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500/Free to Deployed Areas 


ISIS releases video of Niger ambush on US troops 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Islamic 
State militants have released a video that 
purportedly shows scenes from an Octo¬ 
ber ambush in Niger in which four U.S. 
soldiers were killed. 


The video, circulated on social media on 
Sunday, shows a small team of U.S. troops 
under heavy gunfire. Overlaid with music 
and propaganda messages, it opens with 
militants appearing to assemble before 
the ambush. 

The nine-minute video then cuts to the 
view from a U.S. soldier’s helmet, seized 


by the militants after the attack, which 
shows the ambush in graphic detail. This 
part of the video suggests the troops were 
heavily outgunned, with the sound of fire 
pouring in from several directions. 

The military said it was aware of the 
ISIS propaganda video and asked that the 
imagery not be released. 


A portion of the video shows the Ameri¬ 
cans crouching behind their Toyota Land 
Cruiser and a truck. The soldiers fired 
smoke grenades, which could have been 
used to shroud their position and to guide in 
airstrikes. 

SEE NIGER ON PAGE 5 



SHOULDERING THE BURDEN 

US, S. Korea to start military cost-sharing talks this week in Hawaii p a 8 e< 


Soldiers from the 1st Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Infantry Division take part in a 
training exercise at Rodriguez 
Live Fire Complex in Paju, 
South Korea, last year. 
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US aircraft carrier arrives in 
Vietnam for historic port visit 



Tran Van Minh/AP 

The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson is anchored Monday at Tien Sa 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

The USS Carl Vinson pulled 
into Danang Bay on Monday, 
becoming the first American 
aircraft carrier to visit Vietnam 
since the war there ended more 
than four decades ago. 

The four-day port call — which 
U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam Dan 
Kritenbrink called an “enor¬ 
mously significant milestone” 
that shows “U.S. support for a 
strong, prosperous, and indepen¬ 
dent Vietnam” — will include 
more than 5,000 sailors from the 
Carl Vinson, the guided-missile 
cruiser USS Lake Champlain and 
the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Wayne E. Meyer. 

Servicemembers will partici¬ 
pate in cultural and professional 
exchanges during community 
service projects, sports competi- 


Correction 

A March 1 story about 
a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing on the 
proposed 2019 Cyber Com¬ 
mand budget should have 
said Sen. Angus King, I- 
Maine, asked Adm. Mike 
Rogers, who leads U.S. 
Cyber Command and the 
National Security Agen¬ 
cy, which federal agency 
or military command 
takes charge during a 
cyberattack. 


tions and receptions, a Navy state¬ 
ment said. The 7th Fleet band will 
perform free concerts. 

Sailors also will visit a center 
for victims of Agent Orange, a 
defoliant used by the U.S. mili¬ 
tary during the war, according to 
a report in The New York Times. 
The chemical has caused mgjor 
health problems for many indi¬ 
viduals who were exposed. 

“Through hard work, mutual 
respect, and by continuing to 
address the past while we work 
toward a better future, we have 
gone from former enemies to 
close partners,” Kritenbrink said 
in the Navy statement. 

The U.S. normalized relations 
with Vietnam in 1995 and lifted 
an arms embargo in 2016, and the 
two former adversaries steadily 
have improved bilateral relations 
in all areas, including trade, in¬ 
vestment and security. 

The Navy now makes regular, 
small-scale visits to Vietnam that 
the service calls “Naval Engage¬ 
ment Activities.” Those events 
usually involve subject-matter 
exchanges in topics such as div¬ 
ing, salvage, undersea medicine 
and medical evacuations. The 
service also has used Vietnam’s 
Cam Ranh Bay to conduct main¬ 
tenance on its ships. 

The hospital ship USNS Mercy 
is slated to stop in Vietnam in the 
coming months as part of the an¬ 
nual Pacific Partnership exercise, 
which focuses on humanitar¬ 
ian assistance and disaster-relief 
preparedness. 

“Our nations’ relationship has 
reached new heights the past few 


years, and USS Carl Vinson’s port 
visit to Vietnam is a reflection of 
that,” Pacific Fleet commander 
Adm. Scott Swift said in the 
statement. “I am confident that 
engagements like this will fur¬ 
ther expand the comprehensive 
partnership between the United 
States and Vietnam.” 

The visit comes as tension 
continue to simmer in the South 
China Sea, where more than $5 
trillion in global trade transits 
annually. Vietnam challenges 
China’s territorial claims in the 
sea, where Beijing has built up 
and militarized artificial islands 
that its neighbors depend on for 
fishing and commerce. The for¬ 
mer Coast Guard cutter Morgen- 
thau was transferred to Vietnam 
last year, becoming the largest 
ship in the nation’s fleet. 

“We recognize that relation¬ 
ships never stay the same. They 
either get stronger or they get 
weaker, and America wants 
a stronger relationship with a 
stronger Vietnam,” Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis told his Viet¬ 
namese counterpart, Ngo Xuan 
Lich, during a visit to Southeast 
Asia earlier this year. 

Separately from this week’s 
mission, U.S. officials have said 
American warships would con¬ 
tinue sailing without prior no¬ 
tice close to the China-occupied 
islands and atolls, an aggressive 
way of signaling to Beijing that it 
does not recognize its sovereignty 
over those areas. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told 
reporters Friday that China hopes 


Port in Danang, Vietnam. 

the “exchanges between [the U.S. 
and Vietnam] would contribute 
to regional peace and stability in 
a positive and constructive way, 
instead of adding any unsettling 
factors.” 

Danang, which was a major U.S. 
military base during the war, is 
now Vietnam’s third-largest city 
and is in the midst of a construc¬ 
tion boom as dozens of resorts 
and hotels pop up along its scenic 
coastline. 

Several Danang residents said 
Monday that they welcomed the 
Navy’s visit. 

“During the war, I was scared 
when I saw American soldiers,” 
said Tran Thi Luyen, 55, who 
runs a small coffee shop in the 
city. “Now the aircraft carrier 
comes with a complete (sic) dif¬ 
ferent mission, a mission of peace 
and promoting economic and 
military cooperation between the 
two countries.” 

Huynh Quang Nguyen, a taxi 
driver, echoed the sentiment. 

“I’m very happy and excited 
with the carrier’s visit,” he said. 


“Increased cooperation between 
the two countries in economic, 
diplomatic and military areas 
would serve as a counterbalance 
to Beijing’s expansionism.” 

The Carl Vison, which is as¬ 
signed to the Navy’s 3rd Fleet, 
has been patrolling the western 
Pacific after leaving its homeport 
of San Diego in January. Its strike 
group deployed to the region 
under the Third Fleet Forward 
initiative, which allows ships to 
remain in the 3rd Fleet chain of 
command while operating in 7th 
Fleet waters. 

The Carl Vinson is filling in 
for the Japan-based USS Ronald 
Reagan, the Navy’s only forward- 
deployed aircraft carrier. The 
Ronald Reagan began its Selected 
Restricted Availability mainte¬ 
nance period in January at Yoko¬ 
suka Naval Base after completing 
its fall patrol late last year. 

Information from The Associated Press 
was used in this report. 
hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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MILITARY _ 

USS Wasp leaves 
Sasebo for patrol 



The USS Wasp departs Sasebo Naval Base, Japan, on Saturday. 


By James Bolinger 

Stars and Stripes 

The USS Wasp has left Sasebo 
Naval Base for the first time since 
arriving at its new homeport in 
Japan earlier this year. 

The amphibious assault ship — 
which some have dubbed a min¬ 
iature aircraft carrier because of 
upgrades that allow it to host the 
next-generation F-35B Lightning 
II stealth fighter — steamed away 
Saturday and was scheduled to 
undergo a “ready-for-sea assess¬ 
ment” before heading out on a 
routine patrol of the region. 

One of the patrol’s goals is to 
“advance U.S. Pacific Fleet’s Up- 
Gunned (Expeditionary Strike 
Group) concept,” Lt. Cmdr. Adam 
Cole, a Task Force 76 spokesman, 
told Stars and Stripes in an email. 
Up-Gunned ESG pairs troop-car¬ 
rying amphibious ships with sur¬ 
face vessels like guided-missile 
destroyers. 

The Wasp is part of the De¬ 
fense Department’s effort to put 
its most advanced capabilities in 
the region, an Amphibious Force 
7th Fleet statement said. 

F-35Bs, which are capable of 


Slur found 
on Okinawa 
base theater 
marquee 

By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The Marine Corps is inves¬ 
tigating after a racial slur was 
posted to a base theater marquee 
on Okinawa. 

The incident happened Sunday 
at Camp Hansen — home to 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, 9th 
Engineer Support Battalion and 
12th Marine Regiment — Marine 
officials said. 

The slur, a derogatory term 
for blacks, was made from exist¬ 
ing letters on the marquee ad¬ 
vertising the Marvel film “Black 
Panther,” which features a pre¬ 
dominantly black cast. 

The film was scheduled for a 
3 p.m. showing, according to the 
Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service website. 

It is unclear how someone 
would have gained access to the 
roof to change the letters. 

Marine officials said the slur 
has been removed. 

“Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific is aware of an incident 
that occurred aboard Camp Han¬ 
sen involving the posting of a ra¬ 
cial slur on an AAFES marquee,” 
Marine officials said in a state¬ 
ment issued Monday afternoon. 
“Such actions and language are 


short takeoffs and vertical land¬ 
ings, were to embark on the ship 
during this patrol, the Navy said 
earlier this year. The stealth jets 
are flown by Marine Fighter At¬ 
tack Squadron 121, which arrived 
last year at nearby Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni. 

The Wasp can host more than 
1,600 Marines. The 844-foot flat- 
top ship employs 31 aircraft, as 
well as Marine amphibious craft 
out of its well deck. 

“What the crew of this ship 
has accomplished given the rig¬ 
orous schedule of the ship is re¬ 
ally amazing,” Command Master 
Chief Rudy Johnson II said in a 
Navy statement. “I am incredibly 
proud of the consistent ‘can-do’ 
attitude which emanates from 
these Sailors, and am very excit¬ 
ed about the upcoming successes 
of this patrol.” 

The Wasp patrol is among sev¬ 
eral Navy missions underway in 
the Asia-Pacific. Sister amphibi¬ 
ous assault ship USS Bonhomme 
Richard — also homeported at 
Sasebo — arrived Sunday in Ma¬ 
nila for a port visit after taking 
part in multinational Cobra Gold 


in direct contradiction to the core 
values of honor, courage, and 
commitment that we stand for as 
United States Marines. This type 
of behavior is not tolerated by the 
Marine Corps.” 


drills in Thailand. The USS Carl 
Vinson and its strike group pulled 
into Danang Bay on Monday, be¬ 
coming the first U.S. aircraft car¬ 
rier to visit Vietnam in more than 
four decades. 

The Wasp serves under Am¬ 
phibious Force 7th Fleet, the 
Navy’s only forward-deployed 


Anyone with information about 
the incident is asked to contact the 
Camp Hansen Provost Marshal’s 
Office at 098-969-4165 or DSN 
315-623-4165. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


amphibious force, headquartered 
at White Beach Naval Facil¬ 
ity, Okinawa. It arrived at Sasebo 
Jan. 14 to replace the Bonhomme 
Richard after a 28,400-mile jour¬ 
ney from Norfolk, Va. It was de¬ 
layed after being diverted to the 
Caribbean to assist in disaster-re¬ 
lief efforts after two major hurri¬ 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

A drug-dealing sailor from 
Naval Air Station Lemoore lost 
her appeal and will be dishonor¬ 
ably discharged from the mili¬ 
tary. The woman said she cleaned 
up her act in jail but military ap¬ 
pellate judges were not swayed. 

In a decision issued last Mon¬ 
day, the Navy-Marine Corps 
Court of Criminal Appeals in 
Washington upheld the sentence 
meted out to Aviation Structural 
Mechanic Airman Jasmine N. 
McClendon on May 11 after her 
court-martial in San Diego. 

As part of a plea deal with 
Navy prosecutors that capped her 
prison sentence at 14 months, Mc¬ 
Clendon admitted to distributing 
narcotics at Lemoore, near Fres¬ 
no, violating the terms of a previ¬ 
ous administrative punishment 
and multiple drug abuse charges. 

The military judge ordered her 
reduced to the Navy’s lowest rank 
and removed from the service on 
a dishonorable discharge. 

That type of discharge is re¬ 
served for the most serious mili¬ 
tary crimes and can be dished out 
only at a general court-martial 
proceeding. A dishonorable dis¬ 
charge triggers a wide range of 
other sanctions, including the loss 
of veterans’ benefits and the right 
to possess firearms. 

McClendon’s attorneys argued 
that the discharge was too severe 
and cited her struggles with addic¬ 
tion, difficulty adjusting to Navy 


Jordan CROUCH/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


canes devastated the islands. 

The Bonhomme Richard, which 
has been homeported at Sasebo 
since April 2012, will remain 
there for an undetermined period 
before heading to its new home in 
San Diego, where it will undergo 
maintenance and upgrades. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 


life after enlisting at the age of 17, 
her rehabilitation efforts during 
127 days of pretrial confinement 
and later helping Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service agents crack 
down on illicit drug sales. 

While incarcerated, McClen¬ 
don began to study Buddhism, 
took courses to control her ad¬ 
diction and stayed sober. Her at¬ 
torneys requested a less-severe 
bad-conduct discharge, but the 
tribunal unanimously disagreed. 

Writing for the panel, Navy 
Senior Judge Capt. Frank D. 
Hutchison pointed out that Mc¬ 
Clendon committed her crimes 
while serving 60 days of restric¬ 
tion following nonjudicial punish¬ 
ment for abusing cocaine. 

Termed a “Captain’s Mast” 
in the Navy, this punishment 
typically involves restricting ser- 
vicemembers to quarters, impos¬ 
ing extra duties and cellphone 
confiscation, plus other forms 
of discipline designed to correct 
misconduct instead of sending a 
sailor to a court-martial trial. 

While living in a restricted 
barracks, however, McClendon 
kept drug paraphernalia and in¬ 
troduced cocaine, methamphet- 
amines, psilocybin mushrooms, 
LSD and marijuana products to 
fellow sailors there, using her 
banned cellphone to facilitate the 
delivery of the drugs, court re¬ 
cords show. 

McClendon can appeal the de¬ 
cision to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
in Washington, but her case has 
yet to be added to its docket. 



Screenshot from Facebook 


The Marine Corps is investigating the posting of a racial slur on a 
movie theater marquee at Camp Hansen, Okinawa. 

* Such actions and language are in direct 
contradiction to the core values of honor, 
courage, and commitment that we stand 
for as ... Marines. This type of behavior is 
not tolerated by the Marine Corps. J 

Marine Corps statement 


Sailor to be dishonorably 
discharged for dealing drugs 
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Photos by Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 

Phan My, 15, center, from Cam Lo, Vietnam, speaks with Vietnam War veterans Bill Hutton, left, and 
Lynn Stermolle at her house after meeting them on the street Monday. 


From wounded to welcomed: 
Marine vet returns to Cam Lo 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

CAM LO, Vietnam — In March 
1968, rockets and mortar fire 
crashed down on Lynn Stermolle 
in this central Vietnamese vil¬ 
lage, leaving the Marine littered 
with shrapnel. 

On Monday, a different barrage 
greeted him — a flood of school- 
children welcoming him and oth¬ 
ers with smiles and questions. 

“I am glad to meet you,” Phan 
My, 15, said in near-fluent Eng¬ 
lish, offering Stermolle, Marine 
veteran Bill Hutton and Timothy 
Davis, the founder and CEO of 
The Greatest Generations Foun¬ 
dation, a Coca-Cola from her 
home around the comer. 

The bearded Stermolle, 68, 
beamed at the teen’s gesture. 

“It is nice to come back and 
look around and see everything’s 
changed. It’s really nice to see 
that,” he said of the village that 
has blossomed from a collection 
of grass huts into a modern dis¬ 
trict center with paved roads, a 
schoolhouse and a sprawling soc¬ 
cer complex. 

It’s his first trip back in five de¬ 
cades. “None of this was here,” he 
said. “It was entirely different.” 

Stermolle and Hutton are 
among 15 Vietnam veterans vis¬ 
iting the battlefields where they 
fought, as part of a program es¬ 
tablished by Davis’ foundation. 

Facing a bombardment of ques¬ 
tions from Phan and two dozen 
other students gathered in the 
streets, Stermolle, of Stephenville, 
Texas, handed out American flag 
lapel pins and shook hands with 
the children before walking to 
Phan’s house to meet her family. 

He asked the students and their 
teacher — a 37-year-old man who 
gave his name only as Phi — 
about their knowledge of the war 
he fought in their homeland. He 
explained that he and the other 
veterans he was traveling with 
harbored no ill will toward the 
Vietnamese people. 



Students from a secondary school in Cam Lo swarm Stermolle on 
Monday. Stermolle was wounded in action in Cam Lo during the 
Vietnam War. 


Follow the trip of all the veterans 
who returned to Vietnam at: 

stripes.com/go/vietnam68 


* 


“We like Vietnam,” he told Phi 
and Phan. “Vietnam is a beauti¬ 
ful country. The people are very 
friendly to us. We like it. We hold 
no animosity or grudge.” 

The teenager told the war 
veterans she had met only one 
American — a teacher who came 
to her school to help with English 
studies. 

She said she hopes one day to 
go to the United States. 

“I really want to go to America, 
and maybe I can study there,” 
possibly becoming a linguist 
Phan said. 

The interaction was a far cry 
from Stermolle’s last experience 
in Cam Lo. 

The Marine was a rifleman 
moving from the fire base at Cam 
Lo to another location. But he 
never made it. 

As he moved through the vil¬ 
lage’s streets with his platoon, 
indirect fire came in from the 
North Vietnamese. 

“You could hear it,” he recalled 
Monday afternoon. “Jump on the 
ground and hope the explosion 
doesn’t get you.” 


Eventually, it did. Stermolle 
was hit. 

“The guys that saw it said they 
didn’t understand how anyone 
could live through it,” he said. “In 
truth, my flak jacket and my hel¬ 
met gave themselves up for me. So, 
I just took a little bit of shrapnel.” 

It was among the darkest days 
in uniform for Stermolle, who 
was medically evacuated from 
the battlefield and received a 
Purple Heart for his wounds that 
day. His other awards and deco¬ 
rations after serving in Vietnam 
in 1968 and 1969 include the 
Navy Commendation Medal with 
“V” device for valor and the Navy 
Achievement Medal with “V” de¬ 
vice for valor. He left the Corps as 
a gunnery sergeant and went on 
to a 27-year career with the Los 
Angeles Police Department. 

“I was very lucky that day,” he 
said. “It was a bad, bad day. A bad 
day.” 

His demons from that battle 
have subsided, he said later Mon¬ 
day, explaining he no longer feels 
particularly emotional when he 
thinks about the war. 

“I’ve cleared all my ghosts,” he 
said. 


dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


US, S. Korea to 
open negotiations 
on cost-sharing 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
United States and South Korea 
will begin negotiations this week 
on sharing the cost of stationing 
about 28,500 American troops on 
the divided peninsula, the For¬ 
eign Ministry said Monday. 

Talks about shouldering the bur¬ 
den between the two allies have 
often been bumpy, but they’re ex¬ 
pected to be more contentious this 
year as President Donald Trump 
has signaled he may press for the 
South to increase its contribution. 

The countries also face con¬ 
cerns about a possible rift as 
South Korea presses ahead with 
efforts to engage with the North 
despite Washington’s hard line 
over the communist state’s nucle¬ 
ar weapons program. 

The current special measures 
agreement, which was reached 
in 2014 and has South Korea pay¬ 
ing about $890 million this year, 
or just under half of the total, ex¬ 
pires Dec. 31. 

The first round of talks on 
the 10th SMA will be held from 
Wednesday to Friday in Hono¬ 
lulu with veteran diplomat Chang 
Won-sam leading the South Ko¬ 
rean side and State Department 
official Timothy Betts leading 
the U.S. delegation, according to 
a press release. 

“The delegations from the two 
sides will be trying to reach an 
agreement that helps strengthen 
the South Korean-U.S. alliance 
and joint defense readiness,” the 
ministry said. “Our government 
will try to produce reasonable re¬ 
sults that can be accepted by our 
people.” 

It didn’t say how long the talks 
were expected to last, but the 
final deal must be ratified by 
South Korean legislators. The 
2014 agreement took months to 
gain approval amid South Korean 
concerns over a lack of transpar¬ 
ency about how the funds are 
spent by the U.S. side. 

South Korea has seen its share 
of the nonpersonnel costs for 
U.S. forces in South Korea rise 
to around 960 billion won (nearly 
$890 million) this year from 150 
billion won in 1991, the first year 
the SMA was implemented. 

Most of the money is used to pay 
for South Korean labor, rent, utili¬ 
ties and the construction of bar¬ 
racks and other military facilities. 

South Korea may take a more 
confrontational stance than usual 
because of Trump’s trade poli¬ 
tics, including his recent proposal 
to impose stiff tariffs on imported 
steel and aluminum, said Van 
Jackson, an international rela¬ 
tions expert at Victoria Universi¬ 
ty of Wellington in New Zealand. 

“The traditional thinking for 
South Korea is that the alliance 
comes first, so any disagreement 


about how to distribute the costs 
of the alliance were subordinate to 
the priority of maintaining the al¬ 
liance,” Jackson said in an email. 

He also noted South Koreans 
are worried about the U.S. pres¬ 
ident’s threats of military action 
against the North. “Under the 
circumstances, South Korea can 
bristle at greater burden sharing 
demands because Trump is being 
seen as unreasonable and the 
most likely catalyst for a war.” 

Trump raised concern in South 
Korea during the presidential 
campaign when he criticized what 
he called the unbalanced nature 
of the security alliance, saying 
Seoul and other allies should pay 
more for their defense. 

Since taking office, Trump has 
toned down his rhetoric, but the 
issue came up during two sum¬ 
mits held by Trump and South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in, 
including their most recent meet¬ 
ing in Seoul in November. 

Moon reportedly persuaded 
Trump to visit the Army’s newly 
expanded Camp Humphreys 
to showcase the fact that South 
Korea paid for 92 percent of the 
$10.7 billion construction project. 

The two leaders “acknowledged 
the desire for equitable cost shar¬ 
ing of United States military 
forces stationed in the Republic 
of Korea,” a joint statement said 
after the November summit. 

They vowed “to continue to 
strengthen the alliance’s com¬ 
bined defense posture and ca¬ 
pabilities, including through 
defense cost-sharing measures in 
the upcoming special measures 
agreement discussions.” 

Anticipating a tough stance by 
Trump, Moon appointed Chang, 
who was then ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, last year to begin prepar¬ 
ing for the negotiations. 

South Korean Defense Minis¬ 
ter Song Young-moo reportedly 
expressed concern last month 
that Washington may demand 
that Seoul pay more for the de¬ 
ployment of an advanced U.S. 
missile defense system known as 
the THAAD in a remote south¬ 
eastern area. 

Trump demanded last year that 
South Korea pay what he said was 
a $1 billion price tag for the con¬ 
troversial battery, but the White 
House later walked back those 
comments. 

Kim Dong-yub, a professor at 
South Korea’s Kyungnam Uni¬ 
versity, also said there are still 
concerns about how the funds are 
spent despite new oversight pro¬ 
visions in the 2014 agreement. 

“I think the biggest problem in 
the defense cost sharing issue is 
transparency of execution,” he 
said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Turkey holds 4 
ISIS suspects over 
US Embassy threat 



Members of the Syrian Red Crescent distribute medicine for civilians Monday in Douma, eastern 
Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, Syria. 

Aid convoy enters besieged 
rebel-held Damascus suburbs 


By Zeina Karam 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Desperate for food 
and basic medicines, many of the 
besieged and bombarded Syr¬ 
ian civilians in Damascus’ east¬ 
ern suburbs of Ghouta waited 
on Monday as a 46-truck convoy 
organized by the United Nations 
and key aid agencies began enter¬ 
ing the rebel-held enclave. 

The U.N.’s humanitarian office 
said the convoy with health and 
nutrition supplies, along with food 
for 27,500 people in need, entered 
the town of Douma in the be¬ 
sieged eastern Ghouta. In a Twit¬ 
ter posting, it said, however, that 
many life-saving health supplies 


were not allowed to be loaded. 

The delivery would be the 
first to the region in nearly three 
weeks and the first to Douma, the 
largest and most populous town in 
eastern Ghouta, since November. 

U.N. officials had said that 
lack of approvals and consensus 
among the warring parties, as 
well as the limited duration of a 
daily, five-hour Russian-ordered 
humanitarian pause, had made 
aid delivery impossible. 

Eastern Ghouta, home to some 
400,000 people, has been under 
a crippling siege and daily bom¬ 
bardment for months. More than 
600 civilians have been killed in 
the past two weeks alone. 

“This delivery of assistance is a 


first positive step that would less¬ 
en the suffering of the civilians 
in the area,” said Ingy Sedky, a 
spokeswoman for the Internation¬ 
al Committee of the Red Cross in 
Damascus. 

“However, more needs to be 
done in the coming period,” she 
added. 

“A one-time aid delivery will 
never be enough to fulfill the 
needs. Repeated and continu¬ 
ous access to Eastern Ghouta by 
humanitarian organizations is a 
must.” 

Sedky said Monday’s delivery 
includes 5,500 food and flour bags 
— enough for 27,500 people — in 
addition to wheat flour, medical 
and surgical items. 


By Suzan Fraser 

Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turk¬ 
ish police detained four Islamic 
State suspects as part of an inves¬ 
tigation into a possible attack on 
the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, the 
country’s state-run news agency 
reported Monday. 

The arrests came as the em¬ 
bassy was closed Monday over an 
unspecified security threat. 

The Anadolu Agency said po¬ 
lice detained four Iraqi nation¬ 
als in connection with the threat 
against the embassy. Two of them 
were detained on a bus at a secu¬ 
rity check on a highway linking 
the Black Sea city of Samsun to 
Ankara. Two others were de¬ 
tained in Samsun by police acting 
on information they provided, the 
report said. 

The agency identified the sus¬ 
pects by their first names only. 

Security was high outside the 
U.S. Embassy on Monday, and po¬ 
lice searched pedestrians before 
allowing them to enter the street 
where the embassy and other 
buildings are located. 

The U.S. Embassy said on its 
web page late Sunday that the 
mission would be closed due to a 
security threat and urged U.S. cit¬ 
izens to avoid the embassy as well 
as large crowds. It also advised 
citizens to “keep a low profile.” 

Embassy spokesman David 
Gainer said the mission would 
open Tuesday but would not pro¬ 


vide visa services or services to 
American citizens — in an ap¬ 
parent measure aimed at limiting 
visits and minimizing risks to the 
public. 

“We appreciate the continu¬ 
ing strong support we receive 
from the Turkish National Police 
and Turkish security services in 
making our facilities as safe as 
possible,” Gainer said. 

Turkish Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister Bekir Bozdag said the U.S. 
Embassy had shared intelligence 
with Turkey’s intelligence and se¬ 
curity authorities, leading to “im¬ 
portant results.” He said the U.S. 
diplomatic missions in Istanbul 
and the southern city of Adana 
remained open for business. 

The Ankara governor’s office 
said authorities had reviewed 
security in the capital and had 
taken additional measures, fol¬ 
lowing intelligence provided by 
U.S. “sources” about possible 
attacks against the embassy or 
where Americans are staying. 

Earlier Monday, police de¬ 
tained 12 ISIS suspects in Ankara 
and were searching for eight oth¬ 
ers, Anadolu reported, although 
it was not clear if those arrests 
were linked to the threat against 
the U.S. Embassy. 

The Ankara chief prosecutor’s 
office said in a statement that all 
of the suspects captured in the 
police operation were foreign na¬ 
tionals who were trying to recruit 
members for ISIS. 


Niger: AFRICOM condemns video, urges news media not to buy, show it 



Courtesy of the U.S. Army/AP 


From left, Staff Sgt. Bryan C. Black, 35, of Puyallup, Wash.; Staff 
Sgt. Jeremiah W. Johnson, 39, of Springboro, Ohio; Sgt. La David 
Johnson, of Miami Gardens, Fla.; and Staff Sgt. Dustin M. Wright, 
29, of Lyons, Ga., were killed in Niger in October when a joint patrol 
of American and Nigerien forces was ambushed by militants believed 
linked to Islamic State. 



Militant video 


This screen grab is from video released by ISIS that claims to show 
an October ambush in Niger in which four U.S. soldiers were killed. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

U.S. officials have said French 
air support didn’t arrive until two 
hours after the attack. U.S. troops 
didn’t call in for air support until 
about one hour after the assault, 
military officials have said. The 
apparent delay could have been 
a result of radio communication 
problems. 

With no place to take cover, two 
soldiers broke into a sprint, the 
video shows. One soldier fell after 
being shot. Moments later, helmet 
cam video shows the soldier shot 
again at close range as masked 
militants appear around him. 

Killed in the ambush were Sgt. 
La David Johnson and Staff Sgts. 
Bryan C. Black, Jeremiah W. 
Johnson and Dustin M. Wright. 

The roughly 40-person U.S.- 
Nigerien patrol, which included 
12 U.S. soldiers, came under at¬ 
tack on the morning of Oct. 4 by 
about 50 ISIS fighters as the unit 
was returning to its camp. The 
propaganda video showed only a 
small group of U.S. soldiers, who 
appear to have been separated 
from the rest of their team. 


The patrol had left the Niger¬ 
ien capital of Niamey on Oct. 3 to 
meet with local leaders near the 
village of Tongo Tongo, about 53 
miles to the north. 

U.S. Africa Command contin¬ 
ues to investigate the attack and 
whether U.S. troops had suf¬ 
ficient resources to carry out 
patrols where different militant 
groups operate. The military says 


its forces are deployed as advis¬ 
ers to local troops. 

In the wake of the ambush, 
some lawmakers are questioning 
the wisdom of the Niger mission. 

“We don’t know exactly where 
we’re at in the world militar¬ 
ily and what we’re doing,” Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press” after 
the attack. There are about 800 


American troops in Niger. 

AFRICOM, expected to wrap 
up its investigation in the coming 
weeks, condemned the video. 

“The release of these materials 
demonstrates the depravity of the 
enemy we are fighting,” AFRI¬ 
COM said in a statement. 

“We encourage the news media 


to deny ISIS a propaganda suc¬ 
cess by not purchasing, showing 
or bringing undue attention to 
these images as it re-victimizes 
the affected families, amplifies 
IS atrocities and aids in their 
recruiting.” 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Trump-Netanyahu 
visit comes amid 
legal distractions 



Photos by Albert Cesare, The Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser/AP 


A crowd poses for a photo during the annual commemoration of “Bloody Sunday,” the day in 1965 
when voting rights protesters were attacked by police as they attempted to cross the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Ala. 

‘Bloody Sunday’ commemorated in Ala. 



Andrew Hill sits near the bridge during the event. Hill, who was 
serving in Vietnam in 1965, said he has attended the last 10 
anniversaries. 


By Josh Lederman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — There’s 
much to celebrate but plenty 
of cause for trepidation, too, as 
President Donald Trump and Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu met Monday at the 
White House. 

For all his talk about brokering 
the “ultimate deal” between Is¬ 
raelis and Palestinians, Trump’s 
long-awaited peace plan has yet 
to arrive, even as Palestinians 
and other critics insist it will be 
dead on arrival. And although 
Israel’s government is overjoyed 
by Trump’s recognition of Jeru¬ 
salem as Israel’s capital — with 
a U.S. embassy set to open in the 
holy city in May — misgivings 
are percolating under the sur¬ 
face over Iran, where Israel sees 
Trump’s efforts so far to crack 
down on Israel’s arch-enemy as 
lacking. 

One major, growing concern is 
that the United States is acquiesc¬ 
ing to Iran’s growing presence in 
Syria and influence in Lebanon 
— two Israeli neighbors. 

“If we don’t come up with 
a strategy against Iran, we’re 
going to make Israel go to war 
here pretty soon,” Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., said Sunday on 
ABC’s “This Week.” 

Swirling legal investigations 
distracting both leaders at home, 
and a stunning fall from grace for 
Trump’s son-in-law and would-be 
peace negotiator, Jared Kushner, 
have added to the mix of politics, 
personalities and historical griev¬ 
ances that have always hindered 
Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. 
An already volatile situation now 
looks even more combustible than 
normal. 

Netanyahu arrived in the Unit¬ 
ed States over the weekend as 
Washington was gearing up for 


the annual conference of AIPAC, 
the powerful pro-Israel lobby. He 
held a meeting and working lunch 
with Trump on Monday and 
planned to speak at the confer¬ 
ence later in the week. Top-rank¬ 
ing U.S. officials including Vice 
President Mike Pence and U.N. 
Ambassador Nikki Haley will 
also address the conference. 

In a pointed reminder of his 
troubles at home, Netanyahu and 
his wife were questioned sepa¬ 
rately by police for hours on Fri¬ 
day before the prime minister 
left the next day for Washington. 
Those interviews were part of an 
investigation into a corruption 
case involving the country’s tele¬ 
com giant, and police have rec¬ 
ommended indicting Netanyahu 
on corruption charges in two 
other cases, as well. 

The Trump family has legal 
problems of its own. Kushner, 
Trump’s point man for the Mid¬ 
east, is under intense scrutiny 
over his business dealings as 
special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler barrels forward with his 
Russia probe. Kushner has also 
been stripped of his top security 
clearance in another blow to his 
credibility as an international 
negotiator. 

Kushner’s peace proposal is 
near completion, U.S. officials 
have said, but Palestinians have 
already written off Trump’s ad¬ 
ministration as a viable mediator 
following his decision last year to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and move the U.S. em¬ 
bassy there from Tel Aviv. A rib¬ 
bon-cutting for an interim facility 
is being planned to coincide with 
the 70th anniversary of Israel’s 
independence. 

Israeli Ambassador Ron Derm- 
er, speaking at AIPAC on Sun¬ 
day, said the Jewish people will 
“forever” remember Trump’s 
decision. 


Associated Press 

SELMA, Ala. — Several mem¬ 
bers of Congress joined civil rights 
activists and others Sunday after¬ 
noon for the annual commemora¬ 
tion of a day of racial violence in 
Selma, Ala., dating to 1965. 

A bipartisan group including 
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., led the 
crossing of the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. It was to recall “Bloody 
Sunday,” when voting rights pro¬ 
testers were attacked by police 
as they attempted to cross the 
bridge. 

“It’s very meaningful to come 
back here, to come back to this his¬ 
toric site and be here with so many 
wonderful people. It’s a beautiful 
day here today in Selma,” Lewis 
said as he was surrounded by his 
peers, the Selma Times-Journal 
reported. 

Lewis, then a young organizer, 
was among those injured then. 
That violence set the stage for the 
Selma-to-Montgomery march, 
which helped build support for 
congressional approval of the Vot¬ 
ing Rights Act months later. 

Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., 
who spoke at the Martin and 
Coretta King Unity Breakfast, 
said she felt a mixture of emotions 
walking across the bridge. 


“It’s bittersweet,” Harris said. 
“It’s sadness and pain at the 
thought of what they endured 53 
years ago, but it’s also inspiration 
about again fighting for the best 
of who we are and honoring those 
who have been heroes and are 


still heroes.” 

The annual celebration drew 
tens of thousands of people 
in 2015, when then-President 
Barack Obama spoke near the 
base of the bridge as former Pres¬ 
ident George W. Bush listened. 


Bill Cosby goes to court in an effort to stop his accusers from testifying 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — Bill 
Cosby went to court on Monday to 
stop some of his dozens of accus¬ 
ers from testifying at his April 2 
sexual assault retrial. 

Cosby’s retooled defense team, 
led by former Michael Jackson 
lawyer Tom Mesereau, is due to 
clash with prosecutors over the 
potential witnesses at a pretrial 
hearing. 

Cosby, 80, walked into the 
courthouse in suburban Philadel¬ 
phia Monday morning on the arm 
of his spokesman. 

Judge Steven O’Neill spoke 
briefly from the bench before 


adjourning into chambers for a 
conference with prosecutors and 
Cosby’s lawyers. O’Neill out¬ 
lined the matters that need to be 
resolved, including whether as 
many as 19 women can testify 
against Cosby and if his lawyers 
can discuss his civil settlement 
with accuser Andrea Constand. 

O’Neill noted that since this is 
a new trial, none of his rulings 
on issues from the first trial will 
carry over. He didn’t express 
confidence that they’ll resolve 
everything in the two days allot¬ 
ted for the pretrial hearing, “but 
we can certainly try.” O’Neill also 
presided over the first trial. 

Prosecutors raised the prospect 


of calling as many as 19 women 
to the witness stand, including 
model Janice Dickinson, in an 
attempt to show that an alleged 
2004 assault that led to Cosby’s 
only criminal charges was actu¬ 
ally part of a five-decade pattern 
of him drugging and harming 
women. 

Jurors did not have that con¬ 
text when they ended Cosby’s 
first trial last year in a deadlock. 
A judge allowed just one other 
accuser’s testimony but barred 
any mention of about 60 others 
who have come forward to accuse 
Cosby in recent years. 

The only other hints jurors got 
of Cosby’s past came from de¬ 


position excerpts from 2005 and 
2006 in which he admitted get¬ 
ting quaaludes to give to women 
he wanted to have sex with. 

Cosby’s lawyers are urging 
O’Neill to again limit the num¬ 
ber of accusers allowed to tes¬ 
tify. They argue that some of the 
women’s allegations date back to 
the 1960s and are “virtually im¬ 
possible to defend against.” 

Cosby’s lawyers argue that 
the other accusers’ accusations 
are largely unsubstantiated and 
are not enough to meet the strict 
legal standard for allowing pros¬ 
ecutors to present evidence of a 
defendant’s prior bad conduct. 

They said they would seek to 


delay the retrial if any of the 
women were allowed to testify so 
they could have more time to in¬ 
vestigate their claims. Jury selec¬ 
tion is slated to begin March 29. 

Monday’s hearing came just 
10 days after Cosby’s daughter, 
Ensa, 44, died of kidney disease. 
His lawyers have given no indica¬ 
tion they would seek to delay the 
hearing or his retrial. 

In January, Cosby emerged 
from a long period of near-seclu¬ 
sion to have dinner with friends 
at a restaurant and give his first 
comedy performance in more 
than two years. Legal experts said 
the nights on the town appeared 
to be an effort to rebuild his good- 
guy image. 
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Ohio race shows 
how NRA flexes 
political muscle 



David Joles, Minneapolis Star Tribune/AP 


Police officers stand guard as Orono High School students arrive for school in Orono, Minn., on Feb. 22, 
one day after a threat posted on social media caused the school to go on lockdown. 

After Parkland, even idle threats 
to schools get a tough response 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The National 
Rifle Association pounced when 
former Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland, 
a Democrat running for the U.S. 
Senate, declared at an AFL-CIO 
event in Cleveland that the death 
of conservative Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia “happened 
at a good time.” 

Scalia remains a hero to many 
gun owners, and the NRA alerted 
its members to Strickland’s disre¬ 
spect. It was part of a barrage by 
the group to portray its one-time 
ally as an anti-gun politician inter¬ 
ested only in money and power. 

The anti-Strickland campaign 
in the battleground state of Ohio 
two years ago is a window into 
how the gun rights group wields 
its political muscle. That clout will 
be on display heading into the 2018 
midterm elections as gun control 
advocates demand swift action 
following the Feb. 14 shooting at a 
high school in Florida. 

The NRA’s deep pockets and 
bare-knuckled approach leave 
the impression it effectively pur¬ 
chases loyalty from lawmakers. 
But the NRA actually donates 
small amounts of money to can¬ 
didates when compared with the 
large sums it spends on potent 
get-out-the-vote operations and ad 
campaigns. 

NRA-funded advertisements 
on cable networks and the inter¬ 
net during the months and weeks 
before an election are carefully 
crafted to warn members of can¬ 
didates that, if elected, it claims 
will come for their guns. The 
NRA’s political action committee, 
the Political Victory Fund, grades 
elected officials on an A to F scale 
that steers members to pro-gun 
candidates. 

The Political Victory Fund 
and the NRA’s lobbying arm 
spent about $52.5 million during 
the 2016 elections on “indepen¬ 
dent expenditures,” according to 
OpenSecrets.org. 

Nearly 70 percent of the NRA’s 
2016 budget was used to target 
Democrats, with Hillary Clinton 
topping the list of candidates the 
group sought to defeat. The rest 
went to backing Donald Trump 
and congressional Republicans 
who’ve consistently shot down at¬ 
tempts by Democrats to approve 
gun control measures. 

Pressure for at least modest 
firearms restrictions is grow¬ 
ing after 17 people were killed at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, which raises the stakes 
for the NRA. Trump stunned 
GOP allies last week when he 
urged substantial changes to the 
nation’s gun laws. After meeting 
with Trump, NRA leaders de¬ 
clared he and his administration 
“don’t want gun control.” 

The figures compiled by Open 


Secrets show that in Ohio the NRA 
spent nearly $1.6 million to oppose 
Strickland in the 2016 Senate race 
while devoting about half as much 
to support the Republican incum¬ 
bent, Sen. Rob Portman. 

The NRA donated $9,900 di¬ 
rectly to Portman’s campaign, 
the same amount the group gave 
to 12 other Republican lawmak¬ 
ers. Unlike independent expendi¬ 
tures, donations from individuals 
and PACs are capped for each 
election cycle. Portman said the 
NRA’s money represented just 
a fraction of the more than $25 
million his campaign raised in 
2016, and he denied the group ac¬ 
quired any leverage through the 
donations. 

The NRA’s Political Victory 
Fund ran its first ad against 
Strickland in July when the Ohio 
Senate race was still competitive, 
and the 30-second spot illustrates 
the gun group’s tactics. Strick¬ 
land is portrayed as a traitor for 
turning his back on gun rights. 

Strickland said the NRA suc¬ 
ceeded in shifting the impression 
many Ohioans had of him. Sud¬ 
denly it didn’t matter as much 
that he was a steelworker’s son 
who’d grown up on a dirt road 
in the state’s Appalachia region. 
Or that he was raised among 
guns and just a few years before 
the Senate race had earned the 
NRA’s A+ rating. 

Strickland served in Congress 
for more than a decade until 2006, 
when he successfully ran for gov¬ 
ernor with the NRA’s backing. He 
got the group’s support when he 
ran for re-election in 2010 but lost 
to Republican John Kasich as the 
governor’s race centered on eco¬ 
nomic woes gripping the state. 

The NRA’s opinion changed 
drastically after Strickland in 2014 
became president of the left-lean¬ 
ing Center for American Progress 
Action, which the NRA called a 
“radical anti-gun group” for pro¬ 
posing gun control measures. 

When Strickland sought to un¬ 
seat Portman two years later, the 
NRA “reframed the race in ways 
that were detrimental to me,” he 
said. Trump won Ohio by about 
447,000 votes. Scioto, Strickland’s 
home county on the border with 
Kentucky, backed Trump and 
Portman overwhelmingly. 

The NRA’s opposition had an 
effect, Strickland said, but he 
didn’t believe it was the deciding 
factor in his loss to Portman. 

Portman raised $25 million, 
more than twice as much as 
Strickland did, and won over 
labor unions that had once been 
firmly in Strickland’s corner. As 
Strickland failed to gain trac¬ 
tion with voters, national Demo¬ 
crats pulled millions of dollars in 
planned pro-Strickland ads out of 
the state more than a month be¬ 
fore the election. 


By Steve Karnowski 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Fifteen 
students in one Florida school 
district are facing felony charg¬ 
es and prison time for allegedly 
making threats since the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
massacre. Meanwhile, an autistic 
Minnesota high school student 
whose alleged threat led to a six- 
hour lockdown is in juvenile court 
and has received an outpouring 
of sympathy. 

The Feb. 14 killings of 17 peo¬ 
ple in Parkland, Fla., have ignited 
a wave of copycat threats, as hap¬ 
pens after nearly every high-pro¬ 
file school shooting. Most prove 
unfounded but cause big disrup¬ 
tions to schools while tying up po¬ 
lice for hours or even days. 

Experts say authorities’ swift 
responses underscore a climate 
in which even idle threats result 
in serious consequences. 

The Volusia County Schools 
system in east-central Florida 
isn’t taking chances. Sheriff Mi¬ 
chael Chitwood made it clear he 
had a zero-tolerance policy as 
threats began after Parkland. On 


Thursday, he went further, saying 
students or their families would 
have to pay the costs of the inves¬ 
tigations — at least $1,000 and 
sometimes much more. 

District spokeswoman Nancy 
Wait said the message is clear: 
We’re not joking around. 

“Unfortunately, that word 
didn’t get to the students, and 
we started seeing more students 
making threats in the classroom, 
and that was frightening to their 
classmates,” she said. “Most of 
the time these students didn’t 
have access to weapons, but they 
were still making threats to shoot 
up their schools.” 

The Educator’s School Safety 
Network, which tracks reports 
of school threats and violent in¬ 
cidents across the country, has 
documented a spike since Park¬ 
land. The Ohio group counted 797 
as of Sunday. Most (743) were for 
threats of various kinds, includ¬ 
ing gun and bomb threats. The 
threats were made mostly via 
social media (331) and verbally 
(119). 

That amounts to about a seven¬ 
fold increase in the usual rate, di¬ 
rector of programs Amy Klinger 


said. 

She expects consequences 
of post-Parkland threats to be 
harsher than before. 

“They almost have to be,” she 
said. “Do we want to do this for 
the rest of the school year? Do we 
want to have this constant chaos 
and fear, and people being upset? 
How much learning is going on?” 

It’s not clear yet what the con¬ 
sequences will be for an autistic 
boy whose social media threat to 
shoot up Orono High School in 
suburban Minneapolis prompted 
a lockdown Feb. 21 that kept stu¬ 
dents confined to classrooms for 
nearly six hours. Prosecutors 
won’t say what the charges are 
because it’s a juvenile case. 

The community’s reaction was 
unusually sympathetic. Another 
student’s mother set up a Go- 
FundMe campaign with the boy’s 
family’s permission that by Sun¬ 
day was near its $40,000 goal to 
help cover the family’s legal and 
treatment expenses. Claire Wnuk 
Berrett wrote on the fundraising 
page that some kids on the autism 
spectrum don’t have the language 
or social skills to adequately ex¬ 
press their needs. 


ENROLL NOW FOR SPRING CLASSES 
On-site and online classes start 
Monday, 12 March at sites across 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Register by 7 March for online classes and by 11 March for on-sil 
and hybrid classes. Apply for military TA early - deadlines vary. 

START WITH A 1-CREDIT SEMINAR 

Get a jump start on your studies and 

earn 1 credit in just 2 weeks with 
LIBS 150 Introduction to Research. 

UBS ISO is offered online and on-site at many locations. 

Check our website for the complete schedule. 

NEW STUDENTS: SAVE $50 
Get your $50 application fee waived 

by attending our New Student Webinar: 
Intro to UMUC Europe on 14 March. 

Visit www.europe.umuc.edu/webinars for details and to register. 
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White House offers rare direct criticism of Putin 


By John T. Bennett 

CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — In a rare move, the 
White House criticized the Russian gov¬ 
ernment and Vladimir Putin directly on 
Monday over its backing of the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment’s military actions and the Rus¬ 
sian president’s recent comments about his 
nuclear arsenal. 

In a Sunday telephone conversation with 
U.K. Prime Minister Theresa May, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump “agreed that Russian 


President Vladimir Putin’s recent state¬ 
ments on nuclear weapons development 
were irresponsible,” the White House said 
in a statement summarizing the call. 

Last week, Putin said Russia has devel¬ 
oped new, strategic, nuclear weapons that 
would leave U.S. missile defense systems 
“useless.” His comments were accompa¬ 
nied by a video showing Russian nuclear 
weapons headed for Florida, where Trump 
often spends weekends and vacations at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort. 

Trump has withheld any critical words 


for Putin and only recently acknowledged 
Russia meddled in the 2016 U.S. presiden¬ 
tial election. He still hopes to thaw rela¬ 
tions between the former Cold War foes, 
but there is little evidence he is moving 
close to that goal. 

The criticism of Putin comes as Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller continues looking 
into whether Trump and his campaign as¬ 
sociates worked with Russia to disrupt the 
2016 election — and whether the president 
obstructed justice in response to the probe. 

The White House also panned the Krem¬ 


lin for backing Syrian President Bashar 
Assad’s military offensive in Eastern Gh- 
outa, which is controlled by opposition 
forces as that country’s yearslong conflict 
continues. 

Trump and May “agreed that the Syrian 
regime and its Russian and Iranian spon¬ 
sors must immediately and fully implement 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
2401, which calls for an immediate cease¬ 
fire across Syria,” the White House said 
in the statement. “The leaders condemned 
sharply the bombing in East Ghouta.” 


In Texas Republican 
primary, it’s who can 
love Trump the most 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Ivanka Trump, the daughter of President Donald Trump, and husband, Jared Kushner, senior adviser to 
the president, attend a news conference at the White House in March 2017. 

Roles reduced, Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump are facing an uncertain fate 


By Paul J. Weber 

Associated Press 

NEW BRAUNFELS, Texas — 
George P. Bush’s campaign flyers 
in Texas declare that he’s “stand¬ 
ing beside our president” — the 
one who called his dad, Jeb, an 
embarrassment to his family and 
a pathetic person. 

At a political forum outside 
San Antonio, another Republican 
candidate brags about his “bigly” 
wins over Democrats. Another 
hopeful in Houston, just days 
after a mass shooting at a Florida 
high school killed 17 people, sent 
voters a photo of herself hold¬ 
ing an assault rifle — below the 
words “Kathaleen Wall stands 
with Trump.” 

Texas holds the nation’s first 
2018 primary elections Tuesday, 
and the campaign is providing a 
vivid exhibition of the Trump ef¬ 
fect in GOP politics. Some races 
are playing out in a road show of 
one-upping emulation of the com¬ 
bative president, in which there’s 
no such thing as cozying up too 
close or too ardently, regardless 
of his rough edges or low approv¬ 
al ratings nationwide. 

“I’m Robert Stovall and, like 
President Trump, I realize the 
swamp is the problem,” begins 
a campaign ad for Stovall, a San 
Antonio Republican Party leader 
now running for Congress. He 
stands in a literal swamp wearing 
a “Make America Great Again” 
hat and cocks a shotgun at the 
end. 

It’s like nothing seen before 
in Texas politics, even when a 
Texan was in the White House. 
Love of George W. Bush’s style 
of big-government conservatism 
wasn’t a staple of campaigns 
here. A decade later, his nephew 
George P. Bush, the Texas land 
commissioner, is thanking Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s son Donald 
Trump Jr. for endorsing him in 
his bid for re-election. 

Texas candidates aren’t alone 
in courting Trump diehards who 
make up the GOP base — and 
who can be counted on to show 
up in typically low-turnout pri¬ 
mary elections. Michigan Attor¬ 
ney General Bill Schuette, who is 
running for governor, has trum¬ 
peted Trump’s endorsement, 
while an outside group accuses 


his GOP rival of “abandoning” 
the president. In Indiana, three 
Republicans running for Senate 
are all portraying themselves as 
his most steadfast ally. 

The impression of a Trump 
White House at war with its en¬ 
emies is stoking the atmosphere. 

“It’s about he’s our Republican 
president and if we don’t stand 
together and we don’t defend the 
party and conservative ideas, no 
one is,” said Brendan Steinhaus- 
er, an Austin-based Republican 
strategist. A Quinnipiac Univer¬ 
sity survey in late February put 
Trump’s approval rating at 86 
percent among Republicans but 
just 37 percent overall. 

As Republicans brace for a 
difficult election this November 
— the president’s party typically 
loses congressional seats in the 
midterm cycle — they could not 
have asked for a gentler warm¬ 
up than Texas, where the GOP 
holds such a commanding edge 
that most election-year drama 
dissolves once the primaries are 
done. Democrats haven’t won a 
statewide race since 1994 and are 
not seen as favored to flip any of 
six congressional seats opened 
up by GOP retirements on Capi¬ 
tol Hill. 

Among those leaving is U.S. 
Rep. Lamar Smith, who in Janu¬ 
ary lauded Trump’s physical fit¬ 
ness and said Americans were 
better off getting their news 
straight from Trump than from 
the media. Some of the 18 Repub¬ 
licans trying to replace him don’t 
stop there. Outsider candidate 
Mauro Garza said he is running 
because “Donald Trump said I 
could be here.” Chip Roy, a for¬ 
mer top aide to Republican U.S. 
Sen. Ted Cruz, opens rallies by 
rhetorically asking how much 
better citizens’ lives were a year 
into a Trump presidency. 

Congressional candidate Fran¬ 
cisco Canseco cast the alterna¬ 
tive in dark terms to one crowd 
in Comal County, which is sand¬ 
wiched between Democratic- 
leaning San Antonio and liberal 
Austin and went more than 70 
percent for Trump in 2016. “If 
Hillary had won last election, 
America would be gone. Our Re¬ 
public as we know it would be 
lost. But we are blessed to have 
Donald Trump,” he said. 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — They spent 
their first year in Washington 
as an untouchable White House 
power couple, commanding ex¬ 
pansive portfolios, outlasting 
rivals and enjoying unmatched 
access to the president. But Jared 
Kushner and Ivanka Trump have 
undergone a swift, stunning 
reckoning of late, their powers 
restricted, their enemies embold¬ 
ened and their future in the West 
Wing uncertain. 

Kushner, long the second-most- 
powerful man in the West Wing, 
is under siege. President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law has lost in¬ 
fluential White House allies. He 
remains under the shadow of the 
Russia probe and has seen his 
business dealings come under 
renewed scrutiny. He has been 
stripped of his top security clear¬ 
ance, raising questions how he can 
successfully advance his ambi¬ 
tious agenda — including achiev¬ 
ing Mideast peace, a goal that has 
eluded presidents for generations. 

Kushner’s most powerful pa¬ 
tron, the president himself, has 
wavered recently on whether his 
daughter and son-in-law belong 
in the White House anymore. 

A frustrated Trump has griped 
about the wave of bad headlines 
generated by probes into Kush¬ 


ner’s business dealings and the 
status of his security clearance, 
according to two people familiar 
with the president’s thinking but 
not authorized to publicly discuss 
private conversations. The presi¬ 
dent also has wondered aloud if 
the couple would be better off re¬ 
turning home to New York. 

At the same time, though, 
Trump has said he believes many 
of the attacks against Kushner 
are unfair and has lamented that 
the couple are going through such 
a turbulent time, according to the 
two people close to the situation 
who spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because they weren’t au¬ 
thorized to speak publicly about 
Trump’s private comments. 

“I think he’s been treated 
very unfairly,” Trump said late 
last month. “He’s a high-quality 
person.” 

A week ago, Kushner’s security 
clearance level was downgraded, 
leaving White House aides to 
wonder just how many indigni¬ 
ties Kushner and Ivanka Trump 
are willing to suffer. Even if re¬ 
cent events and revelations don’t 
trigger a departure, they have 
demonstrated that the West Wing 
clout of “Javanka,” as the couple 
is often referred to, is a far cry 
from what it once was. 

Since taking office last year, 
Chief of Staff John Kelly, the re¬ 
tired Marine general hired to 
bring order to Trump’s chaotic 


West Wing, has prioritized creat¬ 
ing formal lines of authority and 
decision-making. Kushner resist¬ 
ed efforts to formalize his role — 
which early in the administration 
made him something of a shadow 
secretary of state — and he has 
grown frustrated with the chief 
of staff’s attempts to restrict the 
couple’s access to the president. 

The couple perceive Kelly’s 
crackdown on security clearances 
as a direct shot at them, according 
to White House aides and outside 
advisers. But one White House of¬ 
ficial disputed that account, sug¬ 
gesting that Kushner welcomed 
Kelly’s efforts to organize the 
West Wing, allowing him to more 
singularly focus on his portfolio. 

Kelly, in turn, has been angered 
by what he views as the couple’s 
freelancing. He blames them for 
changing Trump’s mind at the 
last minute and questions exactly 
what they do all day, according to 
one White House official and an 
outside ally. Kushner prevailed in 
previous power struggles within 
the White House, including one 
against former chief strategist 
Steve Bannon, but allies of the 
president on the outside openly 
cheered the power couple’s weak¬ 
ened position. 

“Only a son-in-law could with¬ 
stand this sort of exposure and not 
be fired,” said Jennifer Palmieri, 
former communications director 
for President Barack Obama. 
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President Donald Trump listens during a meeting with steel and 
aluminum executives Thursday in Washington. 


President links tariff 
relief to NAFTA talks 


By Zeke Miller 
and Kevin Freeing 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday said 
North American neighbors Can¬ 
ada and Mexico will get no relief 
from his new tariffs on steel and 
aluminum imports unless a “new 
and fair” free trade agreement is 
signed. 

The Trump administration 
says the tariffs are necessary to 
preserve the American industries 
— and that doing so is a national 
security imperative. But Trump’s 
latest tweets suggest he’s also 
using the upcoming tariffs as le¬ 
verage in ongoing talks to revise 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. The latest round of 
a nearly yearlong renegotiation 
effort is concluding this week in 
Mexico City. 

The tariffs will be made offi¬ 
cial in the next two weeks, White 
House officials said Monday, as 
the administration defended the 
protectionist decision from critics 
in Washington and overseas. 

Speaking on “Fox and Friends” 
Monday, White House trade ad¬ 
viser Peter Navarro said, “25 per¬ 
cent on steel, and the 10 percent 
on aluminum, no country exclu¬ 
sions — firm line in the sand.” 

Trump’s pronouncement last 
week that he would impose tariffs 
on imported steel and aluminum, 
roiled markets and rankled allies. 
The president appeared unbowed 
Sunday, as he tweeted that Ameri¬ 
can “Steel and Aluminum indus¬ 
tries are dead. Sorry, it’s time for 
a change!” 

The across-the-board action 
breaks with the recommendation 
of the Pentagon, which pushed 
for more targeted tariffs on met¬ 
als imports from countries such 
as China and warned that a wide- 
ranging move would jeopardize 
national security partnerships. 
But Commerce Secretary Wil¬ 
bur Ross, whose agency oversaw 


reviews of the industries that 
recommended the tariffs, said 
Sunday ABC’s “This Week” that 
Trump is “talking about a fairly 
broad brush.” 

Republican South Carolina Sen. 
Lindsey Graham said the sweep¬ 
ing action would let China “off the 
hook,” adding the tariffs would 
drive a wedge between the U.S. 
and its allies. 

“China wins when we fight with 
Europe,” he said on CBS’ “Face 
the Nation.” “China wins when the 
American consumer has higher 
prices because of tariffs that don’t 
affect Chinese behavior.” 

British Prime Minister There¬ 
sa May raised her “deep concern” 
at the tariff announcement in a 
phone call with Trump on Sun¬ 
day. May’s office said she noted 
that multilateral action was the 
only way to resolve the problem of 
global overcapacity.” 

Trump’s GOP allies on Capitol 
Hill have little use for the tariff 
approach. They argue that other 
industries that rely on steel and 
aluminum products will suffer. 
The cost of new appliances, cars 
and buildings will rise if the pres¬ 
ident follows through, they warn, 
and other nations could retaliate. 
The end result could erode the 
president’s base of support with 
rural America and even the blue- 
collar workers the president says 
he is trying to help. 

“There is always retaliation, 
and typically a lot of these coun¬ 
tries single out agriculture when 
they do that. So, we’re very con¬ 
cerned,” said Sen. John Thune, 
R-S.D. 

Gov. Scott Walker, R-Wis., 
asked the administration to recon¬ 
sider its stance. He said American 
companies could move their oper¬ 
ations abroad and not face retalia¬ 
tory tariffs. 

“This scenario would lead to 
the exact opposite outcome of 
the administration’s stated objec¬ 
tive, which is to protect American 
jobs,” Walker said. 


Trump expresses openness 
to talks with North Korea 


By Brian Bennett 

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump expressed new 
openness to talks with North 
Korea over its nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missile programs, 
saying “we will be meeting” as he 
delivered what was supposed to be 
a comedic speech at a lightheart¬ 
ed annual gala dinner hosted by 
Washington journalists. 

Officials said later that no 
meeting has been scheduled, but 
Trump’s apparently unscripted 
aside seemed to indicate a willing¬ 
ness to negotiate with the govern¬ 
ment of Kim Jong Un, who Trump 
has taunted as “little Rocket Man” 
and threatened with “fire and fury 
like the world has never seen.” 

Trump delivered a self-depre¬ 
cating punchline during a ram¬ 
bling speech Saturday night in 
front of more than 600 journalists 
and guests at the Gridiron Dinner 
at the Renaissance Washington 
Hotel saying: “I won’t rule out di¬ 
rect talks with Kim Jong Un; I just 
won’t. As far as the risk of deal¬ 
ing with a madman is concerned, 
that’s his problem, not mine.” 

But then he appeared to de¬ 
part from his written remarks to 
describe an overture that Pyong¬ 
yang has extended to Washington, 
apparently through the govern¬ 
ment in South Korea. 

“By the way, a couple days ago 
they said, ‘We would like to talk,’ 
and I said, ‘So would we, but you 
have to de-nuke, you have to de¬ 
nuke,”’ Trump said. 

The Trump administration has 
publicly insisted that North Korea 
give up its nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram before talks could begin, a 
demand Pyongyang on Sunday 
dismissed as “preposterous.” 

In his comments, however, 
Trump hinted he may be consider¬ 
ing other options, saying “maybe 
positive things are happening” 
and “we will be meeting, and we’ll 
see if anything positive happens.” 

A U.S. official said Washington 
would insist that any talks should 
focus on denuclearization, but that 
it would not demand Pyongyang 
disarm first or set other precondi¬ 
tions to meet. For its part, North 
Korea wants international rec¬ 
ognition of its role as a nuclear 
power, a position the U.S. and its 
allies say they cannot accept. 

But some progress appeared in 
sight. On Sunday, North Korea’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs dis¬ 
missed U.S. demands that it give 
up its nuclear arsenal. But it also 
said dialogue with Washington 
was possible and that it hopes to 
find a “diplomatic and peaceful 
solution” to the conflict. 

Trump believes his “maximum 


Trump trades jokes with 
media at animal dinner 


By Emily Heil 

The Washington Post 

On Saturday night, President 
Donald Trump was not having 
the sort of evening he prefers. 
For starters, he was dressed 
in white-tie finery, not the 
golf-ready khakis he favors on 
weekends. He was surrounded 
by the very members of the 
mainstream media he rou¬ 
tinely derides. And his enter¬ 
tainment was skits and musical 
acts, some of which poked fun 
at him. 

Nothing about Trump’s at¬ 
tendance at the annual dinner 
of the Gridiron Club, an elite 
group of 65 top Washington 
journalists, made a lot of sense. 
But there he was at the Renais¬ 
sance Washington Hotel for the 
club’s 133rd annual gathering, 
accompanied by first lady Me¬ 
lania Trump. Presidents since 
William McKinley have duti¬ 
fully shown up at the Gridiron’s 
formal clambake, which has 
evolved into an evening of goofy 
entertainment by the journal¬ 
ists and jokey monologues by 
a prominent Republican and 
Democrat, and a roast-like 
speech by the president. 

Trump gamely turned some 
of the controversies plaguing 
his administration into laugh 
lines. Of the turmoil currently 
roiling the White House staff, 
he offered this quip: “So many 
people have been leaving the 


White House,” he said. “It’s in¬ 
vigorating since you want turn¬ 
over. I like chaos. It really is 
good. Who’s going to be the next 
to leave? Steve Miller, or Mela¬ 
nia?” (Miller is one of his senior 
advisers; Melania, of course, is 
his wife.) Ba-dum-dum. 

He joked about Jeff Sessions, 
his attorney general, with 
whom he’s been locked into a 
public feud 

I d over his top 

I like lawyer’s 

Chaos. It decision 

; 


really is 


himself 


from the 


good/ 

President in vestiga- 
Donald Trump tlon . int0 
Russian in¬ 
fluence in 
the 2016 election. Trump told 
the crowd that he’d offered a 
ride to the dinner to Sessions, 
“but he recused himself.” Ses¬ 
sions was also at the dinner. 

Other than the journalists 
whom the president dubbed 
“enemies of the state,” there 
were friendlier faces in the 
crowd of about 660, including 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin; Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross; Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka Trump and son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner; White House 
press secretary Sarah Hucka- 
bee Sanders; and National Se¬ 
curity Agency director Michael 
Rogers. 


pressure” campaign to isolate 
North Korea from the world econ¬ 
omy through trade, banking and 
shipping restrictions has made 
Kim more willing to engage with 
South Korea, and ultimately with 
Washington. 

In recent weeks, Trump has re¬ 
peatedly claimed credit for North 
Korea’s decision to send a del¬ 
egation to the Olympic Games and 
have its athletes walk with South 
Korean athletes in the opening 
ceremony, although leaders in 
Seoul and Pyongyang arranged 
the episode themselves. 

North Korea surprised U.S. 
intelligence officials last year 
by making rapid advances in its 
weapons programs. It tested in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missiles 
that for the first time appeared ca¬ 
pable of reaching the continental 
United States, and it tested a ther¬ 


monuclear device in September 
that was far more powerful than 
earlier versions. 

U.S. officials say it is only a mat¬ 
ter of time, perhaps less than a 
year, before Pyongyang masters 
the ability to build a bomb small 
and robust enough to be launched 
atop a long-range ballistic missile 
and thus pose a direct threat to the 
United States. 

The Trump administration has 
tried to push China and Russia 
to further cut trade with North 
Korea, pressured other countries 
to cut diplomatic ties with Pyong¬ 
yang, and added new banking and 
human rights sanctions against 
Kim’s government. 

In addition, Trump has asked 
the Pentagon to update U.S. mili¬ 
tary options to prevent North 
Korea from launching a nuclear 
strike. 
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Raising their profile, looking outward 


Yemeni immigrants focus on future in US amid war back home 


By Jeff Karoub 

Associated. Press 

DEARBORN, Mich. — Ibrahim 
Alhasbani is like generations of 
Middle Eastern immigrants in the 
Detroit suburb of Dearborn. He 
fled war, came with dreams and 
worked for others until he could 
strike out on his own. 

Now, like an increasing number 
of people from Yemen who have 
come to the United States, he sees 
a long-term future outside the 
country he left and seeks to bring 
aspects of his native country into 
America. 

“Here, you build; over there, 
you have memories,” said Alhas¬ 
bani, owner of Qahwah House, a 
cafe that serves coffee made from 
beans harvested on his family’s 
farm in Yemen’s mountains. “I 
live here, so this is the main thing. 
This is what’s going to help first 
build my career, build my busi¬ 
ness ... and help the people over 
there.” 

Yemenis have been coming to 
the U.S. for more than a century 
—especially since the 1960s—but 
in recent years, they have been 
planting stronger roots, raising 
their profile and looking outward 
— opening upscale restaurants 
and cafes and running for politi¬ 
cal office. And in cases like Al¬ 
hasbani, they are making Yemeni 
culture a key part of the business 
proposition. 

It’s a path that’s not unusual for 
first- and second-generation im¬ 
migrants in the U.S. For Yemenis, 
the shift is also a reaction to chaos 
in their homeland, where a dev¬ 
astating civil war has killed more 
than 10,000 people and displaced 
2 million. 

“People are coming here and 
bringing their resources here,” 
said Sally Howell, an author and 
associate professor of Arab Amer¬ 
ican Studies at the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn. “In the 
past, they weren’t really commit¬ 
ted to here. Now, the situation has 


been so bad in Yemen for so long, 
they’re doing what other refugees 
and exiles do: They’re acknowl¬ 
edging their future is here.” 

The highest U.S. population of 
Yemenis is in the Detroit area, 
where Syrian and Lebanese im¬ 
migrants had already settled and 
became more prominent in busi¬ 
ness. Unlike their Arab neighbors, 
many Yemeni men came alone and 
didn’t have relatives follow them, 



Yemen like 
*U/p'rp we did be " 

we re not fore/ . said Ra _ 
going back sheedAlnozili, 
to Yemen P\> blisb f of 

... .. . The Yemeni 

like we did American 
before. J News. “We 
_ „ „ learn from 

R ^ heed Lebanese. 

Alnozih xhey built 
publisher of The here then they 
Yemeni American built there. We 
News ma de a mis¬ 
take: we built 
there, now we 
built here. ... We learned late, but 
we’re still in process.” 

Areas of New York City, San 
Francisco, Chicago and Buf¬ 
falo, N.Y., also have Yemeni com¬ 
munities. About 43,000 people 
of Yemeni ancestry are in the 
U.S., according to a 2015 census 
survey. 

However, advocates say the 
number is much higher because 
of historical undercounting and 
has significantly increased since 
that last survey because of dete¬ 
riorating conditions in Yemen, 
which fell into chaos following its 


2011 Arab Spring uprising that 
removed longtime autocrat Ah 
Abdullah Saleh. 

Then, in September 2014, Shiite 
rebels known as Houthis seized 
the Yemeni capital of Sanaa after 
driving out the internationally 
backed government of President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi. A 
Saudi-led coalition backing Hadi 
has been fighting to defeat the 
Iran-backed Houthis since March 
2015. 

Dearborn and the Detroit en¬ 
clave of Hamtramck have several 
sit-down restaurants specializing 
in Yemeni cuisine. In Hamtramck, 
where a Yemeni serves on the ma- 
jority-Muslim City Council, there 
are also shops devoted to Yemeni 
sweets and sub sandwiches. 

“The real difference today is 
that Yemeni are representing 
Yemen to the public, not just hav¬ 
ing ethnic Yemeni restaurants 
in tightly knit Yemeni enclaves,” 
Howell said. 

At Qahwah House, the goal is 
not only to serve Yemeni-style 
coffee, with its alluring tastes of 
cardamom and ginger, but also to 
impart information about Yemen’s 
history and culture. The country 
is, as the National Coffee Associa¬ 
tion notes, where coffee cultivation 
and trade began, though Ethiopia 
boasts of being the birthplace of 
the discovery of coffee. 

“That’s why I want to... be like a 
messenger for my country — give 
the right picture about the people 
over there and the coffee,” said Al¬ 
hasbani, whose brother was blind¬ 
ed when a bomb exploded near his 
family’s home several years ago. 

In Hamtramck, Abraham Ai- 
yash, a first-generation Yemeni 
who is running as a Democrat for 
state Senate, is inspired by those 
who have struggled and recalls an 
uncle who died last year in Yemen 
after an airstrike. “I’ll always re¬ 
member that in the work that I 
do.... I’ll be reminded that people 
before me kind of had to toil and 
sweat to make this possible.” 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Ibrahim Alhasbani, owner of Qahwah House, pours coffee as he 
prepares a dessert in Dearborn, Mich. 
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Snow slows California's 
plunge back into drought 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Frank Gehrke, chief of the California Cooperative Snow Surveys 
Program for the Department of Water Resources, conducts a snow 
survey near Echo Summit, Calif., last month. 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Welcome 
drifts of fresh snow await Califor¬ 
nia’s water managers on their late- 
winter survey of the vital Sierra 
Nevada snowpack Monday after a 
massive winter storm slowed the 
state’s plunge back into drought. 

The storm piled snow by the foot 
in the mountains, forcing Depart¬ 
ment of Water Resources officials 
to postpone the measurement for 
a few days. 

“We didn’t feel like it would be 
safe” for water officials and news 
crews who turn out for the month¬ 
ly winter assessments of Sierra 
snowpack to make the trek during 
last week’s storm, said Chris Or- 
rock, a spokesman for state water 
officials. 

The storm brought parts of 
California more rain in hours 
than they received during all of 


February, typically one of the 
wettest months of the year. In 
Southern California, the storm 
brought what was only the second 
significant rainfall of the past 
year to some areas, prompting 
new evacuations after rare rains 
earlier this year triggered deadly 
mudslides. 

Most importantly, it brought 
copious snow to the Sierra. Run¬ 
off from melted snow through the 
spring historically supplies Cali¬ 
fornians with one-third of their 
water, although scientists say cli¬ 
mate change is altering that. 

Before the storm, California 
had accumulated less than a quar¬ 
ter of its normal snowpack for the 
year. State officials expected the 
storm to double that, Orrock said, 
bringing the state to about half the 
historical average for snowpack 


by this point in March, typically 
California’s last, best chance for 
wet winter storms. 

California emerged only last 
year from a historic five-year 
drought that forced mandatory 
water conservation for cities and 
towns, dried wells and killed mil¬ 
lions of trees in a devastating pe¬ 
riod for wildlife. 

Near-record rain last year 
snapped the drought, only to have 
this winter’s rainy season land as 
a dud. 

By February, nearly half the 
state — all of it in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, home to more than half of 
residents — was back in drought, 
according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. 

The Los Angeles-based Metro¬ 
politan Water District, the coun¬ 
try’s largest urban supplier of 


water, still plans to vote in April 
on increased funding for conser¬ 
vation programs, spokeswoman 
Rebecca Kimitch said. 

“One storm isn’t going to ... 
make up for what has been a very 
dry few months,” Kimitch said. 

California’s rainy season is often 


this kind of a cliffhanger, Daniel 
Swain, a climate scientist at the 
University of California, Los An¬ 
geles, said last month. 

The state is dependent on a 
handful of significant storms 
for its water, so things can turn 
around quickly, he said. 



Courtesy of John Masson/AP 

David Gavitt visits the grave of his wife and two daughters in Ionia County, Mich., 
immediately after he was released from prison. 


Mich, man cleared of murder 
now fighting for compensation 


By Ed White 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — David Gavitt spent 26 years 
in prison for the deaths of his wife and two 
daughters before a prosecutor agreed that 
the evidence behind his arson conviction 
was no longer credible. The case helped in¬ 
spire a Michigan law aimed at compensat¬ 
ing the wrongfully convicted. 

Yet the state now is vigorously resisting 
Gavitt’s request for money, going so far as 
to question whether he’s really innocent. He 
would qualify for more than $1 million. 

“My reaction? I don’t know how to put this 
— anger,” said Gavitt, 59, who works the 
midnight shift at a tub manufacturer. “It’s 
like a slap in the face.... I thought we lived 
in America, where the accused doesn’t have 
to prove innocence. They’re judging me all 
over again.” 

Gavitt’s claim under Michigan’s Wrong¬ 
ful Imprisonment Compensation Act — 
$50,000 for each year in prison — would 
seem like a slam dunk. The evidence used 
to convict him was thoroughly discredited 
through major advances in fire science, and 
Ionia County prosecutor Ron Schafer in 
2012 declined a second trial. 


But Schafer’s successor and the Michigan 
attorney general’s office aren’t convinced 
he should be paid. 

“Although Mr. Gavitt is no longer guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt of the crime 
initially charged, there certainly is circum¬ 
stantial evidence that supports he is not 
innocent of wrongdoing,” prosecutor Kyle 
Butler said in a letter to Attorney General 
Bill Schuette. 

Michigan is among 32 states and the 
District of Columbia that provide money to 
people who are rebuilding their lives after 
being wrongly convicted. Perjury, bad evi¬ 
dence, sloppy police work — all have led 
to reversals, sometimes after decades in 
prison. 

Gavitt was convicted of arson and murder 
in 1986 in a tragedy that stunned the small 
town of Ionia, 130 miles northwest of De¬ 
troit. His wife, Angie, and their daughters, 
ages 3 and 11, died. Wearing only jeans, 
Gavitt was rushed to a hospital where he 
spent weeks recovering from severe bums. 

He insisted the fire in the living room 
was an accident. But experts testified that 
bum patterns in the living room were typi¬ 
cal of an intentional fire and that traces of 
gasoline were detected. 


Tyson’s former Ohio home 
becoming house of worship 


Associated Press 

WARREN, Ohio — A garishly appointed 
Ohio mansion that heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson once called home 
and subsequently fell into disrepair is 
being converted into a house of worship. 

The Living Word Sanctuary Church has 
been cleaning up the property in Trumbull 
County’s Southington Township, roughly 
45 miles southeast of Cleveland, since the 
25,000-square-foot mansion was donated 
to the church several years ago. 

“The property had been untouched 
for 10 years,” Living Word Pastor Nicho¬ 
las DeJacimo told the Warren Tribune- 
Chronicle. “You had so much grass, you 
could have sold it for hay.” 

The mansion is a considerable step up. 
The church has been holding services at a 
YMCA. The sanctuary the church hopes to 
have ready by year’s end is an area where 
Tyson and his guests splashed in an indoor 
pool. A four-bay garage is being turned 
into youth classrooms and a nursery. Tall 
steel cages where Tyson kept four tigers 
have been dismantled for a pavilion. 

The second-floor master suite featured 
mirror-covered walls and ceiling, a whirl¬ 
pool spa and two bathrooms. 

“We heard there were some crazy par¬ 
ties here,” DeJacimo said. “We will turn 
this into a room where women can get 
ready for a wedding.” 

Church offices and meeting rooms are 
being built on the second floor. 

It’s unclear which of the mansion’s design 
features can be attributed to Tyson or the 
previous owner. It was built in 1979. Tyson 
bought in 1989 for $300,000 and sold it 10 
years later for $1.3 million to Paul Monea, 
an infomercial entrepreneur best known 
for marketing Tae-Bo exercise videos. 

Monea was sentenced in 2007 to 13 
years in federal prison for money launder¬ 
ing. The mansion was bought in 2010 for 
$600,000 and then donated to the church 
for a tax write-off. 

The church’s up-front investment was 
$50,000 to clear back taxes. 



Mark A. Stahl/AP 


Former heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson pumps his fist in the air during 
his weigh-in at the Chevrolet Centre in 
Youngstown, Ohio, in October 2006. 


Tyson returned to 
the mansion in 1995 
after serving time in 
Indiana for rape and 
lived there while 
training at promoter 
Don King’s camp 
in nearby Orwell, 
according to the 
had SO much newspaper. Tyson 
„ ra cc vou befriended neigh- 
grass, you bors during train _ 

I have sold it ing runs and played 
for hav j basketball with kids 
y ‘ on his court. 

Nicholas People stop by 
DeJacimo hoping for a look in- 
Living Word pastor side Tyson’s former 
home, DeJacimo 
said. He said the 
mansion “got dropped in our lap.” 

“I tell everyone, ‘This was meant for 


The 

property 
had been 
untouched 
for 10 
years. You 
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Cardinal's accusers testify in Australian court 



By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
The most senior Catholic Church 
leader to be charged with sexual 
abuse came close to confront¬ 
ing his accusers on Monday in 
a video-linked Australian court 
hearing to test the strength of the 
prosecution’s case. 

Cardinal George Pell’s alleged 
victims began testifying in the 
Melbourne Magistrates Court 
against Pope Francis’ former fi¬ 
nance minister in testimony that 
cannot be made public. 

The complainants, who cannot 
be identified, are avoiding the in¬ 
tense media scrutiny focused on 
the cramped courtroom and the 
company of their alleged abuser 
by giving their evidence via a 
video connection from an un¬ 
disclosed location. The number 
of alleged victims has not been 
made public, and their testimony 
is scheduled to continue for up to 
two weeks. 


Magistrate Court on Monday. 

The 76-year-old Australian car¬ 
dinal has denied any wrongdoing 
and has foreshadowed pleas of not 
guilty if the committal hearing 


that is scheduled to run as long as 
a month finds there is sufficient 
evidence to warrant a jury trial. 
Pell was charged in June with 


sexually abusing multiple people 
in his Australian home state of 
Victoria. The details of the al¬ 
legations have yet to be released 
to the public, though police have 
described the charges as “his¬ 
torical” sexual assault offenses 
— meaning the alleged crimes 
occurred decades ago. 

One of the charges was with¬ 
drawn last week because the ac¬ 
cuser had recently died. 

Pell’s lawyer Robert Richter 
did not object to the complainants 
appearing in court on a television 
screen Monday rather than in 
person. 

When Pell last lived in Mel¬ 
bourne, he was archbishop of 
Australia’s second-largest city. 
He progressed to archbishop of 
Australia’s biggest city, Sydney, 
before moving to the Vatican as a 
prefect of the church’s Economy 
Ministry in 2014. He intends to 
return to that job once the crimi¬ 
nal charges are resolved. 

The case places both the car¬ 


dinal and the pope in potentially 
perilous territory. 

For Pell, the charges are a 
threat to his freedom, his reputa¬ 
tion and his career. For Francis, 
they are a threat to his credibility, 
given that he famously promised 
a “zero tolerance” policy for sex 
abuse in the church. 

Advocates for abuse victims 
have long railed against Fran¬ 
cis’ decision to appoint Pell to the 
high-ranking position in the first 
place. 

When Pell was promoted in 
2014, he was already facing al¬ 
legations that he had mishandled 
cases of clergy abuse during his 
time as archbishop. 

So far, Francis has withheld 
judgment of Pell, saying he wants 
to wait for Australian justice to 
run its course. And he did not 
force the cardinal to resign. 

Pell said he intends to con¬ 
tinue his work as a prefect of the 
church’s Economy Ministry once 
the case is resolved. 


Populist, anti-EU parties surge in 
Italian elections, but no majority 



South Korea Presidential Blue House, Yonhap/AP 


Kim Yong Choi, second from right, vice chairman of North Korea’s 
ruling Workers’ Party Central Committee, talks with the South 
Korean delegation in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Monday. 

North Korean leader hosts 
South’s envoys in rare visit 

By Kanga Kong 

Bloomberg 


By Frances D’Emilio 
and Colleen Barry 

Associated Press 

ROME — A rival pair of popu¬ 
list and stridently anti-European 
Union political forces surged in 
Italy’s parliamentary election 
at the expense of the country’s 
traditional political powers, but 
neither gained enough support to 
govern alone, preliminary results 
showed Monday. 

With no faction winning a 
clear majority and a hung Parlia¬ 
ment expected, the results con¬ 
firmed that negotiations to form 
a new government that can win 
a confidence vote will be long 
and fraught. Financial markets 
opened lower and were volatile in 
early trading Monday. 

Preliminary results released by 
Italy’s Interior Ministry showed 
the center-right coalition win¬ 
ning about 37 percent of the par¬ 
liamentary vote and the 5-Star 


Movement getting about 32 per¬ 
cent, with the center-left coalition 
far behind with 23 percent. 

In an upset, the results showed 
the right-wing, anti-immigrant 
and euroskeptic League party 
of Matteo Salvini surpassing the 
longtime anchor of the center- 
right, the Forza Italia party of 
ex-Premier Silvio Berlusconi. Ac¬ 
cording to the partial results, the 
League captured around 18 per¬ 
cent of the vote, while Forza Italia 
had less than 14 percent. 

With the anti-establishment 5- 
Stars the highest vote-getter of 
any single party, the results con¬ 
firmed the defeat of the two main 
political forces that have domi¬ 
nated Italian politics for decades 
— Forza Italia and the center-left 
Democrats — and the surging 
of populist and right-wing, eu¬ 
roskeptic forces that have burst 
onto the European scene. 

The 5-Star Movement considers 
itself an internet-based democra¬ 


cy, not a party, and views estab¬ 
lished parties as a parasitic caste. 
Since its birth in 2009 under the 
auspices of comic Beppe Grillo, 
the 5-Stars have attracted legions 
of mostly young Italians who are 
facing few job prospects and are 
fed up with Italy’s traditional 
politicians. 

The League, which captured 
only 4 percent of the national 
vote in the last general election in 
2013, was particularly strong in 
the north, its traditional base. In 
Veneto, where it won 11 percent 
in 2013, it captured around 48 
percent this time around. 

It will now be up to President 
Sergio Mattarella, a constitution¬ 
al scholar, to sound out the politi¬ 
cal parties to determine who has 
the best chances of forming a gov¬ 
ernment. The head of state has a 
ceremonial position that is meant 
to be above the political fray. 


North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un held talks with top aides to 
South Korea’s Moon Jae-in in 
Pyongyang on Monday, the pres¬ 
ident’s office said, in the first 
meeting between the leader of the 
isolated nation and officials from 
Seoul since he took power in 2011. 

National Security Office head 
Chung Eui-yong and National In¬ 
telligence Service chief Suh Hoon 
were in the North Korean capital 
to seek to persuade Kim to start 
talks with the U.S. on denuclear¬ 
ization and stave off a potential 
conflict over his nuclear program. 
The envoys also planned to dis¬ 
cuss with Pyongyang officials the 
release of three Korean-Ameri- 
cans detained in North Korea. 

Kim hosted the envoys for a 
dinner that started at 6 p.m. Seoul 
time, a spokesman for Moon told 
a briefing. The delegation arrived 
around 2:50 p.m. 

The South Korean envoys are 
due to travel to Washington later 
this week to discuss the results of 


their discussions with the Trump 
administration. Their two-day 
trip follows a visit by Kim’s sister 
to South Korea last month, when 
she invited Moon to North Korea 
to meet her brother for what would 
be the first inter-Korean summit 
for 11 years. 

The meeting “shows Kim Jong 
Un wants to achieve his inter-Ko¬ 
rean objectives laid out in his New 
Year’s Day address,” said Duyeon 
Kim, visiting senior research fel¬ 
low at the Korean Peninsula Fu¬ 
ture Forum in Seoul. “It places 
much importance on the envoys’ 
visit while continuing his peace 
offensive tactics toward the South 
and portraying his country as nor¬ 
mal, modern and peace-loving.” 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang told re¬ 
porters in a regular briefing in 
Beijing earlier Monday that China 
hopes the interaction between the 
two Koreas could bring about talks 
between North Korea and the U.S. 
He added that China stands ready 
to play a positive role to realize de¬ 
nuclearization and achieve lasting 
peace on the peninsula. 


Shell, Eni go on trial in Nigerian bribery case 


Associated Press 

MILAN — A corporate bribery trial billed as the 
biggest in history opened Monday against the Shell 
and Eni oil companies as well as former and cur¬ 
rent executives, all charged in a $1.1 billion scandal 
to win control of one of Nigeria’s most lucrative oil 
blocks. 

The size of the two oil companies makes the trial 
the biggest, according to anti-corruption campaign¬ 
ers, who also say it is unprecedented that Eni’s cur¬ 
rent CEO, Claudio Descalzi, remains in his post 
while he faces such serious charges. 

“We have never seen a sitting CEO of an oil major 
go on trial for bribery,” said Barnaby Pace, a cam¬ 
paigner with activist group Global Witness. 

The trial was later postponed until May 14 for 


technical reasons. The Nigerian government and 
four nongovernmental organizations, including 
Global Witness, submitted requests to be considered 
damaged parties in the proceedings, which would 
allow them to participate in the prosecution. 

Descalzi is one of 13 individuals charged in the 
case involving the 2011 purchase of the OPL245 
block. Other defendants include his predecessor, 
Paolo Scaroni; two former top Shell executives; a 
former Nigerian oil minister; and a series of middle¬ 
men and advisers. The companies themselves are 
also corporate defendants. 

Milan prosecutors allege that $520 million of the 
$1.1 billion paid into an escrow account was con¬ 
verted into cash and distributed as bribes, while 
several hundred million more went to a former oil 
minister. 
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China pledges growth; 
embraces term limit end 

By Joe McDonald 
and Gillian Wong 

Associated Press 


BEIJING — China’s government pledged 
Monday to deliver robust growth, pursue 
advanced technology and boost military 
spending while urging the public to embrace 
President Xi Jinping’s rule as its ceremonial 
legislature prepared for changes to allow Xi 
to stay in power indefinitely. 

The plan to end constitutional limits on 
Xi’s term as president has overshadowed the 
meeting of the National People’s Congress, 
which usually is used to showcase economic 
initiatives and plans for social programs and 
other government work. 

In a nearly two-hour speech to the legisla¬ 
ture, Premier Li Keqiang did not mention the 
scrapping of term limits but emphasized the 
primacy of Xi, 64, and the ruling Communist 
Party he leads in all aspects of Chinese life. 

The slide toward one-man rule under Xi, al¬ 
ready China’s most dominant figure of recent 
decades, has fueled concern that Beijing is 
eroding efforts to guard against the excesses 
of autocratic leadership and make economic 
regulation more stable and predictable. 

The president’s office has few powers, but 
Xi’s posts as ruling party general secretary 
and chairman of the commission that controls 
the party’s military wing, the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army, already have no term limit. By tra¬ 
dition since the early 1990s, one person has 


held all three posts at the same time. 

“If it gets approved, you can describe his at¬ 
tempt to abolish term limits as really to make 
China medieval again, not to make China 
great again,” said Warren Sun, a historian of 
the Chinese Communist Party at Australia’s 
Monash University. 

Chinese officials have defended the end of 
Xi’s term limits as necessary to ensure conti¬ 
nuity as Beijing undertakes a sprawling long- 
range agenda aimed at making state industry 
competitive and productive, developing profit¬ 
able high-tech industry, reducing poverty and 
cleaning up China’s battered environment. 

In line with this agenda, Li set this year’s 
growth target at around 6.5 percent, which 
would be among the world’s strongest. 

It comes amid a campaign to nurture self- 
sustaining growth based on domestic con¬ 
sumption and to rein in surging debt that 
prompted ratings agencies to cut Beijing’s 
government credit rating last year. 

Private sector analysts have questioned if 
Beijing can achieve such strong growth with¬ 
out infusions of bank lending and government 
spending, which would set back its reforms. 

Last year’s growth came in at 6.9 percent, 
but that was supported by a boom in bank 
lending and real estate sales that regulators 
are trying to rein in amid concern about debt 
that has soared to the equivalent of 270 per¬ 
cent of annual economic output. 

Li promised progress on an array of politi¬ 
cally challenging plans, including the restruc- 



Andy Wong/AP 


Chinese Premier Li Keqiang delivers a work 
report at the opening session of the annual 
National People’s Congress on Monday. 

turing or bankruptcy of “zombie enterprises,” 
money-losing but politically favored compa¬ 
nies that are kept afloat by loans from govern¬ 
ment banks. 

The move to consolidate even more power 
under Xi comes as foreign governments, al¬ 
ready wary of China’s expanding influence 
abroad, are closely watching shifts toward 
greater authoritarianism. 

Chinese investments abroad in technology 
and banking are under closer scrutiny, while 
foreign companies and governments complain 
that Beijing hampers access to its markets in 
violation of its free-trade commitments. 

Legislators also are due to endorse the ap¬ 
pointment of economic and other officials 
picked by the party. That is widely expected 
to include the promotion of Xi’s top economic 
adviser to a post overseeing reform. 


China to boost defense spending in 2018 



Kin Cheung/AP 


China will increase its defense budget by 8 percent to $173 billion this year as the country prepares to 
expand its military assets. 


By Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s defense 
budget will rise 8.1 percent to 
$173 billion this year as the coun¬ 
try prepares to launch its second 
aircraft carrier, integrate stealth 
fighters into its air force and field 
an array of advanced missiles 
able to attack air and sea targets 
at vast distances. 

The figure released in a re¬ 
port Monday to the ceremonial 
National People’s Congress is an 
increase in the growth rate from 
last year, when Finance Ministry 
officials said the budget was ris¬ 
ing 7 percent to $151 billion. 

Years of double-digit percent¬ 
age growth have given China the 
world’s second-largest defense 
budget after the United States. 

“We will stick to the Chinese 
path in strengthening our armed 
forces, advance all aspects of mil¬ 
itary training and war prepared¬ 
ness,” Premier Li Keqiang said 
as he read a report to delegates at 
the Great Hall of the People. 

China’s defense spending as 
a share of GDP and the budget 
remains lower than that of other 
major nations, Zhang Yesui, a 
spokesman for the legislature, 
said Sunday. 

This year’s defense budget 
comes to about 1.3 percent of last 
year’s GDP of $12.4 trillion. 

Noting that this year’s increase 
was roughly the same as last 
year’s when adjusted for infla¬ 
tion, Shanghai military expert Ni 
Lexiong said China was seeking 
to avoid a full-on arms race based 


on quantity of weapons, choosing 
instead to invest in high-tech sys¬ 
tems and training. 

China’s navy has been training 
rigorously on the Liaoning air¬ 
craft carrier, which was bought 
from Ukraine and heavily refur¬ 
bished. In April, it launched a 
50,000-ton carrier built entirely 
on its own based on the Ukrai¬ 
nian model. 

It will join the improved Type 
093B Shang class nuclear-pow¬ 
ered attack submarine equipped 
with anti-ship missiles — consid¬ 
ered only slightly inferior to the 
U.S. Navy’s mainstay Los Ange¬ 
les class boats — and the Type 
055 guided-missile destroyers 


at the forefront of China’s naval 
technology. 

Such vessels stand to alter the 
balance of power in the Indo-Pa- 
cific, where the U.S. Navy has 
long been dominant and regional 
rivals such as Japan and India are 
stepping up their presence. Most 
navy ships already have anti¬ 
ship cruise missiles with longer 
ranges than those of their U.S. 
counterparts. 

China’s navy is also relying on 
numerical superiority to boost its 
influence. 

In the air, China last month said 
it had begun equipping combat 
units with its J-20 stealth fighter 
jet, the country’s answer to fifth- 


generation jets such as the U.S. 
F-22 and F-35. No less impres¬ 
sive is China’s missile technology, 
particularly the DF-21D, which is 
built to take out an aircraft car¬ 
rier, and a new air-to-air missile 
with a range of some 249 miles 
that could attack assets such as 
early warning aircraft and refu¬ 
eling tankers crucial to U.S. Air 
Force operations. 

In a further display of sophis¬ 
tication, China said in early Feb¬ 
ruary that it had successfully 
tested a mid-course anti-missile 
defense system, deploying tech¬ 
nology similar to that used to de¬ 
stroy a defunct Chinese satellite 
in 2007. 


Carlos the 
Jackal back 
on trial for 
Paris attack 

Associated Press 

PARIS — The Venezuelan ex¬ 
tremist known as Carlos the Jack¬ 
al went back on trial Monday for 
a deadly 1974 grenade attack on a 
Paris shopping arcade. 

A Paris court convicted Carlos, 
whose real name is Ilich Ramirez 
Sanchez, last year and handed 
him a life sentence. 

He appealed — even though 
he’s already serving two life sen¬ 
tences for murders and attacks he 
was convicted of perpetrating or 
organizing in the 1970s and 1980s 
on behalf of the Palestinian cause, 
or of communist revolution. 

One of his lawyers, Isabelle 
Coutant-Peyre, said Carlos hadn’t 
been able to see the case dossier 
for the appeals trial, and might 
ask for a delay in Monday’s open¬ 
ing proceedings. 

Carlos, now 68, has long denied 
involvement in the attack on the 
Drugstore Publicis shopping cen¬ 
ter in the French capital’s Latin 
Quarter, which killed two people 
and injured 34. 

The case was initially dis¬ 
missed for lack of evidence. 
Carlos, the only defendant in the 
original trial, was found guilty of 
throwing the grenade. 

Ramirez Sanchez was once the 
world’s most-wanted fugitive be¬ 
fore intelligence agents captured 
him in Sudan in 1994 and smug¬ 
gled him to France in a sack. 


German 
equality boss 
wants change 
to anthem 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — A German equal¬ 
ity official reportedly wants to 
change the country’s national 
anthem to make it more gender- 
neutral, including by removing a 
reference to “the Fatherland.” 

The Weekly Bild am Sonntag 
reported that Kristin Rose-Moeh- 
ring suggested replacing the word 
“Vaterland” with “Heimatland,” 
which roughly translates as 
homeland. The newspaper report¬ 
ed Sunday that Rose-Moehring 
also proposed replacing another 
male-specific word, “brotherly,” 
with “courageous.” 

Rose-Moehring, who speaks for 
the 25 equality officials in Ger¬ 
many’s top federal departments, 
suggested making the change on 
March 8, International Women’s 
Day. 

Austria and Canada have re¬ 
moved gender-specific terms from 
their anthems in recent years. 

Germany officially cut its na¬ 
tional anthem to only the third 
stanza of August Heinrich Hoff¬ 
mann von Fallersleben’s lyrics in 
1991. The Nazis favored the first 
stanza, which declares “Germa¬ 
ny above all.” 
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By Jackson Diehl 

The Washington Post 

W ith Western democracy on the 
defensive, China’s Xi Jinping is 
aggressively advancing a new 
model for human governance 
in the 21st century: personal dictatorship 
backed by nationalism, state-directed cap¬ 
italism and a security apparatus empow¬ 
ered by cutting-edge technologies. There’s 
no pretense of evolution toward democracy 
or even the rule of law. On the contrary, 
Xi explicitly casts his regime as an alter¬ 
native that “offers a new option for other 
countries.” 

Among the world leaders seemingly most 
likely to embrace this neo-totalitarianism 
are Russia’s Vladimir Putin and Egypt’s 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, both of whom have 
consolidated personal power on a platform 
of nationalism. So it’s interesting that both 
Putin and el-Sissi are putting on presiden¬ 
tial elections this month. 

Sure, these are not real elections. They 
are Potemkin pageants that will award the 
two strongmen overwhelming victories, 
thanks in part to the exclusion of all seri¬ 
ous opponents. The only suspense about 
the March 18 vote in Russia, or the ballot 
in Egypt concluding 10 days later, will be 
about the abstention rate, because opposi¬ 
tion leaders in both countries are calling 
for boycotts. 

Still, it’s telling that Putin and el-Sissi 
feel compelled to engage in something re¬ 
sembling a democratic exercise and even 
to campaign for votes. Putin has been tour¬ 
ing factories and last Thursday delivered a 
fiery nationalist speech reeking of Trump- 
esque populism. For his part, el-Sissi 
ginned up a new, made-for-television mili¬ 
tary campaign in the Sinai Peninsula last 
month, and last week his chief prosecutor 
launched a broadside against an always- 
popular target, the foreign news media. 
Why bother? “I think the answer is ob¬ 


By John M. Crisp 

Tribune News Service 

T he school shooting in Parkland, 
Fla., had many victims. Seventeen 
killed. At least 15 wounded. Scores 
of family members and friends 
whose grief is inconsolable. And a nation 
of schoolchildren who have good reason 
to believe that their schools are no longer 
safe. Many of these victims will never be 
whole again. 

But here’s what I suspect will be an un¬ 
popular acknowledgement of one more vic¬ 
tim of this tragic affair: Broward County 
Deputy Scot Peterson. 

Peterson was one of the first responders 
to the shooting. Allegedly he took up a tac¬ 
tical position outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School while shooter Nikolas 
Cruz killed victim after victim inside. 

Peterson contends that he was confused 
about the source of the gunfire and by a 
false report of a casualty on the football 
field. He says that he was following proto¬ 
col. This explanation is at least plausible. 

But critics, eager to assign blame, found 
an attractive target in Peterson. He was 
widely vilified. President Donald Trump 
called him “not good” and a “coward,” 
whose actions were “disgusting” and a 
“disgrace.” 

And, indeed, he may have simply lost his 
nerve. 

When I first heard about Peterson, I 
thought of a passage from historian Sam¬ 
uel Eliot Morison’s “The Two-Ocean War,” 
the story of a senior American naval com- 


vious: legitimacy,” said Stanford Univer¬ 
sity’s Larry Diamond, an expert on global 
democratic trends. “There is still enough 
resonance today of the democracy princi¬ 
ple so that leaders like [el-] Sissi and Putin 
feel the need to show that they have won 
in a superficially competitive election, that 
they are the people’s choice.” 

Of course, Russia and Egypt started 
their march toward 21st-century autocra¬ 
cy from a different place than China. Both 
once had relatively free elections — Egypt 
in 2011 and Russia as recently as Putin’s 
first presidential run, in 2000. It’s not easy 
to renounce that tradition completely, or 
overnight. So Putin and el-Sissi have acted 
by increments, gradually eliminating the 
space for opposition parties, civil society 
groups and critical media. 

Four years ago el-Sissi allowed a genuine 
opponent, leftist Hamdeen Sabahi, to run 
against him. This year his four potentially 
serious challengers, including two former 
senior military officers, were jailed or 
threatened with prosecution to keep them 
off the ballot. 

Putin’s propagandists claim that he en¬ 
joys overwhelming support from Russians, 
yet the new czar also no longer allows him¬ 
self to be tested by real competition. A de¬ 
cade ago, opposition leader Boris Nemtsov 
was permitted to run for president against 
Putin’s stand-in, Dmitry Medvedev. Now 
Nemtsov is dead — assassinated outside 
the Kremlin — while the country’s most 
popular dissident, Alexei Navalny, is 
banned from this year’s vote. 

Xi has locked in his right to rule for life 
by moving to abolish the two-term limit on 
China’s presidency. But neither Putin nor 
el-Sissi has yet dared to take that step. Of¬ 
ficially, Putin will be ineligible for election 
after his next term expires in 2024, while 


mander who, in the face of a naval engage¬ 
ment in World War II, was unable to find 
the courage to alter his warship’s course 
to confront the enemy. Instead he steamed 
away from the battle. 

The captain then retired to his cabin and 
killed himself with a handgun. 

This is the sort of haunting, life-destroy¬ 
ing guilt that Peterson faces. Sometimes 
people simply freeze in the face of danger. 
No one really knows how he or she will 
react. 

But if Peterson failed to do his duty, so 
have many others, including our culture 
as a whole, which continues to ask first re¬ 
sponders to engage shooters by whom they 
are completely outgunned. 

Peterson was armed with a pistol, which 
is no match for a semiautomatic AR-15 with 
a high-capacity magazine. A fully automat¬ 
ic assault rifle (which produces a stream 
of bullets until the trigger is released) can 
deliver more firepower, but the semiauto¬ 
matic (one bullet fired per trigger pull) is 
an extremely destructive combat weapon. 

In fact, The New York Times noted re¬ 
cently that for decades American troops 
have been trained to operate their assault 
weapons in semiautomatic mode rather 
than automatic mode. 

Analysis of the Florida shooting indi¬ 
cates that Cruz discharged his semiauto¬ 
matic weapon at a rate of P /2 rounds per 
second, several times faster than Ameri¬ 
can infantrymen are trained to fire. And 
the AR-15’s standard magazine holds up to 
30 rounds. 


el-Sissi said as recently as November that 
he would not try to lift Egypt’s two-term 
limit, which could force him from office in 
2022. 

Perhaps their lack of nerve is a testa¬ 
ment to the unique carrot and stick of Xi’s 
regime: a still robustly growing economy, 
combined with a domestic security service 
that is adopting tools such as artificial in¬ 
telligence and facial recognition. Already, 
in China, technology exists that can detect 
train passengers breaking minor rules and 
punish them with reductions in their “so¬ 
cial credit” scores. 

It’s hard to imagine Egypt achieving the 
technological competence to impose such 
citizen-by-citizen control anytime soon. 
Putin’s agents could do it, but that would 
break his implicit pact with Russians — to 
leave them alone in exchange for political 
passivity. Meanwhile, neither Putin nor el- 
Sissi can offer his people the prospect of 
steadily improving living standards. 

What all this suggests is that Xi-type to¬ 
talitarianism is unlikely to spread anytime 
soon as a full-fledged alternative to liberal 
democracy. Liberal values may be in re¬ 
treat in much of the world, and even estab¬ 
lished democracies are on the defensive. 
But the appeal of the popular vote remains 
strong enough that even the most repres¬ 
sive countries are unlikely to abandon it. 

Diamond said that what’s true of Egypt 
and Russia is also holding across Central 
Asia, the Caucasus and Africa. “I guess the 
good news is that they still need to put on 
the show,” he said. “The bad news is that 
it is an increasingly hollow and fraudulent 
show, and yet they are getting away with 
it.” 


Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor for 
The Washington Post. 


In short, we’re asking a lot of Peterson to 
take on this kind of firepower with a stan¬ 
dard service pistol. And he couldn’t have 
known how many shooters were involved. 
Would you have the courage to enter the 
building? 

Trump, better known for his self-ag¬ 
grandizing imagination than his empathy, 
was confident: “I really believe I’d run in 
there even if I didn’t have a weapon.” 

But like the students at Parkland, I call 
BS. Trump has no idea what he would do 
in the same circumstance, nor do any of 
us. In fact, Trump’s history suggests that 
he’s more of a bluffer than a fighter, more 
inclined to criticize people who have dem¬ 
onstrated their courage, such as Sen. John 
McCain and former Secretary of State 
John Kerry, than to perform acts of brav¬ 
ery himself. 

If Trump wants to show courage, he 
should take on the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion and support a ban on high-powered, 
military-style weapons with high-capacity 
magazines, both automatic and semiauto¬ 
matic. Until our political leaders can mus¬ 
ter this sort of courage, we will continue to 
have school shootings. 

And we’ll continue to ask first respond¬ 
ers — and armed teachers — to face up to 
firepower that they can’t match. 

So Scot Peterson is one more victim of 
guns in our country. He will have to live 
with his failure to act. The rest of us have 
to live with our failure to act, as well. 

John M. Crisp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune 
News Service, lives in Georgetown, Texas. 


Parkland school shooting claims 1 more victim 
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Woman wins Keys conch 
contest, gets proposal 

P| KEY WEST —A Florida 
™ --i retiree won the women’s 
division victory in Key West’s an¬ 
nual Conch Shell Blowing Contest 
— and a marriage proposal from a 
fellow competitor. 

Mary Lou Smith impressed the 
judges Saturday with long blasts 
on the fluted, pink-lined shell 
which she followed with a joyous, 
accepting duet with Rick Race 
after his onstage proposal. 

Judges evaluated entrants from 
children to seniors on the quality, 
novelty, duration and loudness of 
sounds they produced. 

Man dons bulletproof 
vest, is fatally shot 

TV HOUSTON — Hous- 
I W ton police said a man 
who put on a bulletproof vest at 
a party was killed when another 
man attending the party fired a 
shot at him. 

Police are searching for the 
man who fired the fatal shot early 
Sunday. Investigators said foren¬ 
sics tests will determine if the 
gunshot went through the vest or 
struck an uncovered area. 

Police believe six to eight peo¬ 
ple were attending the party. 

Text for drug customer 
goes to deputy instead 

QA SUMTER — Authori- 
ties said a man wanting 
to sell drugs got himself and two of 
his friends arrested by accidental¬ 
ly texting a police officer instead 
of a customer. 

Sumter County deputies said 
the officer received a text about 
2 p.m. Thursday offering to sell 
marijuana. Authorities said the 
deputy texted back and arranged 
the sale in less than three hours. 

Deputies said in a statement 
they stopped the drug dealer’s car 
on the way to the sale and found 
several bags of marijuana and 
scales. They arrested three of four 
people in the car on marijuana 
charges. 

Crossing guard charged 
with selling pot on job 

nA SELINSGROVE — A 
wT Pennsylvania crossing 
guard has been charged with sell¬ 
ing marijuana at her post. 

Kathryn Miller, 31, was ar¬ 
rested March 27 while working at 
an intersection near Selinsgrove 
Area High School. 

Police alleged she sold mari¬ 
juana to an informant four times 
last month, including twice while 
at her job. 

Selinsgrove Area Superinten¬ 
dent Chad Cohrs told WNEP-TV 
that Miller has been suspended. 
He said she has worked as a cross¬ 
ing guard since 2012. 

Miller was jailed on charges 
including delivery of a controlled 
substance. 

Man hit by lightning: 
Memory ‘got erased’ 

| IT LAS VEGAS —A Utah 
I man who was struck by 
lightning while playing golf said 
the time between being hit and 
waking up was a blur. 


THE CENSUS 

m m The amount of military pension pay a recently retired county jail guard in Texas is accused of taking 
ME from the bank account of his long-deceased uncle. Federal officials allege Burnie Joseph Haynes, a 
detention officer for the Fort Bend Sheriff’s Office until last month, stole the money from 1996 to 2016 
® “ in the form of retirement pay to Air Force veteran Joseph McKinley Wells, who died in 1996. 


Casey Mozingo, The Goldsboro (N.C.) News-Argus/AP 

Bringing the boom 

Re-enactors cover their ears Saturday as a cannon is fired during a demonstration at Goldsboro Bridge Battlefield in Dudley, N.C. 


KSL-TV reported that Justin 
Hofer, 38, a father of five, was 
taken to a burn trauma center in 
Las Vegas after he was struck Fri¬ 
day afternoon. 

Hofer said he remembers teeing 
off on the first hole and then wak¬ 
ing up Sunday at the hospital. He 
said it’s like his “memory just got 
erased.” 

Hofer suffered burns on 20 
percent of his body and will need 
skin grafts on his legs but said he 
is going to be home in St. George 
relatively quickly. 

Trump name taken off 
impeachment class 

A SAN DIEGO — San 
Diego State University 
is changing the name of a class 
that sparked public criticism. 

The name of the course? 

“Trump: Impeachment, Re¬ 
moval or Conviction?” 

The university announced 
Wednesday that it was dropping 
Trump’s name from the title. 

The course covers the history, 
procedures and constitutional 
grounds for removing presidents 
as well as presidential immunity. 
It also reviews all 19 impeach¬ 
ments in U.S. history. 


The one-unit weekend class 
began Friday. It’s offered to the 
public through the university’s ex¬ 
tended studies program. 

Friars close bakery, 
will open a brewery 

|U| r BUCKSPORT — Two 
I * I b Maine friars say they 
are closing down their iconic bak¬ 
ery to open up a brewery. 

The Bangor Daily News report¬ 
ed Friar’s Bakehouse in Bangor 
would close Friday after more 
than 18 years in operation. Fran¬ 
ciscan Brothers Donald Paul and 
Kenneth Leo said they plan to 
open their new venture, the Fri¬ 
ar’s Brewhouse Tap Room, this 
month. 

The brew house will be located 
in Bucksport, much closer to the 
brothers’ monastery. 

City’s last drive-thru 
wedding chapel closes 

A|%# RENO—Thelastdrive- 
irl w thru wedding chapel in 
Reno has heard its final vows. 

The Reno Gazette-Journal re¬ 
ported George Flint, 83, opened 
the Chapel of the Bells in 1962, 


and he closed its doors for good 
Wednesday. 

His daughter, Margaret Flint, 
said she doesn’t think there’s a 
“novelty for the stereotypical 
chapel wedding anymore.” 

The wedding industry in west¬ 
ern Nevada has declined. Washoe 
County in 1978 issued more than 
36,000 marriage licenses. The 
county issued fewer than 8,000 
last year. 

Python weighs less 
than deer it ate 

P| NAPLES — Research- 
I L ers in Florida said they 
found an 11-foot-long, invasive 
Burmese python that had con¬ 
sumed a deer that weighed more 
than the snake. 

The Naples Daily News report¬ 
ed that wildlife biologists tracking 
the slithery creatures in southwest 
Florida found one of them had 
eaten a white-tailed deer fawn. 

Biologist Ian Bartoszek said 
the fawn weighed 35 pounds; the 
snake weighed 31.5 pounds. 

Bartoszek said it was the larg¬ 
est python-to-prey weight differ¬ 
ence he had measured. 

Burmese pythons were brought 
to South Florida as pets in the 


late 1970s. They were released 
into the wild, and have become a 
problematic, invasive species. 

Man injured in jump 
inside Atlanta airport 

J| ATLANTA — Authori- 
ties said a man who 
jumped over an upper-floor rail¬ 
ing in an Atlanta airport was hos¬ 
pitalized with serious injuries. 

WXIA-TV reported Wednes¬ 
day that the man’s jump from 
the second story was recorded 
on social media. Hartsfield-Jack- 
son Atlanta International Airport 
Policy and Communications Di¬ 
rector Reese McCranie said two 
passengers had been arguing 
when one became “visibly irate 
and belligerent.” 

Atlanta police spokeswoman 
Stephanie Brown said the man 
appeared to be intoxicated and 
began threatening other travelers 
outside the Terrapin Brewery in 
Concourse D. He jumped over the 
rail as airport personnel arrived 
at the scene. 

Brown said the man was “alert, 
conscious and breathing” when 
medical staff took him away. 

From wire reports 
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Oscars’ TV 
audience dropped, 
early ratings show 

The early ratings for ABC’s telecast 
of the 90th Oscars are down from last 
year and may be an all-time low. 

The broadcast, which lasted nearly 
four hours, averaged a 18.9 rating in 
the 56 overnight markets measured 
by Nielsen. That was down 16 percent 
from last year’s comparable figure, a 
22.4 rating. The national audience 
count will be issued later. 

The 2017 ceremony garnered 
33.9 million viewers, the lowest since 
the 2008 ceremony hosted by Jon 
Stewart drew the smallest audience in 
Academy Awards history: 32 million 
viewers. 

Los Angeles Times 


OSCARS 

2018: 

PARTIAL LIST 
OF WINNERS 


BEST PICTURE, BEST DIRECTOR: Guillermo del Toro and the cast and crew of “The Shape of Water” accept the award for best picture at BEST PICTURE 
the Oscars on Sunday at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Del Toro won the Oscar for best director. “The Shape of Water” 


‘Shape of Water’ named best picture at 90th Academy Awards 


DIRECTING 

Guillermo del Toro, “The Shape of 
Water" 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

Held one year ago, the 90th Academy 
Awards would have very likely been a rose- 
colored nostalgia fest. 

But this year, with a culture-wide reckon¬ 
ing over decades of sexual misconduct, a film 
business in decline, a volatile political cli¬ 
mate and the fact that last year the esteemed 
show couldn’t even manage to present its 
biggest award correctly, the film academy 
and host Jimmy Kimmel on Sunday staged a 
complex and sometimes incongruous dance 
of attempting to both honor and atone for the 
past. 

In many ways, the show inside the Dolby 
Theatre went exactly as planned — scripted, 
tight, full of past-looking montages, forward- 
thinking speeches and produced to appeal 
to all. Presenters Faye Dunaway and War¬ 
ren Beatty got a best picture redo, (“What 
happened last year is Waterhouse under the 
bridge,” Kimmel quipped) and 86-year-old 
Rita Moreno got to wear her dress from the 
1962 ceremony again. 

The awards also effectively skirted the 
awkwardness of having an accused man in 
the spotlight by shifting around long-held 
presenter traditions and having Jodie Foster 
and Jennifer Lawrence present the best ac¬ 
tress award instead of Casey Affleck. Emma 
Stone got her Natalie Portman moment, pre¬ 
senting the directing award to “four men 
and Greta Gerwig.” Activists like #MeToo 
creator Tarana Burke were included in a 
song segment. And three Harvey Weinstein 
accusers, Ashley Judd, Salma Hayek and 
Annabella Sciorra, were given a moment 
to themselves on stage for nothing more 
than the fact that they were brave enough to 
speak up before a hopeful video played high¬ 
lighting a changing industry, post #MeToo 
and more diverse. 

The video highlighted Greta Gerwig, the 
fifth woman to ever be nominated for best 
director, Yance Ford, the first transgender 
nominee for “Strong Island,” Dee Rees, 
whose “Mudbound” scored a historic cin¬ 
ematographer nomination and the Pakistan- 
born Kumail Nanjiani, nominated for “The 
Big Sick.” 

The nominees signaled a renaissance. The 
winners told a slightly different story. 



ACTING WINNERS: From left, Sam Rockwell, 
best supporting actor; Frances McDormand, 
best actress; Allison Janney, best supporting 
actress; and Gary Oldman, best actor, pose 
in the press room at the Oscars. 



BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY: Jordan Peele 
won the Oscar for “Get Out.” 



HOST: Jimmy Kimmel speaks at the Oscars on 
Sunday. It was Kimmel’s second time as host. 


With a more diverse, more international 
and younger infusion of voting members 
into the film academy, the movie in love with 
movies still won the top awards. Guillermo 
del Toro’s fantasy romance, “The Shape of 
Water,” won best picture, director, score and 
production design. 

“Growing up in Mexico, I thought this 
could never happen,” del Toro said. “It 
happens.” 

The acting awards, which have been locked 
for three months, went to the expected win¬ 
ners: Frances McDormand won best actress 
for “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis¬ 
souri” and her co-star Sam Rockwell won 
for his supporting performance. Gary Old¬ 
man picked up the best actor prize for trans¬ 
forming into Winston Churchill in “Darkest 
Hour” and Allison Janney for becoming 
Tonya Harding’s mother in “I, Tonya.” 

There were glimpses of progress, in Chile’s 
“A Fantastic Woman,” which starred the 
transgender actress Daniela Vega, won best 
foreign film. Disney and Pixar’s celebration 
of Mexican culture, “Coco,” took best ani¬ 
mated feature, as well as best song for “Re¬ 
member Me.” 

“The biggest thank you of all to the peo¬ 
ple of Mexico,” said director Lee Unkrich 
to loud applause. “Marginalized people de¬ 
serve to feel like they belong. Representa¬ 
tion matters.” 

And Jordan Peele became the first Afri¬ 
can-American to win best original screen¬ 
play for his horror sensation “Get Out.” 

Peele said he stopped writing it “20 times,” 
skeptical that it would ever get made. “But 
I kept coming back to it because I knew if 
someone would let me make this movie, that 
people would hear it and people would see 
it,” said Peele. “So I want to dedicate this to 
all the people who raised my voice and let 
me make this movie.” 

Even McDormand used her moment on 
stage to make a statement on behalf of women. 
“If I may be so honored to have all the female 
nominees stand with me,” McDormand said. 
“We all have stories to tell and projects we 
need financed,” she added, before uttering 
the phrase “inclusion rider,” referring to ac¬ 
tors signing contracts that mandate a film’s 
gender and racial inclusivity. 


ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE 

Frances McDormand, “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” 

ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE 

Gary Oldman, “Darkest Hour” 

ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 

Allison Janney, “I, Tonya" 

ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 

Sam Rockwell, “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri” 

ORIGINAL SCORE 

Alexandre Desplat, “The Shape of 
Water” 


ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY 

Jordan Peele, “Get Out” 

ADAPTED SCREENPLAY 

James Ivory, “Call Me by Your Name” 

ANIMATED FEATURE FILM 

“Coco” 


ORIGINAL SONG 

“Remember Me," music: Kristen 
Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez; 
lyrics: Kristen Anderson-Lopez and 
Robert Lopez, “Coco” 

VISUAL EFFECTS 

John Nelson, Gerd Nefzer, Paul 
Lambert and Richard R. Hoover, 
“Blade Runner 2049” 

Los Angeles Times 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



Third time's a charm 


Volvo XC40 is a crossover in 
a smaller, sportier package 


By Larry Printz 

Tribune News Service 

s the third time a charm? If you’re 
Volvo, the answer is yes. 

Having already offered the XC90 
and XC60 crossover SUVs, the Swed¬ 
ish automaker is launching the compact 
XC40 for 2019. And while you might think 
that the last thing the world needs is an¬ 
other premium compact crossover, some 
time with this little love will convince you 
otherwise. 

But before we get to that, a bit of 
background. 

Volvo’s new trucklet is 174.2 inches long, 
but at 65.2 inches high it’s as tall as an 
XC60, allowing for 8.3 inches of ground 
clearance and 20-inch wheels. Like the 
Scalable Product Architecture, or SPA, 
which underpins the XC 90 and XC60, 
the XC40 employs the company’s new 
Compact Modular Architecture, or CMA, 
which will underpin Volvo’s 40-series cars 
as well as parent company Geely’s forth¬ 
coming marque Lynk & Co. CMA has a 
fixed dash-to-axle ratio. In other words, 
the distance between the leading edge of 
the dashboard and the front axle is set and 
can’t be changed. However, the rest of the 
platform can. 

That said, the styling of the XC40 is a 
departure for the brand. Volvo didn’t want 
to make the XC40 look like a smaller ver¬ 
sion of its larger siblings. Instead, it pos¬ 
sesses its own identity, one meant to appeal 
to younger buyers and dubbed by Volvo as 
a “tough little robot.” That explains the 


available white roof on entry-level T4 mod¬ 
els and a black roof on T5 models, as well 
as the optional 20-inch rims and funky 
window shape on the rear doors. But it 
works. Unlike its competitors, the XC40 
doesn’t possess the styling of its larger sib¬ 
lings awkwardly shrunken down, looking 
as if it were left in the dryer too long. 

The same proves true inside, where 
some of the styling hallmarks of Volvo’s 
larger crossovers carry over, but it’s ren¬ 
dered with a sporty flair. The driver faces 
a 12.3-inch digital instrument cluster, 
while the center of the instrument panel 
is anchored by a vertically oriented nine- 
inch touchscreen. Thankfully, it employs 
the same easy-to-use Sensus Connect soft- 


2019 Volvo XC40 



Base price: $34,195-$38,695 

Engine: Turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder 

engine 

Horsepower: 248 

Torque: 258 pound-feet 

EV range: 21 miles 

EPA fuel economy rating: TBD 


ware from its bigger brothers and includes 
standard Apple CarPlay, Android Auto and 
an optional wireless phone-charging pad. 

And while you may be smitten by the 
concave metallic trim that decorates the 
dash, there are other unique touches that 
are worth noting. If you’re lacking a Y- 
chromosome, you’ll be thrilled to discover 
that the XC40 has a bag hook that flips out 
of the top of the glovebox door. If you suffer 
from allergies, you’ll be happy to know that 
the center console was designed to be large 
enough to hold a tissue box. And once those 
tissues are used, you can place them in the 
integrated removable trash bin, which is 
also useful for denizens of the drive-thru. 
And check out those spacious front-door 
map pockets. Working with Harman Kar- 
don, designers moved the woofers to the 
dashboard from the doors. The spacious¬ 
ness continues in the cargo hold, with 
almost 21 cubic feet of space. Usefully, 
there’s a spot to hold the cargo cover when 
not in use. 

But the space most buyers care about is 
for passengers, and it’s here where Volvo 
delivers. There’s adult-size space both front 
and rear, although the rear seat cushion is 
a little low. The flip is that this furnishes 
remarkable head room, even as the rear 
styling renders the rear seat a bit claustro¬ 
phobic. Leather trim is standard. 

When it comes time to move, you’ll find 
a turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder en¬ 
gine under the hood, although how much 
power you get depends on which model you 
choose. The entry-level front-wheel-drive 
T4’s engine produces 187 horsepower and 


248 pound-feet of torque. The all-wheel- 
drive T5 delivers 248 horsepower and 
258 pound-feet of torque. Both engines 
are paired to an eight-speed automatic 
transmission. 

Volvo provided pre-production T5s to 
sample, and according to the automaker, 
0-60 mph comes up in 6.1 seconds. Cer¬ 
tainly the T5’s engine has the muscle to 
move this little beastie with moxie, pow¬ 
ering through corners, especially when 
changing the driving mode from Comfort 
to Dynamic. Don’t think of using Eco un¬ 
less you’re lacking a pulse. This markedly 
awakens the XC40’s responses, although it 
doesn’t transform this into a sports car. 

Instead, this is very athletic Volvo, and 
there’s nothing wrong with that. For the 
XC40 still delivers the sort of handling/ 
comfort balance that’s long been a hall¬ 
mark of the brand’s vehicles. There’s little 
drama, whether pushing hard through a 
corner on your favorite back road, encoun¬ 
tering neglected roads at too high a speed, 
or tackling the cut and thrust of the daily 
commuter grand prix. The XC40’s de¬ 
meanor absorbs all that you can throw at 
it while remaining quiet, comfortable and 
composed. 

And being a Volvo, it’s loaded with safety 
gear, but you knew that. 

In the end, what sets the 2019 Volvo 
XC40 apart isn’t just its attractively dis¬ 
tinctive look but its reimagining of the best 
aspects of Volvo crossovers in a smaller, 
sportier package. 

Is the third time a charm? You bet is. 


UP TO $3,885 REBATE 


ON SELECT 201 8 VOLVO MODELS 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR DETAILS 


CAPITOL 

MOTORS 


http://capitolmotors.cc 


info@capitolmotors.cc 


Over 45 years serving the Military and Diplomatic communities in Germany ar 





















Tuesday, March 6,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 


fsmamam 


Page 19 


SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 










































































Page 20 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, March 6,2018 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


States mull sanctuary status for pot businesses 


By Becky Bohrer 

Associated Press 

JUNEAU, Alaska — Taking a 
cue from the fight over immigra¬ 
tion, some states that have legal¬ 
ized marijuana are considering 
providing so-called sanctuary 
status for licensed pot businesses, 
hoping to protect the fledgling in¬ 
dustry from a shift in federal en¬ 
forcement policy. 

Just hours after U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions announced 
Jan. 4 that federal prosecutors 
would be free to crack down on 
marijuana operations as they see 
fit, Jesse Arreguin, the mayor in 
Berkeley, Calif., summoned City 
Councilman Ben Bartlett to his 
office with a novel idea. 

Berkeley already was the first 
city in the nation to formally de¬ 
clare itself a sanctuary city on 
immigration, barring city offi¬ 


cials from cooperating with fed¬ 
eral authorities. Why not do the 
same thing with marijuana? Last 
month, it did. 

“We knew we had to do some¬ 
thing,” Bartlett said. “This is a new 
engine of a healthy economy.” 

Others soon could follow Berke¬ 
ley’s lead. Alaska, California and 
Massachusetts lawmakers are 
among those with similar bills 
pending, though the chances for 
passage is unclear. 

Alaska state Rep. Adam Wool, 
who owns a movie, restaurant 
and concert venue with a liquor 
license in Fairbanks, said he in¬ 
troduced his bill as both a state¬ 
ment and a precaution. 

“If the federal government 
wants to prosecute someone for 
breaking federal law, I guess 
they have every right to do that,” 
said Wool, a Democrat from one 
of Alaska’s major marijuana¬ 


growing areas. “I’m just saying, 
we will have no obligation to as¬ 
sist them.” 

Sessions’ announcement in¬ 
validated a 2013 policy that al¬ 
lowed for legalized marijuana to 
flourish by limiting federal en¬ 
forcement of the drug, as long as 
states prevented it from getting to 
places it was outlawed and kept it 
from gangs and children. His ac¬ 
tion also unsettled the industry 
and spooked potential marijuana 
industry investors. Marijuana is 
still illegal under federal law. 

Casey O’Neill remembers heli¬ 
copter enforcement raids of grow 
sites in California when he was 
growing up in the 1980s. It was 
then that his parents, carpenters 
who grew small amounts of can¬ 
nabis, became schoolteachers, he 
said. 

He now helps run a farm 
that produces vegetables and 


marijuana for medical use near 
Laytonville, Calif., and is glad 
lawmakers are looking at ways 
to push back against the federal 
government. 

Over the years, enforcement 
“has been uneven, we’ll say, and 
that’s kind of one of the things 
about it. It just means that every¬ 
body’s always afraid, and that’s 
hard,” he said. 

Dale Gieringer, director of 
California NORML, a marijuana 
advocacy group, said California 
has a lousy history with the fed¬ 
eral government on marijuana 
enforcement. 

“I don’t think the feds care too 
much about marijuana in Alaska, 
to tell you the truth,” he said. “But 
marijuana has been a big indus¬ 
try in this state, so we’re sort of 
on the front lines.” 

There’s no apparent panic in the 
industry over Sessions’ change in 


Judge to weigh science behind Roundup cancer claim 


By Sudhin Thanawala 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Claims 
that the active ingredient in the 
widely used weed killer Round¬ 
up can cause cancer have been 
evaluated by international agen¬ 
cies, U.S. and foreign regulators 
and the product’s manufacturer 
— agribusiness giant Monsanto. 

Now, a federal judge in San 
Francisco will conduct his own 
review during an unusual set of 
court hearings scheduled to start 
Monday. It has big stakes for 
Monsanto and hundreds of farm¬ 
ers and others who have sued the 
company. 

U.S. District Judge Vince 
Chhabria will spend a week hear¬ 


ing from experts to help decide 
whether there is valid scientific 
evidence to support the lawsuits’ 
claim that exposure to Round¬ 
up can cause non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. 

Chhabria is presiding over 
more than 300 lawsuits against 
Monsanto Co. by cancer victims 
and their families who say the 
company long knew about Round¬ 
up’s cancer risk but failed to warn 
them. 

The plaintiffs first must per¬ 
suade Chhabria that he should 
allow their epidemiologists and 
other doctors to testify to a jury 
that Roundup can cause cancer. 
Many regulators have rejected 
the link, and Monsanto vehement¬ 


ly denies it and says hundreds of 
studies have found glyphosate 

— Roundup’s active ingredient 

— is safe. 

Chhabria will not determine if 
the cancer connection exists, but 
whether the claim has been test¬ 
ed, reviewed and published and is 
widely accepted in the scientific 
community. 

“It’s game over for the plaintiffs 
if they can’t get over this hurdle,” 
said David Levine, an expert in 
federal court procedure at the 
University of California, Hast¬ 
ings College of the Law. 

Monsanto developed glypho¬ 
sate in the 1970s, and the weed 
killer is now sold in more than 160 
countries. Farmers in California 


use it on more than 200 types of 
crops. Homeowners use it to keep 
their lawns and gardens pristine. 

St. Louis-based Monsanto also 
sells seeds genetically modified 
to produce crops that can tolerate 
being sprayed with glyphosate as 
the surrounding weeds die. 

But the herbicide came under 
increasing scrutiny after the In¬ 
ternational Agency for Research 
on Cancer, based in Lyon, France 
— part of the World Health Orga¬ 
nization — classified it as a “prob¬ 
able human carcinogen” in 2015. 
A flurry of lawsuits against Mon¬ 
santo in federal and states courts 
followed, and California added 
glyphosate to its list of chemicals 
known to cause cancer. 


policy, given limited federal re¬ 
sources and prosecutors’ having 
had discretion in bringing cases 
all along. But there isn’t compla¬ 
cency, either. 

“I don’t think the federal gov¬ 
ernment is going to effectively 
step in and wipe us out of busi¬ 
ness. I just find that hard to be¬ 
lieve at this point,” said Jennifer 
Canfield, who co-owns a state- 
licensed marijuana cultivation 
operation and retail store in Alas¬ 
ka’s capital city, Juneau. 

“But they can make it hard for 
us.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (March 6). 

Dollar buys (March 6). 

British pound (March 6). 

Japanese yen (March 6). 

South Korean won (March 6).... 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2633 

.€0.7916 

.$1.41 

.103.00 

....1,053.00 

.0.3771 

British pound. 

.$1.3818 

Canada (Doll.ui. 

China (Yuan). 

.1.2978 

.6.3422 

Denmark (Krone).6.0432 

Egypt (Pound).17.6351 

Euro.$1.2324/0.8114 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8318 

Hungary (Forint).254.78 

Israel (Shekel).3.4693 

Japan (Yen).105.81 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.0.2999 

.7.8339 

.51.89 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.1.3199 

....1,080.73 

.0.9379 

.31.43 

Turkey (Lira) 

.3.8199 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.65 

30-year bond.3.14 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Carton sealer 
5 Slave 

9 Status follower 

12 Baldwin of 
“Aloha” 

13 Mine, in Marseille 

14 Olympics chant 

15 Sausage dog 

17 “A spider!” 

18 Monet’s supply 

19 Actions 

21 Church leader 

24 Country singer 
Jackson 

25 Regrets 

26 Many a 
guard dog 

30 Doctrine 

31 Enjoy 

32 Bar order 

33 Curly-tailed dog 

35 Cauldron 
concoction 

36 Poet Sandburg 

37 19th president 

38 Anatomical sac 
40 Ticked (off) 

42 One-time link 

43 Tall, slender dog 

48 Tic-toe 

49 Impale 

50 Lady of the haus 

51 Bashful 

52 Longings 

53 Skedaddled 


DOWN 

1 Wee bit 

2 In the manner of 

3 Chest muscle 

4 Canyon 
comebacks 

5 Satirist Mort 

6 Flightless birds 

7 Director Howard 

8 Hoedown 
musician 

9 Ship launched 
in 1934 

10 Secondhand 

11 Erstwhile 
acorns 

16 Knight’s address 

20 Corn serving 

21 Rocker Clapton 

22 Rife with 
foliage 


23 Rule of the 
people 

24 Madonna’s 
“Take —” 

26 Willy Wonka’s 
creator 

27 Egg (Pref.) 

28 Out of the storm 

29 Reporter’s quest 
31 Rough 

34 Existed 

35 Needing money 

37 Sneaky laugh 

38 Cave creatures 

39 Hexagonal state 

40 Seabird 

41 Peepers 

44 Shad product 

45 Web address 

46 Scot’s denial 

47 Lemon 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



3-6 


CRYPTOQUIP 


YHVC AYHB, H FLMVC SO UCY 

VSWWLMQUA’T XSSJ OQTCYBT 

HMJ UHQDSBT VSWEYUY 

QM H TESSDQMX FYY. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: PROMINENT TALK- 
SHOW HOST KNOWN FOR HIS JOYFUL, ENERGETIC, 
SPRIGHTLY MANNER: JAUNTY CARSON. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals B 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARStQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


■ People saying Free Dog 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 

142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Veh 

ilcles 

Free Europe-wide delivery 



Pets 

820 

French bulldog puppies 

vaccinated, chipped 

with papers 

looking for a new t 

lome. Price 

on re d p u ® o s ne og333 g 

59118 


r 



_H&RBLOCK 8 


Germany H&R BlockTax 

’Ufa 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein 

Wiesbaden 

Vilseck 

06371-8020410 

06134-256963 i 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


902 Travel 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
Landstuhl. N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 

... ... Contact 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 

Landstuhl American Dentistry at dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

-..— .. I --"vw.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARS^STRIPES. 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. || STARSl^STRIPES. 




Career 


General Dynamics IT is seeking highly qualified intelligence 
professionals to support the U.S. European Command, 
providing intelligence analysis and analytic support. 


Join Us for an Information Session 
Tuesday, 20 March 11600-1900 
The Racehorse in Catworth 

Food and drinks will be provided. 


Impactful Work. Mission Driven. Meaningful Careers. 




Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 

STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 























































































Page 24 


mmnmfoim 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Tuesday, March 6,2018 



Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 
Daily Headlines, Weekly Update, Veterans News, Stripes Opinion, 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 
you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters . 


STARS^STRIPES 








Tuesday, March 6,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


'■pjmmimim 


Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Philadelphia 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Columbus 1 0 0 3 2 0 

New York City FC 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Orlando City 0 0 1 111 

D.C. United 0 0 1 111 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Montreal 0 10 0 12 

New England 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Toronto FC 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Atlanta United FC 0 1 0 0 0 4 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Flouston 1 0 0 3 4 0 

San Jose 1 0 0 3 3 2 

LA Galaxy 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Vancouver 100 321 

Los Angeles FC 1 0 0 3 1 0 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 1 111 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota United 0 1 0 0 2 3 

Portland 0 10 0 12 

Seattle 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Sporting KC 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Columbus 2, Toronto FC 0 
Houston 4, Atlanta United FC 0 
Philadelphia 2, New England 0 
D.C. United 1, Orlando City 1, tie 
Real Salt Lake 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
San Jose 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday’s games 
Los Angeles FC 1, Seattle 0 
Vancouver 2, Montreal 1 
New York City FC 2, Sporting Kansas 
City 0 

LA Galaxy 2, Portland 1 

Saturday, March 10 
Montreal at Columbus 
Colorado at New England 
Los Angeles FC at Real Salt Lake 
Sporting Kansas City at Chicago 
Vancouver at Houston 
Portland at New York 
Minnesota United at Orlando City 
Sunday, March 11 
D.C. United at Atlanta United FC 
LA Galaxy at New York City FC 


Sunday 

NYC FC 2, Sporting KC 0 

New York City 1 1-2 

Kansas City 0 0—0 

First half-1, New York City, Moralez, 1 
(Villa), 32nd minute. 

Second half— 2, New York City, Medi¬ 
na, 1 (Sweat), 53rd. 

Goalies— New York City, Sean John¬ 
son; Kansas City, Tim Melia. 

Yellow Cards— Medina, New York City, 
23rd; Ring, New York City, 34th; Johnson, 
New York City, 59th. 

Red Cards— Chanot, New York City, 
88th. 


Los Angeles FC 1, Sounders 0 

Los Angeles 1 0—1 

Seattle 0 0-0 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, Rossi, 1 
(Vela), 11th minute. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Tyler Miller; Se¬ 
attle, Stefan Frei. 

Yellow Cards— Feilhaber, Los Angeles, 
69th; Alfaro, Seattle, 79th; Tolo, Seattle, 
94th. 

Red Cards— Alfaro, Seattle, 84th. 

Whitecaps 2, Impact 1 

Montreal 0 1—1 

Vancouver 0 2—2 

Second half— 1, Vancouver, Kamara, 1 
(Davies), 63rd minute. 2, Vancouver, Da¬ 
vies, 1 (Techera), 70th. 3, Montreal, Man- 
cosu, 1 (Lovitz), 81st. 

Goalies— Montreal, Evan Bush; Van¬ 
couver, Stefan Marinovic. 

Yellow Cards— Juarez, Vancouver, 
11th; Cabrera, Montreal, 32nd; Waston, 
Vancouver, 37th; Mancosu, Montreal, 
92nd. 


Galaxy 2, Timbers 1 

Portland 0 1—1 

Los Angeles 2 0—2 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, Kamara, 1 
(Feltscher), 32nd minute. 2, Los Angeles, 
Alessandrini, 1,34th. 

Second half— 3, Portland, Blanco, 1 
(Adi), 66th. 

Goalies— Portland, Jake Gleeson, Ken¬ 
dall Mcintosh; Los Angeles, David Bing¬ 
ham, Justin Vom Steeg. 

Yellow Cards— Alessandrini, Los An¬ 
geles, 18th; Mabiala, Portland, 86th; 
Ciani, Los Angeles, 89th. 


Auto racing 

1 

Golf 

1 

College basketball 


Pennzoil 400 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 

At Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Lap length: 1.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 267 laps, 60 
points. 

2. (13) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 267, 43. 

3. (5) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 267, 50. 

4. (4) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 267, 46. 

5. (1) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 267, 48. 

6. (8) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 267, 41. 

7. (10) Joey Logano, Ford, 267,43. 

8. (9) Erik Jones, Toyota, 267, 29. 

9. (12) Paul Menard, Ford, 267, 30. 

10. (29) Aric Almirola, Ford, 266, 27. 

11. (25) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 266, 

26. 

12. (14) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 266, 

25. 

13. (16) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 266, 


16. (20) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 265, 

21 . 

17. (19) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 265,20. 

18. (11) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 265,19. 

19. (21) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 264, 

18. 

20. (24) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 264, 17. 

21. (26) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet, 
264, 16. 

22. (32) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 264,15. 

23. (23) David Ragan, Ford, 264,14. 

24. (31) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 264,13. 

25. (30) Cole Custer, Chevrolet, 264, 0. 

26. (18) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 263,11. 

27. (17) William Byron, Chevrolet, 263, 

10. 


30. (27) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 262 
7. 

31. (36) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet 
255, 6. 

32. (37) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 253, 0. 

33. (35) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, engine 
195, 4. 

34. (6) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, _ 

dent, 183,8. 

35. (3) Kurt Busch, Ford, accident, 183 


ICCIUeML, I/O, 1. 

37. (15) Michael McDowell, Ford, ... 
gine, 100,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Winner: 141.760 
mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 49 minutes, 31 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 2.906 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 4 for 29 laps. 

Lead Changes: 11 among 6 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: R.Blaney 1; K.Harvick 
2-38; M.McDowell 39-49; K.Harvick 50- 
121; Ky.Busch 122-125; K.Harvick 126- 
163; J.Logano 164-176; M.Truex 177-182; 

J. Logano 183-194; K.Harvick 195-224; 
Ky.Busch 225-230; K.Harvick 231-267 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): K.Harvick, 5 times for 
209 laps; J.Logano, 2 times for 23 laps; 
M.McDowell, 1 time for 10 laps; Ky.Busch, 
2 times for 8 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 5 
laps; R.BIaney, 1 time for 0 laps. 

Wins: K.Harvick, 2; A.Dillon, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. K.Harvick, 135; 
2. J.Logano, 132; 3. R.BIaney, 131; 

4. M.Truex, 115; 5. Ky.Busch, 104; 6. 

K. Larson, 104; 7. B.Keselowski, 99; 8. 
D.Hamlin, 97; 9. P.Menard, 96; 10. A.Dillon, 
94; 11. A.AImirola, 93; 12. C.Bowyer, 93; 
13. Ku.Busch, 77; 14. R.Newman, 75; 15. 
D.Wallace, 68; 16. A.Bowman, 67. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 
A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned LHP 
Chris Lee to Norfolk (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Designat¬ 
ed DH Brandon Moss for assignment. 
Claimed LHP Jairo Labourt off waivers 
from Cincinnati. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Designated 3B 
Ryan Schimpf for assignment. Agreed to 
terms with OF Carlos Gomez on a one- 
year contract. 

National League 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with RHP Jeff Ames on a minor 
league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed G Antonius 
Cleveland to a second 10-day contract. 

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS - Signed G 
Sean Kilpatrick to a 10-day contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled D An¬ 
drew Campbell from Tucson (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LA GALAXY - Signed M Efrain Alvarez 
from LA Galaxy II. 

COLLEGE 

WESTERN CAROLINA - Announced 
the resignation of men’s basketball 
coach Larry Hunter. 


Mexico Championship 

World Golf Championships 
Sunday 

At Club de Golf Chapultepec 
Mexico City 
Purse: $10 million 
Yardage: 7,345; Par 71 
(x-won on first playoff hole) 

Final 

x-P. Mickelson, $1,700,000 69-68-65-66-268 - 

J. Thomas, $1,072,000 72-70-62-64-268 -: 

Rafa C. Bello, $510,500 66-67-69-67-269 - 
Tyrrell Hatton, $510,500 70-68-64-67-269 - 

K. Aphibarnrat, $330,500 66-69-71-65-271 - 
Brian Harman, $330,500 68-67-68-68-271 - 
Sergio Garcia, $239,750 68-65-69-70-272 -: 

D. Johnson, $239,750 69-66-68-69-272 -: 

Adam Hadwin, $182,000 70-71-67-66-274 - 

S. Sharma, $182,000 65-66-69-74-274 - 

Bu. Watson, $182,000 69-66-72-67-274 - 

Paul Casey, $150,500 73-68-68-66-275 

Patton Kizzire, $150,500 69-69-71-66-275 
Daniel Berger, $126,500 69-68-72-67-276 

T. Fleetwood, $126,500 72-71-67-66-276 

Alex Noren, $126,500 69-70-71-66-276 

Jordan Spieth, $126,500 70-67-69-70-276 
Adam Bland, $114,500 70-67-71-69-277 
X. Schauffele, $114,500 65-68-70-74-277 
C. Hoffman, $104,300 70-66-70-72-278 

Pat Perez, $104,300 68-67-68-75-278 

Jon Rahm, $104,300 67-71-70-70-278 

B. Steele, $104,300 69-66-71-72-278 

J. Vegas, $104,300 70-68-69-71-278 

F. Molinari, $95,250 71-70-70-68-279 

Kyle Stanley, $95,250 71-65-71-72-279 

Jorge Campillo, $91,000 72-71-69-68-280 
Tony Finau, $91,000 68-70-68-74-280 

Kevin Kisner, $88,000 70-71-66-74-281 

L. Oosthuizen, $81,429 64-71-76-71-282 
Dean Burmester, $81,429 73-70-74-65-282 
Patrick Cantlay, $81,429 70-75-71-66-282 
Kevin Chappell, $81,429 73-70-72-67-282 

M. Fitzpatrick, $81,429 71-69-74-68-282 

Branden Grace, $81,429 72-69-73-68-282 
B. Wiesberger, $81,429 73-71-72-66-282 
Rickie Fowler, $73,000 68-70-70-75-283 
M. Leishman, $73,000 69-68-69-77-283 

Joost Luiten, $73,000 72-71-68-72-283 

Chris Paisley, $73,000 65-75-71-72-283 

T. Pieters, $73,000 69-68-74-72-283 

Patrick Reed, $73,000 72-74-68-69-283 

Justin Rose, $73,000 71-72-73-67-283 

Webb Simpson, $73,000 72-70-73-68-283 
Peter Uihlein, $73,000 74-72-70-67-283 

Ross Fisher, $67,500 71-68-69-76-284 

Yuta Ikeda, $67,500 73-74-68-69-284 

Cologuard Classic 

Champions Tour 
Sunday 

At Omni Tucson National 
(Catalina Course) 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 7,207; Par 73 
Final 

S. Strieker, $255,000 66-70-69-205 

Jerry Kelly, $124,667 70-72-65-207 - 

Gene Sauers, $124,667 67-70-70-207 

Scott Dunlap, $124,667 65-71-71-207 - 

Olin Browne, $66,300 70-70-69-209 - 

Bob Estes, $66,300 71-69-69-209 - 

Doug Garwood, $66,300 69-68-72-209 - 

Rocco Mediate, $66,300 72-65-72-209 - 

Billy Andrade, $42,500 70-69-71-210 

Woody Austin, $42,500 68-70-72-210 

Jeff Maggert, $42,500 69-70-71-210 

Tommy Tolies, $42,500 65-70-75-210 

M. Bradley, $30,600 69-70-72-211 

Todd Hamilton, $30,600 72-68-71-211 

Billy Mayfair, $30,600 68-72-71-211 

E. Toledo, $30,600 71-72-68-211 

Kirk Triplett, $30,600 69-69-73-211 

P. Broadhurst, $21,902 69-73-70-212 

Tom Byrum, $21,902 75-67-70-212 

Kent Jones, $21,902 71-73-68-212 

W. Short, Jr., $21,902 70-74-68-212 

Joe Durant, $21,902 69-72-71-212 

Scott Parel, $21,902 76-69-67-212 

Bart Bryant, $15,895 70-69-74-213 

Mike Goodes, $15,895 70-68-75-213 

Tom Lehman, $15,895 71-72-70-213 

Mike Small, $15,895 66-73-74-213 

K. Sutherland, $15,895 71-69-73-213 

S. Verplank, $15,895 71-72-70-213 

T. Armour III, $12,013 72-72-70-214 

David Toms, $12,013 73-70-71-214 

Lee Janzen, $12,013 70-72-72-214 

Larry Mize, $12,013 74-71-69-214 

Fran Quinn, $12,013 70-73-71-214 

Duffy Waldorf, $12,013 71-74-69-214 

Women’s World Championship 

LPGA 

Sunday 

At Sentosa Golf Club (Tanjong Course) 
Singapore 
Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,718; Par: 72 
Final 

Michelle Wie, $225,000 67-73-66-65-271 -17 
Jenny Shin, $98,051 71-68-68-65-272 -16 

B. M. Henderson, $98,051 68-72-65-67-272 -16 

Danielle Kang, $98,051 68-64-70-70-272 -16 
Nelly Korda, $98,051 70-66-65-71-272 -16 

Jin Young Ko, $48,619 72-67-67-67-273 -15 

Minjee Lee, $48,619 71-66-68-68-273 -15 

A. Stanford, $38,817 76-66-70-63-275 -13 

a-AtthayaThitikul 70-71-68-66-275 -13 
Sei Young Kim, $29,845 70-72-72-62-276 -12 
Amy Yang, $29,845 74-68-70-64-276 -12 

Lydia Ko, $29,845 71-71-67-67-276 -12 

Jeong Eun Lee, $29,845 69-70-70-67-276 -12 
Jessica Korda, $29,845 68-70-68-70-276 -12 

C. Masson, $24,152 70-70-74-63-277 -11 

So Yeon Ryu, $20,127 69-75-70-64-278 -10 

A. Jutanugarn, $20,127 68-74-68-68-278 -10 
Lizette Salas, $20,127 71-67-71-69-278 -10 

Chella Choi, $20,127 68-69-72-69-278 -10 

Charley Hull, $20,127 70-68-69-71-278 -10 

Ha Na Jang, $20,127 70-68-69-71-278 -10 

M. Jutanugarn, $17,409 70-71-69-69-279 -9 
Mi Hyang Lee, $16,781 72-72-71-65-280 -8 
A. Nordqvist, $14,716 75-67-70-69-281 -7 

Hyo Joo Kim, $14,716 72-68-71-70-281 -7 

Austin Ernst, $14,716 71-67-73-70-281 -7 

Cristie Kerr, $14,716 70-67-74-70-281 -7 

S. Hyun Park, $14,716 68-73-69-71-281 -7 

M. Sagstrom, $14,716 68-72-70-71-281 -7 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bucknell 90, Boston U. 59 
Colgate 62, Holy Cross 55 
Fairfield 74, Quinnipiac 64 
Iona 65, St. Peter’s 62 
Northeastern 74, Delaware 50 
UNC-Wilmington 93, Hofstra 88 
SOUTH 

Coll, of Charleston 66, Drexel 59 
ETSU 63, Furman 52 
Lipscomb 108, Florida Gulf Coast 96 
Memphis 90, East Carolina 70 
Radford 55, Liberty 52 
South Florida 65, SMU 54 
UCF 60, Tulane 51 
UNC-Greensboro 56, Wofford 55 
William & Mary 80, Towson 66 
MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 62, Wichita St. 61 
Loyola of Chicago 65, Illinois St. 49 
Michigan 75, Purdue 66 
Milwaukee 80, Ill.-Chicago 75 

N. Dakota St. 86, Fort Wayne 82 
Oakland 62, IUPUI 55 

SOUTHWEST 
Houston 81, UConn 71 
Tulsa 76, Temple 58 

FAR WEST 

Denver 90, Oral Roberts 88, 20T 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 69, Pepperdine 66 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Cornell 51, Dartmouth 49 

Harvard 78, Columbia 59 

LIU Brooklyn 63, CCSU 57 

Robert Morris 66, Mount St. Mary’s 54 

Sacred Heart 61, Fairleigh Dickinson 

18 

St. Francis (Pa.) 86, Wagner 55 
St. Francis Brooklyn 66, Bryant 60 

MIDWEST 

Creighton 66, St. John’s 58 
W. Illinois 97, Nebraska-Omaha 57 

FAR WEST 

Cal Poly 67, Hawaii 61 


College hockey 


Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY CONFERENCE 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Sacred Heart at Mercyhurst 
American International at Canisius 
Robert Morris at Holy Cross 
Air Force at Army 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 10 

Penn State at Notre Dame 
Michigan at Ohio State 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 

Semifinal winners at Highest Remain- 

m9 66 ECAC 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Quinnipiac at Cornell 
Princeton at Union (NY) 

Colgate at Clarkson 
Dartmouth at Harvard 


Pro baseball 


Quinnipiac 


MLB spring training 

Sunday’s games 

Baltimore 10, Boston 8 

Washington 6, Detroit 2 

Houston 4, St. Louis 1 

Atlanta 5, Miami 2 

Pittsburgh 9, Minnesota 3 

Tampa Bay 9, N.Y. Yankees 1 

Philadelphia 4, Toronto 2 

Washington 7, N.Y. Mets 3 

Cleveland 6, Milwaukee 2 

Kansas City 10, Cincinnati 3 

L.A. Dodgers 9, San Francisco 3 

San Diego (ss) 7, Chicago White Sox 6 

Seattle 10, Texas 7 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Army 11, Boston College 1 
Bradley 7, Belmont 2 
Canisius 3, NC State 2 
Centre 8, Sewanee 7 
Charlotte 9, Siena 2 
Chowan 9, E.Stroudsburg 8,13 innings 
Cincinnati 6, UT Martin 3 
Clemson 8, South Carolina 7 
Columbus St. 5, Augusta 1 
Duke 7, Cornell 2 
Emmanuel (Ga.) 4, King (Tenn.) 3 
ETSU 8, Memphis 2 
E. Kentucky 10, Coppin St. 8 
Florida St. 4, UNC-Asheville 2 
Georgetown (Ky.) 7-3, Indiana-South 
Bend 2-2 

Indiana St. 11, Austin Peay 5 
Jacksonville 2, Rhode Island 1 
Lee 8, North Alabama 7 
Lindsey Wilson 5, Indiana Tech 0 
Lipscomb 12, N. Kentucky 4 
Lock Haven 5-13, Davis & Elkins 1-7 
Louisville 3, W. Carolina 2 
Loyola NO 3, Martin Methodist 1 


TOURNAMENT 
America East Conference 
Semifinals 

Hartford 58, Albany (NY) 56 
Maine 64, New Hampshire 48 

American Athletic Conference 
Quarterfinals 

Cincinnati 66, Tulsa 65 
South Florida 80, East Carolina 44 
UCF 77, Temple 70 
UConn 82, Tulane 56 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
Championship 

George Washington 65, Saint Joseph’s 
19 

Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championship 

Louisville 74, Notre Dame 72 

Big 12 Conference 
Semifinals 

Baylor 94, TCU 48 
Texas 68, West Virginia 55 

Big East Conference 
Quarterfinals 

Marquette 73, Butler 61 
Creighton 66, St. John’s 58 
DePaul 78, Seton Hall 52 
Georgetown 63, Villanova 58 

Big Ten Conference 
Championship 
Ohio St. 79, Maryland 69 

Horizon League 
Third Round 

Wright St. 83, Cleveland St. 61 
Youngstown St. 62, Milwaukee 58 

Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
Semifinals 

Marist 67, Siena 51 
~ ' iipiac82, Rider 62 

>acific-12 Conference 
Championship 
Oregon 77, Stanford 57 

Southeastern Conference 
Championship 

South Carolina 62, Mississippi St. 51 

Southern Conference 
Championship 
Mercer 68, ETSU 53 

Summit League 
First Round 

Oral Roberts 76, Denver 71 
Western Illinois 97, Omaha 57 


HOCKEY EAST 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 
Maine at Providence 
UMass at Northeastern 
Merrimack at Boston College 
UConn at Boston U. 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
HOCKEY CONFERENCE 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Western Michigan at Minn.-Duluth 
Miami (Ohio) at St. Cloud St. 

Omaha at North Dakota 
Colorado College at Denver 

WESTERN COLLEGIATE 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
Semifinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Bowling Green at Northern Michigan 
Michigan Tech at Minnesota State 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
Semifinal winners at Highest Remain¬ 
ing Seed 


Arizona 2, Chicago Cubs 0 

L.A. Angels 7, Colorado 6 
Oakland 12, San Diego (ss) 4 
Monday’s games 
Miami vs. Houston 
Minnesota vs. Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh vs. Atlanta 
Washington vs. St. Louis 
Detroit vs. N.Y. Mets 
Chicago White Sox vs. Oakland 
Cleveland vs. L.A. Dodgers 
San Francisco vs. Texas 
L.A. Angels vs. Cincinnati 
Chicago Cubs vs. Colorado 
Arizona vs. San Diego 


Miami 7, Maine 1 
Montreat 5, Milligan 4 
Morehead St. 6, Illinois St. 5 
Murray St. 13, Fort Wayne 2 
North Carolina 13, Liberty 8 
Northwestern Ohio 5, Campbellsville 1 
Pikeville 10, St. Francis (Ind.) 2 
St. Andrews 3-3, Tenn. Wesleyan 2-2 
St. Mary's (Minn.) 16, Penn St.-Bran- 
dywine 1 

The Citadel 6, Charleston Southern 2 
UIC 12, Georgia Tech 5 
Virginia 7, Yale 6 
Wake Forest 14, Mass.-Lowell 7 
West Georgia 19, Christian Brothers 0 
West Virginia 7, W. Kentucky 1 
William & Mary 13, High Point 2 
Wingate 15, Tusculum 11 
MIDWEST 

Central Methodist 12-16, Doane 7-3, 
second game 5 innings 

Culver-Stockton 6, Bethany (Kan.) 0 
Lamar 5, Texas Rio Grande Valley 3 
Marietta 5, Adrian 3 
Mount Mercy 17-5, Cornell (Iowa) 4-3 
SOUTHWEST 

Lamar 5, UT Rio Grande Valley 3 
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Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Raptors guard DeMar DeRozan (10) shoots over Charlotte Hornets 
guard Kemba Walker during Sunday’s game in Toronto. DeRozan 
scored 19 points in the Raptors’ 103-98 victory. 

Roundup 


Surging Raptors 
hold off Hornets 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — DeMar DeRo¬ 
zan scored 19 points, Jonas Va- 
lanciunas had 18 points and 13 
rebounds and Toronto beat the 
Charlotte Hornets 103-98 on Sun¬ 
day night, the Raptors’ 11th vic¬ 
tory in 12 games. 

Serge Ibaka scored 17 points, 
and Kyle Lowry had 14 to help the 
Eastern Conference-leading Rap¬ 
tors complete their first season 
sweep of Charlotte since 2006-07. 
Toronto improved to 26-5 at Air 
Canada Centre, the best home re¬ 
cord in the NBA. 

Kemba Walker scored 27 points 
for Charlotte. 

Pacers 98, Wizards 95: Victor 
Oladipo scored 33 points, Bojan 
Bogdoanovic added 20 and visit¬ 
ing Indiana beat Washington to 
overtake the Wizards by a half¬ 
game for fourth place in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 

Myles Turner added 12 points 
and 13 rebounds for Indiana, 
which almost gave away a 17- 
point lead but never trailed. 
Bradley Beal scored 22 points 
and had a career-high 11 assists 
for Washington. 

Pelicans 126, Mavericks 
109: Jrue Holiday scored 30 
points, Nikola Mirotic added 24 


in a rare start and New Orleans 
won its eighth in a row, beating 
host Dallas. 

Anthony Davis had 23 points 
and 13 rebounds, scoring most of 
his points from inside 5 feet. 

Bucks 118, 76ers 110: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 35 
points and Milwaukee snapped a 
four-game losing streak, scoring 
36 points off visiting Philadel¬ 
phia’s season-high 26 turnovers. 

Eric Bledsoe added 22 points, 
and Jabari Parker had 13 to keep 
Milwaukee in seventh place in 
the Eastern Conference — a half¬ 
game game behind the sixth- 
place 76ers. 

Hawks 113, Suns 112: Tau- 
rean Prince hit the go-ahead 
three-pointer with 7.6 seconds 
remaining and finished with 22 
points in host Atlanta’s victory 
over Phoenix. 

Kings 102, Knicks 99: Skal 
Labissiere made a three-pointer 
with 1.6 seconds left and Sacra¬ 
mento beat visiting New York 
after blowing a 19-point lead in 
the fourth quarter. 

Clippers 123, Nets 120: 
Austin Rivers scored 27 points, 
Tobias Harris added 26 as host 
Los Angeles handed Brooklyn its 
ninth consecutive road loss. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
New York 


Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


20 44 .313 

Southeast Division 


Central Division 


36 27 .571 % 

34 29 .540 214 

29 34 .460 714 

21 41 .339 15 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


36 27 .571 1314 

19 45 .297 31 

.290 31 


Houston 
New Orleans 
San Antonio 

Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Portland 37 26 .587 

Minnesota 38 28 .576 

Oklahoma City 37 28 .569 

Denver 35 28 .556 

Utah 33 30 .524 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 

Sacramento 


Phoenix 

Saturday’s g< 

Orlando 107, Memphi: 


14 .778 - 

28 .548 1414 

34 .452 2014 

■ ■ .313 2914 


19 46 .292 31 

mes 

100 


Denver 126, Cleveland 117 
Miami 105, Detroit 96 
Houston 123, Boston 120 
L.A. Lakers 116, San Antonio 112 
Portland 108, Oklahoma City 100 
Utah 98, Sacramento 91 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 113, Phoenix 112 
Indiana 98, Washington 95 
Toronto 103, Charlotte 98 
New Orleans 126, Dallas 109 
Milwaukee 118, Philadelphia 110 
L.A. Clippers 123, Brooklyn 120 
Sacramento 102, New York 99 
Monday’s games 
Detroit at Cleveland^ 

Milwaukee at Indiana 
Phoenix at Miami 
Boston at Chicago 
Memphis at San Antonio 
Orlando at Utah 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Miami at Washington 
Philadelphia at Charlotte 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Denver at Dallas 
New York at Portland 
Brooklyn at Golden State 
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday’s games 
Utah at Indiana 
Houston at Milwaukee 
Memphis at Chicago 
Toronto at Detroit 
New Orleans at Sacramento 
Cleveland at Denver 
Orlando at L.A. Lakers 


Sunday 

Pelicans 126, Mavericks 109 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 3-7 1-1 7, Da¬ 
vis 9-19 5-5 23, Mirotic 8-15 2-2 24, Rondo 
5-7 2-4 14, Holiday 12-19 4-4 30, Miller 0-2 
0-0 0, Diallo 6-9 1-3 13, Lemon Jr. 2-4 1-2 
6, Clark 4-9 0-0 9, Liggins 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
49-91 16-21 126. 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-16 5-7 18, Nowitzki 
8-13 4-4 23, Powell 1-2 3-4 5, Smith Jr. 9-22 
5-623, Ferrell 2-5 0-0 5, McDermott 4-8 0-0 
10, Kleber 0-0 0-0 0, Mejri 1-1 0-0 2, Noel 
2-4 0-0 4, Barea 5-14 0-0 13, Collinsworth 
2-4 1-2 5, Hopson 0-1 1-2 1. Totals 40-90 
19-25 109. 

New Orleans 33 32 26 35-126 

Dallas 25 24 29 31-109 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 12- 
26 (Mirotic 6-11, Rondo 2-3, Holiday 2-3, 
Lemon Jr. 1-1, Clark 1-4, Davis 0-1, Miller 
0-1, Moore 0-2), Dallas 10-23 (Nowitzki 3- 
5, Barea 3-6, McDermott 2-3, Ferrell 1-3, 
Barnes 1-3, Smith Jr. 0-3). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—New Orleans 47 (Diallo 
15), Dallas 43 (Powell 11). Assists—New 
Orleans 27 (Rondo 10), Dallas 25 (Smith 
Jr. 8). Total Fouls—New Orleans 21, Dallas 
20. Technicals—New Orleans coach Peli¬ 
cans (Defensive three second). A—19,798 
(19,200). 


Bucks 118, 76ers 110 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 3-7 0-0 
9, Saric 9-11 3-3 25, Embiid 6-12 7-10 19, 
Simmons 6-9 0-0 12, Redick 5-8 3-3 17, 
Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, Ilyasova 2-6 2-3 7, Mc¬ 
Connell 3-6 0-0 6, Luwawu-Cabarrot 1-1 
0-0 3, Belinelli 3-8 3-3 10. Totals 39-70 18- 
22 110 . 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-14 0-0 10, 
Antetokounmpo 14-23 6-10 35, Henson 
5-9 1-1 11, Bledsoe 8-18 4-6 22, Snell 2-4 

2- 2 7, Parker 5-11 0-2 13, Maker 0-1 0-0 0, 
Zeller 5-8 1-1 11, Terry 3-5 0-0 9, Brown 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 47-95 14-22 118. 

Philadelphia 43 29 14 24-110 

Milwaukee 31 29 33 25-118 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 14-28 
(Saric 4-5, Redick 4-6, Covington 3-7, Lu¬ 
wawu-Cabarrot 1-1, Ilyasova 1-3, Belinelli 
1-3, Embiid 0-3), Milwaukee 10-23 (Terry 

3- 5, Parker 3-5, Bledsoe 2-4, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 1-1, Snell 1-3, Maker 0-1, Brown 
0-1, Middleton 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Philadelphia 32 (Embiid 8), 
Milwaukee 38 (Antetokounmpo 9). As¬ 
sists—Philadelphia 26 (Simmons 15), Mil¬ 
waukee 27 (Bledsoe, Antetokounmpo 7). 
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 24, Milwaukee 
24. A-15,587 (18,717). 


Raptors 103, Hornets 98 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-7 0-1 
8, Williams 1-6 0-0 2, Howard 4-9 2-4 10, 
Walker 8-23 8-11 27, Batum 3-10 4-4 10, 
Kaminsky 3-10 8-8 15, Zeller 3-4 0-0 6, 
Carter-Williams 1-5 2-2 4, Lamb 5-11 5-5 
16, Graham 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 32-85 29-35 
98. 

TORONTO - Miller 0-2 0-0 0, Ibaka 6-9 
2-3 17, Valanciunas 8-15 0-0 18, Lowry 5- 
13 2-2 14, DeRozan 7-17 3-5 19, Powell 0-3 
0-0 0, Miles 4-12 2-2 12, Siakam 2-3 3-3 7, 
Nogueira 0-0 0-0 0, Poeltl 0-0 0-0 0, Van- 
Vleet 3-8 5-6 12, Wright 0-1 4-6 4. Totals 
35-83 21-27 103. 



Alex Brandon/AP 

Wizards guard Bradley Beal, left, is hit by Indiana’s Victor Oladipo 
but does not get a foul call during on Sunday in Washington. 


Charlotte 21 22 26 29- 98 

Toronto 26 26 30 21-103 

Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 5-21 
(Walker 3-12, Kaminsky 1-1, Lamb 1-3, 
Batum 0-2, Williams 0-3), Toronto 12-41 
(Ibaka 3-5, Valanciunas 2-3, DeRozan 

2- 7, Lowry 2-8, Miles 2-9, VanVIeet 1-4, 
Siakam 0-1, Miller 0-2, Powell 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Zeller. Rebounds—Charlotte 46 
(Howard 10), Toronto 50 (Valanciunas 
13). Assists—Charlotte 16 (Batum 8), To¬ 
ronto 22 (DeRozan 8). Total Fouls—Char¬ 
lotte 21, Toronto 28. Technicals—Walker, 
Lamb. A-19,800 (19,800). 

Kings 102, Knicks 99 

NEW YORK - Beasley 3-9 0-0 6, Hard¬ 
away Jr. 11-21 0-0 24, Kanter 7-10 0-0 14, 
Lee 4-6 0-1 10, Mudiay 0-6 0-2 0, Williams 

1- 5 2-3 4, Thomas 1-4 2-2 5, Hicks 2-4 0-0 
4, O’Quinn 4-6 6-6 14, Burke 5-10 1-2 11, 
Ntilikina 2-7 2-2 7. Totals 40-88 13-18 99. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 5-15 1-1 12, 
Labissiere 5-10 3-3 14, Koufos 6-10 0-0 12, 
Fox 4-12 0-0 10, Bogdanovic 7-11 5-5 22, 
Caboclo 0-2 0-0 0, Mason 3-6 2-2 8, Carter 

3- 6 0-0 9, Temple 1-4 0-0 3, Hield 5-10 0-0 
12. Totals 39-86 11-11 102. 

New York 20 26 26 27- 99 

Sacramento 32 19 32 19-102 

Three-Point Goals—New York 6-21 
(Lee 2-3, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Ntilikina 1-2, 
Thomas 1-2, Beasley 0-1, Williams 0-1, 
Burke 0-2, Mudiay 0-3), Sacramento 13-30 
(Carter 3-5, Bogdanovic 3-5, Fox 2-4, Hield 

2- 4, Labissiere 1-1, Temple 1-4, Jackson 
1-6, Caboclo 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New York 48 (Kanter 16), Sacra¬ 
mento 38 (Koufos 8). Assists—New York 
21 (Burke 6), Sacramento 21 (Bogdanovic 
7). Total Fouls—New York 19, Sacramen¬ 
to 18. Technicals—Randolph. A—17,583 
(17,608). 

Pacers 98, Wizards 95 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 7-12 3-3 20, 
T.Young 0-5 0-0 0, Turner 4-12 3-3 12, Jo- 
h 7-12 1-2 16, Oladipo 11-20 9-10 33, 
_._inson III 1-2 0-0 3, Leaf 0-1 0-0 0, Sabo- 
is 2-6 4-4 8, J.Young 1-3 2-2 4, Stephen¬ 
son 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 34-77 22-24 98. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 6-12 3-4 17, 
Morris 5-7 0-0 12, Gortat 4-10 2-2 10, Sa- 
toransky 3-4 0-0 7, Beal 8-27 4-5 22, Scott 


Robins 


95. 

Indiana 30 25 25 18-98 

Washington 20 25 20 30-95 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 8-25 (Bog¬ 
danovic 3-5, Oladipo 2-4, Robinson III 

1- 1, Joseph 1-5, Turner 1-5, T.Young 0-1, 
Leaf 0-1, Stephenson 0-1, J.Young 0-2), 
Washington 10-27 (Morris 2-3, Porter Jr. 

2- 3, Scott 2-3, Beal 2-9, Satoransky 1-1, 
Meeks 1-5, Frazier 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Indiana 43 (Turner 13), 
Washington 42 (Mahinmi 9). Assists—In¬ 
diana 11 (Oladipo, Turner 3), Washing¬ 
ton 21 (Beal 11). Total Fouls—Indiana 18, 
Washington 21. Technicals—Washington 
coach Wizards (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond), Washington coach Scott Brooks. 
A-16,646 (20,356). 

Hawks 113, Suns 112 

PHOENIX - Warren 16-26 2-2 35, Bend¬ 
er 2-8 0-0 6, Chandler 3-3 0-1 6, Payton 
5-13 1-1 11, Booker 8-18 1-3 20, Jackson 
5-10 0-0 10, Chriss 5-8 3-6 17, Len 0-1 2- 
2 2, Harrison 0-2 0-0 0, Daniels 2-3 0-0 5. 
Totals 46-92 9-15 112. 

ATLANTA - Prince 8-16 0-0 22, Collins 
1-6 2-2 4, Dedmon 3-8 0-0 7, Schroder 9-16 

1- 1 21, Dorsey 4-12 2-2 12, Muscala 4-6 0-0 
10, Plumlee 4-7 2-3 10, Delaney 4-9 1-2 12, 
Taylor 3-8 2-2 8, Morris 3-6 0-0 7. Totals 
43-94 10-12 113. 

Phoenix 23 33 31 25-112 

Atlanta 29 27 30 27-113 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 11-26 
(Chriss 4-5, Booker 3-6, Bender 2-7, Dan¬ 
iels 1-2, Warren 1-4, Harrison 0-1, Jackson 
0-1), Atlanta 17-33 (Prince 6-8, Delaney 

3- 5, Muscala 2-3, Schroder 2-5, Dorsey 

2- 5, Morris 1-2, Dedmon 1-4, Collins 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 
41 (Payton 10), Atlanta 49 (Plumlee 11). 
Assists—Phoenix 33 (Payton 14), Atlanta 
23 (Schroder 6). Total Fouls—Phoenix 19, 
Atlanta 18. Technicals—Jackson, Prince. 
Ejected —Payton, Taylor. A—15,166 
(19,049). 

Clippers 123, Nets 120 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 2-11 0-0 6, Car- 
roll 6-12 2-2 20, Allen 3-5 1-1 7, Dinwiddie 
0-6 6-6 6, Russell 1-6 3-4 6, Cunningham 
5-8 2-2 14, Hollis-Jefferson 6-14 3-4 15, 
J.Harris 6-11 4-4 19, LeVert 11-19 0-0 27. 
Totals 40-92 21-23 120. 

L.A. CUPPERS - T.Harris 11-19 2-2 26, 
Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, Jordan 4-8 9-10 17, 
Rivers 10-15 3-4 27, Teodosic 5-8 2-3 14, 
Dekker 0-1 0-0 0, Gallinari 0-0 0-0 0, Har¬ 
rell 3-3 5-6 11, Kilpatrick 1-4 0-0 2, Thorn- 
well 2-3 0-0 5, L.Williams 8-22 4-5 21. To¬ 
tals 44-84 25-30 123. 

Brooklyn 27 26 33 34-120 

L.A. Clippers 32 33 26 32-123 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 19-45 
(Carroll 6-11, LeVert 5-7, J.Harris 3-7, 
Cunningham 2-4, Crabbe 2-8, Russell 1-3, 
Hollis-Jefferson 0-1, Allen 0-1, Dinwid¬ 
die 0-3), L.A. Clippers 10-27 (Rivers 4-8, 
Teodosic 2-5, T.Harris 2-6, Thornwell 1- 
1, L.Williams 1-6, Kilpatrick 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 44 (Hol¬ 
lis-Jefferson 8), L.A. Clippers 40 (Jordan 
15). Assists—Brooklyn 30 (Dinwiddie 10), 
L.A. Clippers 18 (Teodosic, L.Williams 4). 
Total Fouls—Brooklyn 21, L.A. Clippers 
20. A-16,384 (19,060). 
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Role: Wade willing to do 
whatever it takes to help 


FROM BACK PAGE 

He’s just not starting. 

“I started embracing it when I 
was at the previous team, because 
I’m a winner,” Wade said. “I’m al¬ 
ways about doing whatever I can 
to help whatever team I’m on be 
in its best position. I’ve done that 
my whole life. It’s not just now. 
I’ve done it in the Olympics, I’ve 
done it all over the place. It takes 
nothing away from who I am or 
what I’ve accomplished.” 

Before now, the last season that 
Wade played and wasn’t a full¬ 
time starter was the summer of 
2008 — on the U.S. Olympic team 
at the Beijing Games, where he 
was the leading scorer on the way 
to a gold medal. Prior to that, he 
thinks it was his fourth-grade 
team. 

“It really is similar to the role 
he had with the USA team,” Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “He’d 
come in and be a force of nature.” 

There have been some signa¬ 
ture moments already in his sec¬ 
ond stint with the Heat. Wade’s 
winner against Philadelphia last 
week was the 12th of his career. 
In the first 29 seasons of Heat 
basketball, only two players post¬ 
ed consecutive 25-point games 
off the bench. Wade is already the 
third name on that list. 

At home against Detroit on 
Saturday, he was serenaded with 
“M-V-P” and “We Want Wade” 
chants. 

“The guy is just a great play¬ 
er,” said Pistons coach Stan Van 
Gundy, Wade’s first coach with 
the Heat in 2003. “Has been since 
he walked into the league. To still 
be doing what he’s done these last 
few games at this point in his ca¬ 
reer is pretty impressive. But he’s 
back home. He’s back home. I 
think he probably feels that.” 

Wade agrees, saying the return 
has been an energy boost. 

It has also been emotional, as 
South Florida tries to recover 
from last month’s shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
that left 17 people dead — includ¬ 
ing a boy whose parents chose to 
bury him in a Wade jersey. Wade 
met with the family of that teen, 
Heat fan Joaquin Oliver, on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

“It’s bigger than basketball,” 
Wade said. 


By the numbers 


3 

Dwyane Wade is just the 
third Miami Heat player to 
post consecutive 25-point 
games off the bench. 

12 

Career game-winning 
baskets by Wade, including 
last Tuesday’s clinching 
jumper in a 102-101 
victory over the 76ers. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

It’s also just like old times, al¬ 
beit in a new role. 

“The thing about Dwyane, he’s 
probably adapted and evolved and 
changed his role as much as any 
star player in this game,” Spoels¬ 
tra said. “That is part of his bril¬ 
liance. He figures things out.” 

He’s done that since Day 1 in 
Miami. 

Wade — one of the greatest 
shooting guards to play the game 
—was drafted by Miami as a point 
guard. He became a superstar 
shooting guard and NBA Finals 
MVP, a league scoring champion 
and absolute first option in Miami 
until he wooed LeBron James 
and Chris Bosh to the Heat to end 
his days as the lone Alpha dog. He 
tried to emulate the Miami days 
in Chicago, tried to fill a role in 
Cleveland. 

And now, this. 

Wade thinks he’s changed 
teams for the final time. Whether 
he plays past this season or not, 
this is his role until the end. It is 
the final reinvention. 

“I want to be my best self,” 
Wade said. “If I’m on the bench to 
start games, if I’m on the bench to 
end games, as long as we’re win¬ 
ning. That’s all I care about.” 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Adam Wainwright struggled through an inconsistent start in his 
first outing of the spring. He didn’t surrender a run, but walked three and allowed two hits against the 
Minnesota Twins on Thursday, in Jupiter, Fla. 


Stats deceptive on Cards’ arms 


By Chuck King 

Associated Press 

JUPITER, Fla. — Early inconsistent outings from 
St. Louis starting pitchers don’t have manager Mike 
Matheny pushing the panic button. 

The statistics, he says, don’t tell the whole story. 

“Obviously guys are trying to get ready for the 
season,” Matheny said. “You want to see them com¬ 
pete. You want to see some glimpses of things that 
they have been working on over the winter or are 
currently working on.” 

Take Michael Wacha’s outing on Sunday, which 
wasn’t a statistical work of art, but wasn’t as bad as 
the final line might indicate, either. 

The 26-year old righty allowed two runs and five 
hits in three innings against Houston. 

With runners on first and second and one out in 
the second, Evan Gattis hit a comebacker that caught 
Wacha in the right shin and bounded away for an 
infield hit. What could have been an inning-ending 
double play instead prolonged an inning, leading to 
the Astros’ first run. 

“I felt good,” Wacha said. “Just missed a few spots 
where I let them put it in play.” 

One out away from his ending his day, Wacha tried 
to sneak a 2-2 fastball past Jose Altuve. The Ameri¬ 
can League MVP lofted a deep fly ball to right field 
that would have been the third out of the inning on 
most days, but on Sunday it rode a brisk win over the 
right field wall for Altuve’s first homer of the spring. 

“The scoreboard really didn’t translate,” Matheny 
said. “A lot of ground balls that kind of found their 


way through. Pop up that made its way out.” 

Wacha’s outing came on the heels of the second 
consecutive poor outing from free agent signee 
Miles Mikolas, who has now allowed 10 earned 
runs over 4% innings in his first two starts with the 
Cardinals. 

In search of a fifth starter, St. Louis signed Miko¬ 
las to two-year, $15.5 million contract, opting to 
sign a player who spent the previous three seasons 
in Japan over the likes of bigger name, higher price 
tag free agents like Jake Arrieta and Yu Darvish, or 
even re-signing Lance Lynn. 

“I thought yesterday was better,” Matheny said of 
Mikolas’ outing on Saturday. “We saw less mistakes 
at the middle of the plate, middle of the zone and 
height. He was better at the top. I thought the break¬ 
ing ball looked sharper. Featured some good curve 
balls.” 

In his first spring appearance, expected opening 
day starter Carlos Martinez allowed one run and 
walked three in IV 3 innings. He then skipped Fri¬ 
day’s scheduled start for what was termed personal 
reasons. Martinez is expected to take is next turn 
this week. 

Veteran Adam Wainwright also battled through an 
inconsistent start in his first outing. He didn’t sur¬ 
render a run, but walked three and allowed two hits. 

“It’s not wise for us around here to make any kind 
of wholesale conclusions of what we’ve seen so far,” 
Matheny said. “We’ve seen some really good things 
and we’ve seen some things that we want to improve 
on.” 
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Fitzpatrick’s skills 
might force teams 
to rethink position 


By Michael Marot 

Associated. Press 

INDIANAPOLIS 
inkah Fitzpatrick un¬ 
derstands the value 
of his skill set. 

At 6-foot-l, 201 
pounds, he hits like a safety. His 
speed, hip movement and feet 
might make him more tailored to 
cornerback. 

So the Alabama star is spend¬ 
ing this weekend explaining to 
NFL scouts he can excel at either, 
both or some combination of the 
positions. 

“It’s a different kind of posi¬ 
tion, kind of like a combination 
between safety and corner,” said 
Fitzpatrick, describing the slot 
corner spot he played in college. 
“I like to play both safety and cor¬ 
ner, so I think slot corner is opti¬ 
mal for my abilities.” 

If true, Fitzpatrick would be 
one of the rarest commodities in 
football — a tweener with an ac¬ 
tual fit. 

Traditionally when players at 
the NFL’s annual scouting com¬ 
bine are explaining what position 
suits them best, it’s because team 
executives aren’t sure where they 
should play and the player’s draft 
stock sinks. 

But Fitzpatrick’s physical gifts 
could make him a trend-setter in 
a league that has become increas¬ 
ingly more pass-happy and places 
a premium on versatility. 

He was recruited as a true 
cornerback, moved to slot cor¬ 
ner before the 2015 season, won 
the starting job and never relin¬ 
quished it. Coach Nick Saban was 
so impressed he usually paired 
Fitzpatrick on the opponent’s top 
receiver, one-on-one. 

It didn’t take long for Fitzpat¬ 
rick to make an impact. 

After being selected to the 
SEC’s all-freshman team in 2015, 
he earned first-team All-Ameri¬ 
can honors in 2016 and 2017. 

Now he’s off to the NFL, where 
teams are trying to figure out 
what Saban once did — the best 
place for Fitzpatrick to play. 

“I think he could play all six 
defensive back positions. Both 
corners, both safeties, nickel and 
dime linebacker,” NFL Network 
draft analyst Mike Mayock said 
Saturday. “He’s the only guy I can 
say that about. Now, is that a good 
thing or a bad thing? I’ve had a 
couple of coaches say to me, ‘Hey, 
is he a difference-maker? Is he a 
nickel? Where’s his ball produc¬ 
tion?’ He had six picks two years 
ago, but only had one this year. 
But I look at [his versatility] as a 
positive.” 

Mayock’s sentiment may ex¬ 
plain why Fitzpatrick appears to 
have a slight edge on his competi¬ 
tion right now. He’s projected to 
be a top-five pick. 

Some expect Ohio State’s Den¬ 
zel Ward, a true cornerback, to be 
selected in the top 10 with Florida 
State safety Derwin James the 



Vasha Hunt, AL.com/AP 


Alabama defensive back Minkah 
Fitzpatrick was a two-time first- 
team All-American. He can play 
any position in the defensive 
backfield and might be one 
of the rarest commodities in 
football — a tweener with an 
actual fit. 

only other defensive back tabbed 
for the top 20. 

The workouts in Indianapolis, 
which conclude Monday, will help 
determined the actual pecking 
order in April. 

But one thing working in Fitz¬ 
patrick’s favor: work ethic. 

While growing up in New Jer¬ 
sey, he sometimes helped his fa¬ 
ther fix trucks. 

After the family’s home col¬ 
lapsed during Hurricane Irene in 
2011, Fitzpatrick helped his par¬ 
ents rebuild. 

And when the Catholic high 
school he attended provided pea¬ 
nut butter and jelly sandwiches 
to students who couldn’t afford 
school lunches, Fitzpatrick ate 
them up. 

So when he arrived at the com¬ 
bine, less than two months away 
from possibly hitting a multimil- 
lion-dollar jackpot, the reality fi¬ 
nally hit. 

“It’s really crazy,” Fitzpatrick 
said. “I remember the second 
I got here, I was laying in bed, 
looked up at the ceiling and just 
started smiling.” 

Yes, it’s been a long trek here 
for Fitzpatrick and his family. 

Yet he hasn’t forgotten his 
blue-collar roots, his humble per¬ 
spective on life or his passion for 
football. It’s served him well, so 
far. 

“I think he’s going to go out 
there and run like a corner, have 
the size of a safety, and if you’re 
a defensive coordinator and take 
him in the top 10, you’ve got to 
have a plan,” Mayock said. “What 
is he? Is he my safety, is he my 
corner, is he my nickel? Or is he 
a piece that I can match up week 
to week against a big wideout or 
a tight end? How you use him is 
ultimately going to determine the 
value of him.” 




Don Petersen/AP 


Radford guard Carlik Jones, left, celebrates after sinking a three-pointer to win the Big South 
Conference championship as teammates rush toward him to celebrate on Sunday in Radford, Va. 

Roundup 


Michigan wins 2nd straight 
Big Ten Tournament title 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Zavier Simpson was a catalyst on 
both ends of the floor, running Michigan’s efficient 
offense and leading its lock-down defense, and the 
No. 15 Wolverines beat No. 8 Purdue 75-66 on Sun¬ 
day to repeat as Big Ten Tournament champion. 

Back-up big man Jon Teske scored 14 points to 
help fifth-seeded Michigan (28-7) become the first 
team to repeat since Ohio State in 2010 and Tl. 

Simpson finished with 10 points, five assists and 
five rebounds, and Moe Wagner led Michigan with 
17 points, despite playing only 17 minutes because 
of foul trouble. 

Isaac Haas led Purdue (28-6) with 23 points. 

No. 10 Cincinnati 62, No. 11 Wichita State 

61: Jacob Evans scored 19 points and the visiting 
Bearcats beat the Shockers to wrap up the Ameri¬ 
can Athletic Conference title. 

Cincinnati (27-4, 16-2) survived a slugfest of a 
second half as the teams combined for just two bas¬ 
kets in the final five minutes. 

Wichita State needed a victory to share the con¬ 
ference title and earn the top seed in the tournament 
after beating Cincinnati earlier this season. 

Landry Shamet and Shaquille Morris each scored 
16 points for Wichita State (24-6,14-4). 

No. 25 Houston 81, UConn 71: Rob Gray scored 
30 points, Corey Davis Jr. had 17 and the host Cou¬ 
gars held off UConn. 

Gray was 10-for-15 from the floor for Houston 
(24-6,14-4 American Athletic Conference). 

Jalen Adams had 22 points and six assists for 
Uconn (14-17, 7-11). 

Conference championships 

Lipscomb 108, Florida Gulf Coast 96: Madness. 
That’s the only way to explain this. 

Lipscomb led by 29 points at halftime, went up by 
32 in the second half, then saw the lead get shredded 
down to five — on the road against a Florida Gulf 
Coast program that has squeezed the utmost from 
nearly every opportunity it has gotten in March 
since becoming the “Dunk City” NCAA darlings 
five years ago. 

“We’ve experienced every emotion imaginable,” 
Lipscomb coach Casey Alexander said. 

With that, it’s time to experience another: The 
Bisons are going to the NCAA Tournament for the 
first time. 


Garrison Mathews scored 33 points and the sec¬ 
ond-seeded Bisons — once on the brink of all-out 
collapse — recovered just well enough in the final 
minutes to beat top-seeded FGCU in the Atlantic 
Sun Conference title game on Sunday and win the 
league’s automatic berth into the field of 68. 

Lipscomb (23-9) shot 65 percent from the field, an 
utterly ridiculous 87 percent from two-point range, 
and took 47 free throws to FGCU’s 28 on the way to 
dethroning the two-time reigning A-Sun champion 
Eagles (23-11). 

“Couldn’t be happier,” Alexander said. “Someone 
asked me how I was feeling. I don’t even know.” 

Radford 55, Liberty 52: Carlik Jones had clear 
instructions: Take the final shot of regulation and 
leave no time on the clock for Liberty to counter. 

The freshman did just that, and swished a three- 
pointer at the buzzer on Sunday, giving Radford a 
55-52 victory in the Big South championship and its 
first NCAA Tournament berth since 2009. 

The result, Jones said, was better than the High¬ 
landers’ execution. 

Radford (22-12) called timeout with 13 seconds 
left, setting up the final play. It was meant to be 
a double screen, but as Jones dribbled away the 
time, one of his teammates forgot his role, forcing 
Jones to make his move with about three seconds 
remaining. 

“I had to let it go,” he said. “You shoot it, and I 
looked at it after a while and I was like, ‘That’s 
good,”’ he said. 

“It’s one of the greatest feelings ever.” 

Officials reviewed the play to be sure no time was 
left on the clock, and once that was confirmed, Rad¬ 
ford fans began celebrating. 

Jones had 13 points and six assists to lead the 
Highlanders, who’ll carry a seven-game winning 
streak into the tournament. 

Loyola-Chicago 65, Illinois State 49: Step aside, 
Northwestern. Take a seat, DePaul. For now, Loyola- 
Chicago is the king of Windy City basketball. 

The Ramblers earned their first NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment appearance in 33 years with a 65-49 win over 
Ilinois State in the Missouri Valley Conference 
championship game on Sunday in St. Louis. 

Donte Ingram scored 18 points and Cameron 
Krutwig added 11 points and nine rebounds for 
Loyola-Chicago (28-5), which reached the Sweet 16 
in its last NCAA tourney appearance, in 1985. 
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Conference tournament scoreboard 


America East Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Saturday, March 3 

UMBC 89, UMass Lowell 77 
Hartford 71, New Hampshire 60 
Vermont 75, Maine 60 
Stony Brook 69, Albany 60 
Semifinals 
Tuesday, March 6 
Stony Brook at Vermont 
Hartford at UMBC 


Championship 
iaturday, March 10 


Saturday, K. 

Semifinal winners 

Atlantic Coast Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 
Boston College vs. Georgia Tech 
Notre Dame vs. Pittsburgh 
Syracuse vs. Wake Forest 
Second Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Florida State vs. Louisville 
North Carolina vs. Boston College- 
Georgia Tech winner 

Virginia Tech vs. Notre Dame-Pitts- 
burgh winner 

N.C. State vs. Syracuse-Wake Forest 
winner 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Virginia vs. Florida State-Louisville 
winner 

Clemson vs. North Carolina—Boston 
College-Georgia Tech winner 

Duke vs. Virginia Tech—Notre Dame- 
Pittsburgh winner 

Miami vs. N.C. State—Syracuse-Wake 
Forest winner 

Atlantic Sun Conference 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 

Lipscomb 108, Florida Gulf Coast 96 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
At Washington 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

La Salle vs. UMass 

George Washington vs. Fordham 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 8 

VCU vs. Dayton 

George Mason vs. La Salle-UMass win- 

Richmond vs. Duquesne 
Saint Louis vs. George Washington- 
Fordham winner 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 9 

Rhode Island vs. VCU-Dayton winner 
Saint Joseph’s vs. George Mason—La 
Salle-UMass winner 

St. Bonaventure vs. Richmond- 
Duquesne winner 

Davidson vs. Saint Louis—George 
Washington-Fordham winner 

Big East Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

Georgetown vs. St. John’s 
Marquette vs. DePaul 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Xavier vs. Georgetown-St. John’s win- 


Seton Hall vs. Butler 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Xavier—Georgetown-St. John’s winner 
vs. Creighton-Providence winner 

Villanova—Marquette-DePaul winner 
vs. Seton Hall-Butler winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 

Semifinal winners 

Big Sky Conference 
At Reno, Nev. 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 

North Dakota vs. Montana State 
Northern Colorado vs. Northern Ari- 

Idaho State vs. Southern Utah 
Portland State vs. Sacramento State 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Montana vs. North Dakota-Montana 
State winner 

Weber State vs. Northern Colorado- 
Northern Arizona winner 

Idaho vs. Idaho State-Southern Utah 
winner 

Eastern Washington vs. Portland 
State-Sacramento State winner 

Big South Conference 
Championship 
At Higher-Seeded School 
Sunday, March 4 

Radford 55, Liberty 52 

Big Ten Conference 
At New York 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 

Michigan 75, Purdue 66 

Big 12 Conference 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

Oklahoma State vs. Oklahoma 
Texas vs. Iowa State 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Kansas State vs. TCU 
Kansas vs. Oklahoma State-Oklahoma 
winner 

Texas Tech vs. Texas-lowa State win- 

West Virginia vs. Baylor 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Kansas State-TCU winner vs. Kansas— 
Oklahoma State-Oklahoma winner 
Texas Tech—Texas-lowa State winner 
vs. West Virginia-Baylor winner 


Saturday, March 10 

Semifinal winners 

Big West Conference 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 8 

UC Davis vs. UC Riverside 
Cal State Fullerton vs. Long Beach 
State, 5:30 p.m. 

UC Irvine vs. Hawaii 
UC Santa Barbara vs. Cal Poly 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Highest remaining seed vs. lowest re¬ 
maining seed 

Middle remaining seeds. Mid 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Colonial Athletic Association 
At North Charleston, S.C. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 3 
Drexel 70, James Madison 62 
Delaware 86, Elon 79 

Quarterfinals 
Sunday, March 4 

College of Charleston 66, Drexel 59 
William & Mary 80, Towson 66 
Northeastern 74, Delaware 50 
UNC Wilmington 93, Hofstra 88 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 

College of Charleston vs. William & 
Mary 

Northeastern vs. UNC Wilmington 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 

Conference USA 
At Frisco, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
FIU vs. Southern Miss. 

UTSA VS. UTEP 

North Texas vs. Louisiana Tech 
UAB vs. FAU 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Middle Tennessee vs. FlU-Southern 
Miss, winner 

Marshall vs. UTSA-UTEP winner 
Old Dominion vs. North Texas-Louisi- 
ana Tech winner 

Western Kentucky vs. UAB-FAU win- 

Horizon League 
At Detroit 
Third Round 
Sunday, March 4 

Milwaukee 80, UIC 72 
Oakland 62, IUPUI 55 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 
Cleveland State vs. Oakland 
Wright State vs. Milwaukee 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 

Ivy League 
At Philadelphia 
First Round 
Saturday, March 10 
Harvard vs. Cornell 
Pennsylvania vs. Yale 

Championship 
Sunday, March 11 
Semifinal winners 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 
Iona 65, Saint Peter’s 62 
Fairfield 74, Quinnipiac 64 
Championship 
Monday, March 5 
Iona vs. Fairfield 

Mid-American Conference 
First Round 
Monday, March 5 

Bowling Green at Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois at Kent State 
Ohio at Miami (Ohio) 

Akron at Western Michigan 

At Cleveland 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Buffalo vs. Central Michigan-Bowling 
Green winner 

Ball State vs. Kent State-Northern Il¬ 
linois winner 

Toledo vs. Miami (Ohio)-Ohio winner 
Eastern Michigan vs. Western Michi- 
gan-Akron winner 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Buffalo—Central Michigan-Bowling 
Green winner vs. Ball State—Kent State- 
Northern Illinois winner 

Toledo—Miami (Ohio)-Ohio winner vs. 
Eastern Michigan—Western Michigan- 
Akron winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
At Norfolk, Va. 

First Round 
Monday, March 5 
N.C. A&T vs. Delaware State 
Norfolk State vs. Maryland-Eastern 
Shore 

Tuesday, March 6 

Howard vs. Florida A&M 
N.C. Central vs. Coppin State 
Morgan State vs. S.C. State 

Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 7 

Hampton vs. Howard-Florida A&M 
winner 

Bethune-Cookman vs. Morgan State- 
S.C. State winner 

Thursday, March 8 

Savannah State vs. N.C. Central-Cop- 
pin State winner 

N.C. A&T-Delaware State winner vs. 
Norfolk State-Maryland-Eastern Shore 



Tom Gannam/AP 


Loyola’s Carson Shanks, right, celebrates as Illinois State players, in background, react to the loss in 
the Missouri Valley Conference tournament championship game Sunday in St. Louis. Loyola beat Illinois 
State 65-49 and secured the automatic bid to the NCAA tournament. 


Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Hampton—Howard-Florida A&M win¬ 
ner vs. N.C. A&T-Delaware State—Norfolk 
State-Maryland-Eastern Shore winner 
Bethune-Cookman —Morgan State- 
S.C. State winner vs. Savannah State— 
N.C. Central-Coppin State winner 
Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Missouri Valley Conference 
At St. Louis 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 3 
Loyola of Chicago 62, Bradley 54 
Illinois State 76, Southern Illinois 69, 
OT 

Championship 
Sunday, March 4 

Loyola of Chicago 65, Illinois State 49 
Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
UNLV vs. Air Force 
Utah State vs. Colorado State 
Wyoming vs. San Jose State 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Nevada vs. UNLV-Air Force winner 
Fresno State vs. San Diego State 
Boise State vs. Utah State-Colorado 
State winner 

New Mexico vs. Wyoming-San Jose 
State winner 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Nevada—UNLV-Air Force winner vs. 
Fresno State-San Diego State winner 
Boise State—Utan State-Colorado 
State winner vs. New Mexico—Wyoming- 
San Jose State winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Northeast Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 3 

LIU Brooklyn 78, Fairleigh Dickinson 77 
Wagner 75, Robert Morris 64 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
LIU Brooklyn at Wagner 

Ohio Valley Conference 
At Evansville, Ind. 
Championship 
Saturday, March 3 
Murray State 68, Belmont 51 
Pacific-12 Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Colorado vs. Arizona State 
Stanford vs. California, 5:30 p.m. 
Washington vs. Oregon State 
Oregon vs. Washington State 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Arizona vs. Colorado-Arizona State 
winner 

UCLA vs. Stanford-California winner 
Southern Cal vs. Washington-Oregon 
State winner 

Utah vs. Oregon-Washington State 
winner 


Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Arizona—Colorado-Arizona State win¬ 
ner vs. UCLA—Stanford-California win- 

USC—Washington-Oregon State win¬ 
ner vs. Utah—Oregon-Washington State 
winner 


10 


Championship 
Saturday, March : 
Semifinal winners 

Patriot League 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 
Colgate 62, Holy Cross 55 
Bucknell 90, Boston University 59 
Championship 
Wednesday, March 7 
Colgate at Bucknell 

Southeastern Conference 
At St. Louis 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Georgia vs. Vanderbilt 
South Carolina vs. Mississippi 
Second Round 


Mississippi State vs. LSU 
Arkansas vs. South Carolina-Missis- 
sippi winner 

Quarterfinals 


Kentucky vs. Missouri—Georgia-Van- 
derbilt winner, 3:30 p.m. 

Tennessee vs. Mississippi State-LSU 
winner 

Florida vs. Arkansas—South Carolina- 
Mississippi winner 

Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 

Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 

UNC-Greensboro 56, Wofford 55 
ETSU 63, Furman 52 

Championship 
Monday, March 5 
Wofford vs. ETSU 

Southland Conference 
At Katy, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
New Orleans vs. Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi 

Lamar vs. Central Arkansas 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 8 

Sam Houston State vs. New Orleans- 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi winner 

Stephen F. Austin vs. Lamar-Central 
Arkansas winner 

Southwestern Athletic Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 

MVSU at Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Jackson State at Southern 
Alcorn State at Prairie View A&M 
Alabama State at Texas Southern 

At Houston 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

MVSU-Arkansas-Pine Bluff winner vs. 


Jackson State-Southern winner 

Alcorn State-Prairie View A&M win¬ 
ner vs. Alabama State-Texas Southern 
winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Summit League 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 3 

South Dakota State 66, Western Illi¬ 
nois 60 

South Dakota 87, Omaha 73 

Sunday, March 4 

North Dakota St. 86, Fort Wayne 82 
Denver 90, Oral Roberts 88, 20T 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 

South Dakota St. vs. North Dakota St. 
South Dakota vs. Denver 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 

Semifinal winners 

Sun Belt Conference 
At New Orleans 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Coastal Carolina vs. Texas State 
Appalachian State vs. Little Rock 
Troy vs. South Alabama 
Louisiana-Monroe vs. Arkansas State 
Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 9 

Louisiana-Lafayette vs. Coastal Caro- 
lina-Texas State winner 

Texas-Arlington vs. Appalachian 
State-Little Rock winner 

Georgia State vs. Troy-South Alabama 
winner 

Georgia Southern vs. Louisiana-Mon- 
roe-Arkansas State winner 

West Coast Conference 
At Orleans Arena 
Las Vegas 
Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 3 
BYU 85, San Diego 79 
San Francisco 71, Pacific 70, OT 
Gonzaga 83, Loyola Marymount 69 
Saint Mary’s 69, Pepperdine 66 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 
Saint Mary’s vs. BYU 
Gonzaga vs. San Francisco 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 

Western Athletic Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 8 
Grand Canyon vs. UMKC 
Utah Valley vs. CSU Bakersfield, 5:30 
p.m. 

New Mexico State vs. Chicago State 
Seattle vs. UT Rio Grande Valley 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Grand Canyon-UMKC winner vs. Utah 
Valley-CSU Bakersfield winner 

New Mexico State-Chicago State win¬ 
ner vs. Seattle-UT Rio Grande Valley win- 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 

Semifinal winners 
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NHL 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Predators left wing Filip Forsberg, center, follows the flight of his winning goal past Avalanche goaltender 
Semyon Varlamov, back, as defenseman Tyson Barrie trails the play in overtime Sunday in Denver. 

Roundup 


Predators beat Avs in OT 
for eighth straight victory 


Associated Press 

DENVER — Nashville pulled 
off another comeback victory to 
remain the NHL’s hottest team. 

Filip Forsberg scored at 1:07 
of overtime and the Predators 
matched the franchise record 
with their eighth straight victory, 
beating the Colorado Avalanche 
4-3 on Sunday. They completed 
a 4-0 trip, winning the last two in 
overtime. 

“We’ve proven to ourselves that 
we can come back,” Forsberg said. 
“Getting four out of four wins on 
the road is ridiculous right now. 
But at the same time we can’t get 
too high. We have to keep grind¬ 
ing and winning the games.” 

Nashville has won nine straight 
against Colorado, including three 
this season. 

But Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar said he still liked a lot 
of what he saw from his players 
in their latest effort against the 
Predators. 

“I liked the way we played,” 
Bednar said. “I thought we got a 
little better as the game went on. 
It was a pretty good all-around ef¬ 
fort from our group. Pretty tight 
contest. They catch a break at the 
end and tie it up and end up get¬ 
ting the extra point.” 

Nashville’s Ryan Ellis tied it 
with 1:06 left in regulation with 
goalie Pekka Rinne off for an 
extra attacker. 

“It’s 6 on 5 where we talk about 
getting pucks to the net,” Ellis 
said. “I had one shot that got 
stopped by the goalie and the next 
shot we had traffic in front of him 
and it got in.” 

The Predators carried the 
momentum into overtime, when 
Forsberg charged down the ice 


and put in the winner with a shot 
from the side that got past goalie 
Semyon Varlamov. 

“The confidence level of our 
team is really hard. It shows our 
character, knowing there is no 
giving up,” Rinne said. 

Ducks 6, Blackhawks 3: Jakob 
Silfverberg and Corey Perry 
each scored twice and Anaheim 
earned points at home for the 
eighth game in a row, beating 
Chicago. 

Rickard Rakell scored for the 
third straight game, Marcus Pet- 
tersson had his first career goal, 
and John Gibson made 37 saves. 
The Ducks moved into third place 
in the Pacific Division, a point 
ahead of Los Angeles. They im¬ 
proved to 6-0-2 in their last eight 
games at home. 

Panthers 4, Flyers 1: Evge- 
nii Dadonov scored twice, Ro¬ 
berto Luongo made 39 saves and 
Florida beat Philadelphia for its 
season-best sixth straight victory 
— all at home. 

Aleksander Barkov scored his 
25th goal of the season and had 
an assist, and Jonathan Huber- 
deau added a goal. The Panthers 
are in the final Eastern Confer¬ 
ence playoff position. 

Philadelphia has lost three 
straight after winning six in a 
row. 

Golden Knights 3, Devils 2: 

Trading deadline acquisition 
Tomas Tatar scored his first 
goal with Vegas and the Golden 
Knights beat host New Jersey to 
avoid their first four-game losing 
streak. 

Deryk Englland and David 
Perron also scored for the Golden 
Knights. Marc-Andre Fleury, who 
stopped a half-dozen excellent 
chances in the first period, made 


33 saves, including a last-second 
shot by Kyle Palmieri to win for 
the 22nd time in 33 games. 

Jets 3, Hurricanes 2: Patrik 
Laine scored twice for the sec¬ 
ond straight game and extended 
his points streak to eight in vis¬ 
iting Winnipeg’s victory over 
Carolina. 

Laine had his third multi-goal 
game in the last four games and 
has seven multi-point nights dur¬ 
ing his streak. He has 10 goals 
and six assists in the eight-game 
stretch, and 35 goals overall. 

Paul Stastny had a goal and an 
assist, and Connor Hellebuyck 
stopped 33 shots for the Jets. 
Teuvo Teravainen scored for the 
fourth straight game for the Hur¬ 
ricanes. Jordan Staal also scored. 

Blue Jackets 4, Sharks 2: Ar¬ 
temi Panarin scored two goals 
and Columbus ended its Califor¬ 
nia swing with the victory over 
San Jose. 

Nick Foligno and Sonny Mi¬ 
lano got Columbus started with 
first-period goals and Sergei Bo¬ 
brovsky made 34 saves to help 
the Blue Jackets salvage the final 
game of their three-game trip. 
They remained a point ahead of 
Florida for the second wild-card 
spot in the Eastern Conference. 

Wild 4, Red Wings 1: Eric 
Staal and Zach Parise scored in 
the second period, Jason Zucker 
added two late goals and host 
Minnesota beat Detroit. 

Devan Dubnyk made 28 saves 
to help Minnesota rebounds from 
consecutive road losses at Arizo¬ 
na and Colorado. Staal and Parise 
scored in a 2:57 span to erase a 1- 
0 deficit. The goals came shortly 
after rookie Nick Seeler traded 
punches with Detroit’s Luke Wit- 
kowski on a delayed penalty. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 66 45 17 4 94 240 182 

Boston 63 40 15 8 88 209 158 

Toronto 67 39 21 7 85 220 190 

Florida 63 32 25 6 70 189 199 

Detroit 65 26 29 10 62 170 193 

Montreal 65 25 29 11 61 167 200 

Ottawa 64 22 32 10 54 174 225 

Buffalo 65 20 34 11 51 154 211 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 65 37 21 ' " 

Philadelphia 66 34 21 

Pittsburgh 66 37 " 


New Jersey 66 33 
Columbus 66 33 
Carolina 66 29 
N.Y. Rangers 66 30 
N.Y. Islanders 66 29 


28 


81 203 193 
79 197 193 
78 215 200 
74 193 199 
71 176 186 
69 176 198 
66 189 209 
66 213 237 


Western Conference 

Central Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Dallas 

Colorado 

St. Louis 

Chicago 


24 6 


35 26 


93 214 16 
87 220 175 
81 204 190 
79 193 171 

76 205 193 
75 180 176 
64 188 195 

89 225 180 
79 196 184 
78 186 183 

77 192 165 
73 185 195 
58 183 216 
57 176 214 
50 155 209 


66 28 30 _ 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 65 42 18 5 

San Jose 66 35 22 9 

Anaheim 66 33 21 12 

Los Angeles 66 36 25 5 

Calgary 66 32 25 9 

Edmonton 65 27 34 4 

Vancouver 65 24 32 9 

Arizona 64 20 34 10 

Note: Two points for a wi ,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams ... 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday's games 
Tampa Bay 7, Philadelphia 6, SO 
Dallas 3, St. Louis 2, OT 
Chicago 5, Los Angeles 3 
Boston 2, Montreal 1, OT 
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Islanders 2, OT 
Arizona 2, Ottawa 1 
Washington 5, Toronto 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Edmonton 2 
Sunday’s games 
Nashville 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Florida 4, Philadelphia 1 
Anaheim 6, Chicago 3 
Vegas 3, New Jersey 2 
Minnesota 4, Detroit 1 
Winnipeg 3, Carolina 2 
Columbus 4, San Jose 2 

Monday’s games 
Calgary at Pittsburgh 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Ottawa at Dallas 
Arizona at Edmonton 
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver 
Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at N.Y. Rangers 
Vegas at Columbus 
Montreal at New Jersey 
Detroit at Boston 
Florida at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Minnesota 
Dallas at Nashville 
Colorado at Chicago 
Washington at Anaheim 

Wednesday’s games 
Calgary at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
Arizona at Vancouver 


Sunday 

Ducks 6, Blackhawks 3 

Chicago 0 1 2-3 

Anaheim 2 2 2-6 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Rakell 27 
(Getzlaf, Montour), 2:23 (pp). 2, Anaheim, 
Perry 13 (Manson, Getzlaf), 6:14. 

Second Period—3, Anaheim, Petters- 
son 1 (Grant, Bieksa), 2:09. 4, Anaheim, 
Silfverberg 14 (Grant, Cogliano), 6:39. 5, 
Chicago, Jurco 2 (Murphy, Keith), 14:59. 

Third Period—6 , Chicago, Schmaltz 19 
(Flinostroza), 1:07. 7, Anaheim, Silfver¬ 
berg 15 (Cogliano, Kesler), 7:00. 8, Ana¬ 
heim, Perry 14 (Fowler, Getzlaf), 14:41. 
9, Chicago, Schmaltz 20 (DeBrincat, Hi- 
nostroza), 17:32. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 10-18-12-40. 
Anaheim 11-12-8-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 2; Anaheim 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Chicago, Berube 1-1-0 (10 
shots-8 saves), Forsberg 8-14-3 (21-17). 
Anaheim, Gibson 24-15-6 (40-37). 

A-16,989 (17,174). T-2:24. 

Predators 4, Avalanche 3 (OT) 

Nashville 111 1-4 

Colorado 1 0 2 0-3 

First Period—1, Nashville, Watson 10 
(Sissons, Ekholm), 3:09. 2, Colorado, Za- 
dorov 6 (Soderberg, Lindholm), 12:57. 

Second Period—3, Nashville, Turris 12 
(Ellis, Fiala), 8:08 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Colorado, Nieto 13, 
4:38. 5, Colorado, Rantanen 22 (MacKin¬ 
non, Barrie), 14:22 (pp). 6, Nashville, Ellis 
6 (Johansen, Subban), 18:54. 

Overtime—7, Nashville, Forsberg 18 
(Arvidsson, Ellis), 1:07. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 8-7-14-2-31. 
Colorado 11-7-7-1—26. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashvil le 
1 of 3; Colorado 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 35-9-4 (25 
shots-22 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 18- 
13-4 (31-27). 

A—17,618 (18,007). T-2:33. 


Panthers 4, Flyers 1 

Philadelphia 0 0 1-1 

Florida 2 1 1-4 

First Period —1, Florida, Barkov 25 (Lu¬ 
ongo, Yandle), 2:41 (pp). 2, Florida, Da¬ 
donov 19 (Bjugstad, Ekblad), 14:49. 

Second Period—3, Florida, Dadonov 20 
(Barkov, Petrovic), 18:06. 

Third Period—4, Florida, Huberdeau 
20 (Pysyk, McGinn), 2:47. 5, Philadelphia, 
Konecny 17 (Manning, Giroux), 16:39. 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 9-14-17— 
40. Florida 10-9-7-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia Oof 2; Florida 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Mrazek 11-9-4 
(26 shots-22 saves). Florida, Luongo 12- 
7-1 (40-39). 

A-14,428 (19,250). T-2:39. 

Jets 3, Hurricanes 2 

Winnipeg 1 1 1-3 

Carolina 1 0 1-2 

First Period —1, Winnipeg, Laine 34 
(Morrow, Ehlers), 5:40. 2, Carolina, Tera¬ 
vainen 19 (Faulk, Aho), 18:31. 

Second Period—3, Winnipeg, Laine 35 
(Wheeler, Stastny), 2:37 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Winnipeg, Stastny 14 
(Chiarot, Laine), 10:06. 5, Carolina, Staal 
15 (Slavin, McGinn), 15:48. 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 9-4-10—23. 
Carolina 10-17-8-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 2; Carolina 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 34-10- 
8 (35 shots-33 saves). Carolina, Ward 19- 
10-4 (23-20). 

A—11,407 (18,680). T-2:12. 


Wild 4, Red Wings 1 

Detroit 1 0 0-1 

Minnesota 0 2 2-4 

First Period—1, Detroit, Abdelkader 11 
(Ericsson, Larkin), 3:58. 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Staal 34 
(Spurgeon, Suter), 7:22 (pp). 3, Minneso¬ 
ta, Parise 5 (Niederreiter, Koivu), 10:15. 

Third Period—4, Minnesota, Zucker 27 
(Granlund, Suter), 15:42. 5, Minnesota, 
Zucker 28 (Dumba), 16:22. 

Shots on Goal—Detroit 11-9-9-29. 
Minnesota 5-14-8—27. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 2; Minnesota 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Detroit, Howard 18-22-7 (26 
shots-23 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 28- 
12-5 (29-28). 

A-19,037 (18,064). T-2:26. 


Golden Knights 3, Devils 2 

Vegas 0 3 0-3 

New Jersey 0 2 0-2 

Second Period—1, Vegas, Perron 
16 (Hyka, Merrill), 4:39. 2, New Jersey, 
Vatanen 3 (Hall, Maroon), 8:44 (pp). 3, 
Vegas, Engelland 4 (Reaves, Theodore), 
11:17. 4, Vegas, Tatar 17 (Perron, Hunt), 
17:43 (pp). 5, New Jersey, Hall 30, 17:55. 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 8-15-4—27. New 
Jersey 11-15-9-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 1 of 
2; New Jersey 1 of 3. 

Goalies-Vegas, Fleury 22-8-3 (35 

shots-33 saves). New Jersey, Schneider 
17-13-6 (27-24). 

A—16,514 (16,514). T-2:31. 


Blue Jackets 4, Sharks 2 

Columbus 2 1 1-4 

San Jose 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, Columbus, Foligno 14 
(Johnson, Calvert), 9:12.2, Columbus, Mi¬ 
lano 11 (Jenner, Bjorkstrand), 18:01. 

Second Period—3, Columbus, Panarin 
19 (Cole, Atkinson), 5:32. 4, San Jose, 
Donskoi 12 (DeMelo, Kane), 18:22. 

Third Period—5, San Jose, Kane 21 
(Pavelski), 10:04.6, Columbus, Panarin 20 
(Dubois), 19:07. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 10-6-12-28. 
San Jose 10-10-15-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 2; San Jose 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 28-21- 
5 (35 shots-33 saves). San Jose, Dell 14-5- 
3 (14-14), M.Jones 21-17-6 (13-10). 

A—17,211 (17,562). T-2:25. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Blue Jackets’ Nick Foligno 
celebrates after scoring against 
San Jose on Sunday. 
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GOLF/AUTO RACING 



Eduardo Verdugo/AP 


Phil Mickelson tees off on the 2nd hole 
during the final round of the Mexico 
Championship in Mexico City on Sunday. 

Mickelson a 
winner again 

By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Phil Mickelson knew 
this was coming, even when he had so little 
to show for it. 

Mickelson had gone 101 tournaments 
around the world since he last won at Muir- 
field in the 2013 British Open, which moved 
him to No. 2 in the world and gave him the 
third leg of the career Grand Slam. In more 
than two decades on the PGA Tour, he had 
gone only two seasons without winning. 

And then it was up to four straight years 
and counting. 

There was more frustration than self¬ 
doubt. And with Mickelson, even at age 47, 
there was never a loss of confidence. 

“I knew that wasn’t going to be my last 
one, no,” he said. “And this isn’t either.” 

The most recent one came in the high 
altitude of the Mexico Championship, and 
it was another pulsating performance, as 
often is the case with Mickelson. 

Five birdies in the opening 10 holes gave 
him the lead. Right when he was on the 
verge of taking control, he went for the 
green on the par-511th hole only for the shot 
to carom off a tree and into the bushes near 
the edge of Chapultepec Golf Club. Deep in 
the bushes, he blasted out and hit the crowd. 
He wound up making bogey. Then came an¬ 
other wild drive that bounced along the cart 
path, forcing him to scramble for par. 

Three groups ahead of him, Justin Thom¬ 
as delivered the shot of the tournament. 
Eleven shots behind going into the week¬ 
end and suddenly tied for the lead, Thomas 
holed out from 119 yards on the final hole 
for eagle to cap off a 62-64 weekend as he 
went for his second straight victory. 

Mickelson closed with a 66 and headed 
to sudden-death with Thomas, a duel be¬ 
tween players separated by 23 years of age. 
The playoff ended quickly. Thomas went 
long with a gap wedge to the par-317th and 
chipped to 10 feet short of the hole. Mick¬ 
elson hit the green, narrowly missed the 
birdie putt and walked off a winner when 
Thomas — the PGA Tour player of the year 
last season and already a two-time winner 
this season — missed his putt. 

Mickelson, who captured his third World 
Golf Championship, now has 43 victories 
on the PGA Tour. The first was in 1991 
— before Thomas, Spieth and Rahm were 
even born — when he was an amateur. He 
has long said he wants to get to 50. 

“Oh, I will,” Mickelson said about reach¬ 
ing 50 titles. “I’ll get there.” 


Harvick dominates in Sin City 


Victory comes on heels of 
last week’s win in Atlanta 

By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — From his dynamic open¬ 
ing laps to his comfortable cruise to the 
checkered flag, Kevin Harvick was the 
safest bet in Sin City this weekend. 

Harvick’s air of inevitability increased 
with each lap around the Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway on Sunday, and the rest of the 
NASCAR Cup field must be a bit worried 
about how they’re going to catch up this 
year. 

Harvick raced to his second straight 
NASCAR Cup win with a dominant per¬ 
formance in Vegas on Sunday, earning his 
100th career win across the three national 
series. 

“There was no catching that 4 (car),” 
second-place finisher Kyle Busch said. 
“He was on rails, and lights out.” 

Harvick followed up his stellar perfor¬ 
mance last weekend in Atlanta with an¬ 
other victory in his Stewart-Haas Racing 
Ford. He led a track-record 214 of the 267 
laps, won all three stages and capably held 
off Busch’s late hometown charge to win in 
Vegas for the second time in four years. 

“These last two weeks, we’ve just hit on 
everything we needed to,” said Harvick, 
who cruised home 2.9 seconds ahead of 
Busch. “My (team has) done their home¬ 
work on a number of things. Just really 
proud of everybody.” 

Busch got close to his second career vic¬ 
tory in his hometown with his Joe Gibbs 
Racing Toyota, but couldn’t overcome the 
dominant leader. Kyle Larson finished 
third after winning the Xfinity Series race 
on Saturday, while defending champion 
Martin Truex Jr. was in fourth and pole- 
sitter Ryan Blaney in fifth. 

Harvick has already matched his Cup 
win total from last season in three races 
— and he’s headed to Phoenix, where he 
has won five times since 2012. 

Harvick also took a moment to savor a 
milestone. Only Richard Petty, Kyle Busch 
and David Pearson have won more races 
across the three national circuits than 
Harvick, the 42-year-old Californian with 
plenty of good years left on his tires. 

“It’s been a lot of years accumulated 
with a lot of great race teams and people 
and situations,” Harvick said. “When you 
tag that triple-digit number to it, it really 
lets you realize that you’ve been fortunate 
to accomplish a lot of things.” 

Not many wins are more emphatic than 
Harvick’s 100th. 

Harvick led 144 of the first 160 laps and 
comfortably won the first two stages. He 
was fourth out of the end-of-stage caution 
after Stage 2, with Joey Logano getting in 
front with an exceptional pit stop. 

But Harvick reclaimed the lead off an¬ 
other restart with 73 laps to go after Kurt 
Busch wrecked along with Chase Elliott. 
Harvick emerged from his last pit stop 
with a three-second lead on Brad Kesel- 
owski, and Busch couldn’t catch up. 

Here are more things to know about the 
race on the Strip: 

Doing recon: For the first time, NAS¬ 
CAR is returning to Vegas in the fall for a 
second race, which will also be the playoff 
opener. Teams used this trip to gather data 
and information for the return trip in Sep¬ 
tember, although the temperature could 
easily be 50 degrees higher than the balmy 
53 degrees at Sunday’s race. “The adjust¬ 
ments we made today are going to help in 
the fall,” Kyle Busch said. “(Although) I 




think the track is going to be a lot slower 
with the heat.” 

Kubu can’t do: Kurt Busch’s career-long 
victory drought in his hometown contin¬ 
ues. Busch lost control and ran Elliott into 
the wall shortly after a restart early in the 
final stage. The crash necessitated a long 
caution for fluid cleanup. The 39-year-old 
Busch has never won at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway, which was built while he grew 


Photos by Isaac Brekken/AP 

Above: Kevin Harvick speeds to victory in 
the No. 4 car during Sunday’s Cup series 
race in Las Vegas. Left: Harvick lifts the 
trophy after his second straight win. 

up in town. Kurt Busch failed to win the 
Cup race in Vegas for the 17th time. He has 
started on the pole twice, but has only one 
top-five finish here despite calling it a top 
priority in his career. 

Winning big: Harvick was even more 
dominant in Vegas than Truex was last 
year. Truex led all three stages and 150 
laps last year on his way to a victory that 
propelled him into his championship 
season. 

Three strikes: The car chiefs for Jimmie 
Johnson and Ross Chastain were ejected 
after their cars failed inspection three 
times during the pre-race checks. Johnson 
had to start at the back after his chief, Jesse 
Saunders, got the gate. Johnson also will 
have practice time taken away next week 
in Phoenix. The seven-time champion still 
rallied to finish 12th. 

Comeback story: Josh Frankos, the 
tire-changer on Darrell Wallace Jr.’s Rich¬ 
ard Petty Motorsports team, injured his 
hand while preparing for the Vegas race 
and was sent to a hospital on Sunday morn¬ 
ing. Michael Hubert filled in for him on 
pit road. The injury couldn’t keep Frankos 
down, however: He returned to the track 
for the race. 
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On top in Big Ten 

Wolverines conference champs again 
with victory over Purdue » Page 28 



By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 


■ Surging Raptors top Hornets, Page 26 


NBA 


Reinventing 

Wade 

3-time NBA champion 
embracing latest role 


MIAMI 

T his is not the first reinvention of Dwyane Wade. 

Or the second. 

Or the third. 

His 15 NBA seasons have been a series of role chang¬ 
es — the latest being where the most celebrated player in Miami 
Heat history watches five younger 
players start games while he waits * ,, had m 
for a chance to enter as a sub. But „ . 3 

nearly a month after the trade that different roles in 
brought him back to the Heat, Wade my life in playing 
has zero complaints. basketball. ... Pm 

“The finished product of Dwy- jg years old 
ane, you guys have seen me win . ' "" 

three championships and all that,” * m definitely not 
Wade said. “But I’ve had so many the future. Pm 
different roles in my life in playing COOl with that. * 
basketball. I came off the bench for Dwyane Wade 

a long time before y’all knew who I Miami Heat guard 

was. I’m 36 years old. These guys 

are the future of this organization and this team. I’m definitely 
not the future. I’m cool with that.” 

Still, he’s vital to Miami’s hopes right now. 

Wade is clearly going to play a sizable role in the Heat’s playoff 
push, in all sorts of ways. The savvy veteran who can be a de 
facto assistant coach in the locker room, on the practice floor 
and on the bench. 

The guy who makes Miami crowds roar simply by removing 
his warmups checking into games. The closer, who’ll be on 
the floor in the most critical minutes of games. 

SEE ROLE ON PAGE 27 


Dwyane Wade has repeatedly 
reinvented his game over the course 
of his 15-year NBA career. Now back 
in Miami after stints with the Chicago 
Bulls and Cleveland Cavaliers, Wade 
is ready to contribute however he 
can to the Heat’s playoff push. 

David Santiago, El Nuevo Herald/TNS 


Harvick dominates, earns 2nd straight win » Page 31 











